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INTRODUCTION. 



Amokg the many titles which are applied in 
Scripture to all who are in a state of nature, 
one of the most significant is '^ the world." At 
first sight, this title may not seem either very 
significant, or very sinful. But^ when we reflect 
for a moment upon the character of the worlds 
and remember that it is declared, on the highest 
authority, that 'Hhe whole world lieth in 
wickedness,'' or under the power of the Wjcked 
One, our ideas of the term become totally dif- 
ferent^ Accordingly, not only are we all na- 
turally "of the. world," but, as a necessary con- 
sequence, we fdl ** speak of the world" as the 
supreme subject of our aflfections ; and, in one^ 
way or another, we all, more or less^ ''walk 
according to the course of this world, fulfilling 
the desires of the flesh and of the mind ;" and^ 
likewise, serve the ''god of this world." So it 
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is not, however, with those who are brought out 
of a state of nature into a state of grace, and 
who constitute ^^the Ckwrchy* not in name but in 
reality, not by profession but by practice. For 
no sooner are any savingly united to Christ by 
faith, than they spiritually cease to be of the 
world, and come to be of the Church. While 
they, also, inwardly undergo the greatest of 
changes in their understandings and hearts, they 
outwardly manifest the greatest of changes in 
their conversation and conduct. 

This change, indeed, is not perfected at once, 
either internally or externally, but gradually 
carried on unto perfection; and the more it 
progresses within, the more it manifests itself 
without. When this is the case, then, they 
practically prove that they are not only '' chosen 
out of the world," and "called out of the world,'* 
but that they are "crucified unto the world, 
and the world unto them,'' and that they " keep 
themselves unspotted from the world;" that 
tiiey are "not of the world" even when they 
are in it^ but " have their citizenship in heaven." 
Then, Christ can say of all such as his true 
people, what he said of his immediate disciples, 
"ye are not of the world, even as I am not of 
the world ; if ye wefre of the world, the world 
would love its own ; but because ye are not of 
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the world, therefore the world hateth you," 
For just in proportion as they are found practi- 
cally, as well as doctrinally, faithi^l to Christ ; 
or just as they practically, as well as verbally, 
** testify" as he himself did, against every tlung 
that is sinful, or that leads to sin, so is their 
dissimilarity to the world exhibited, and so is 
the world's hatred against them excited. On 
the other hand, just in proportion as they prac<^ 
tically connive at what is sinful in word and in 
deed, either directly or indirectly, even when 
they verbally condemn such things, so does the 
world, instead of hating them, hug them as its 
own. 

Tried ' by this practical standard, alas ! 
how far does the Church, in too many of her 
members and in too many matters, come short of 
her duty to Christ, to others, and to herself; 
and how true is it, that the sad confession must 
be made, that in these fashionable times of ours 
there is genially too little practical difference 
between the Church and the world ! Thus, if 
the two cannot be spoken of as being in this 
sense identical; or if the terms by which they 
are deiugnated cannot be regarded as con- 
vertible terms, must it not be acknowledged 
that ^* the line of demarcation" between th^n is 
in too many instances almost imperceptible, or 
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at least, far from being so broadly marked as it 
should be ? On thb account, how incumbent is 
it upon all who profess to be members of the 
Church, never to forget that in the above respects 
they must not be conformed to the world in 
their conduct, any more than in their creed; 
and also never to fail to try themselves, as in 
the sight of Gk>d, by the test of practical non* 
conformity to the world ? Agreeably with these 
remarks, while Paul in the Epistle to the Romans 
"beseeches" believers *<by the mercies of God 
to present their bodies a living sacrifice, holy, 
acceptable unto Gt>d, which is their reasonable 
service,'' he also reminds them of the manner in 
which they must speak and act — a manner dia- 
metrically different in old things from that of 
the men of the world-^-and says, ^' Be not con-o 

FORMED TO THIS WORLD." (Rom. xii. 2.) 



These words are concise, but comprehensive. 
They may be said to r^er chiefly to exte/moUL 
Christian non-conformity to the world, in every 
thing that has the semblance of sin, as it is only 
in this way that tittemoZ Christian non-confor* 
mity can be rightly evidenced. At the same 
time, it must not be overlooked, that until non- 
oonformity to the world, in this sense, begins to 
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€Mst tcUhinf it cannot, in the estimation <^ God, 
be exhibited toUfiout^ Hence, while the Apostle 
says, in the words now^ quoted, "be not con- 
formed to this world," he inunediately adds, 
"but be ye transformed by the renewing of 
your mind," or in your intellectual and moral 
nature, With the strictest propriety, therefore, 
we might first show that all true Christians 
must not internally be conformed to the world 
in its opinions ; — ^in its opinions of God and of 
the word of God ; of Jesus Christ and of the 
Holy Spirit; of themselves as creatures but 
particularly as sinners; of nature and grace; 
of the law and the gospel ; of sin and salvation ; 
of the sabbath and the sanctuary ; of the pre- 
sent life and a future existence ; of heaven and 
hell ; and of every thing else, divine and spiri- 
tual, contained in the inspired record, and espe- 
cially connected with the gracious and glorious 
scheme of salvation. 

Besides, as none can be said to be truly 
Christ's, who do» not embrace, as well as know, 
the saving truths of Christianity ; as living 
Christianity, also, exists more in the heart than 
in the understanding ; and as the heart far more 
than the understanding regulates the life — in 
further illustration of the precept " be not con- 
formed to this world," we might show that all 
a2 
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true Christiaiis must not internally be cion^ 
formed to the world in its prindiples ; — ^in those 
principles which have their seat in the heart, 
any more than in those opinions which have 
their place in the understanding. For example, 
they must not be conformed to the world in its 
principles of hatred and revenge ; of anger and 
unforgiveness ; of envy and strife ; of hypocrisy 
imd guile ; of pride and vanity ; of discontent- 
ment and covetousness ; of selfishness and 
worldly-mindedness. On the contrary, they 
must "put off," or "lay aside," these, and all 
the other principles of "the old man," or old 
nature, and " put on," or imbibe, all the opposite 
piinciples of "the new man," or new nature. 
Just in proportion, also, as all worldly principles 
are eradicated from their hearts, and the opposite 
heavenly principles — and especially love to G-od 
and love to man — ^which characterize all true 
members of the Church, are more deeply im- 
phinted, so will they internally possess the pecu- 
liar features of the Christian cliaracter ; and so 
will they externally prove that, between them 
and the men of the world, there exists the most 
palpable di£fbrenoe. However, although these 
principles or dispositions, as well as the opinions 
or sentiments already alluded to, are highly 
important in themselves, and fonn prominent 



INTRODUCTION. Xl 

elements in the character of every true Chris- 
tian, as they are essentially of an internal 
nature, yet ever accompanied with external 
effects, we forbear enlarging upon them, and 
proceed to notice some of the more tangible 
tests of practieal non-conformity to the world. 



PRACTICAL NON-CONFORMITY. 



CHAPTER I. 

NON-CONFORMITT TO THE WORLD 
IN LYING. 

** O ! send thy Spirit down, to write 
Th J law upon mj heart ; 
Nor let mj tongue indulge deceit. 
Nor act the liar^s part." 

To pass, then, from opinions and principles to 
practices, which are sinful either in their nature 
or in their effects, or in both — ^we observe, that all 
true Christians must " not be conformed to this 
world" in the practice of any thing like lying. 
Of all the sins which are natural to depraved 
humanity, to none is there, perhaps, a greater 
proneness than to falsehood or lying — "black, 
crooked falsehood," " the infernal art of lying." 
While this is abundantly confirmed by daily 
observation and experience, it is most amply 
attested in the word of God. For there, it is 
expressly declared that from our birth we " go 
astray, speaking lies;" that we "bend our 
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tongues like a bow, speaking lies;" that we 
walk in lies," and " delight in lies ; " and that 
" men of high degree," as well as " low degree," 
"are a lie" — ^in God's sight, *one colossal lie/ 
Thus, we " are of our father, the devil," who, 
" when he speaketh a lie, speaketh of his own ; 
for he is a liar, and the father of it." So it is 
naturally, more or less, with us all, as to the 
commission of positive falsehood, or a direct vio- 
lation of the truth. Or, when this is not strictly 
the caae, we are all naturally too often guilty of 
dissimulation, or of equivocation ; of mental re- 
servation, or of a partial suppression of the 
truth, which is as sinful as the utterance of posi- 
tive untruth. Thus, like Ananias and Sapphira^ 
we pass off for " the truth, the whole truth, and 
nothing but the truth," what is only a part of 
the truth. 

In the worst as well as in the least of these 
senses, this, indeed, is a sin which is regarded, 
by all who are in a state of nature, as more 
venial or trifling than any other. Partly, per- 
haps, for this reason, as well as because it fre- 
quently escapes detection for the time, gratifies 
an evil passion, and serves a present purpose in 
the way of advantage to ourselves, and of injury 
to others, it is naturally, in all its shades of ag- 
gravation, almost universally prevalent among 
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youngs and old. It is not, however, for these 
reasons, the less, but, if possible, the more heinous 
in the sight of God ; nor the less, but rather the 
more strongly, condemned in his word. Hence, 
it is set forth in Scripture as being not only 
sufficient of itself to consign us to inconceivable 
and everlasting misery, but as peculiarly hateful 
to God, as a God of truth, and as that which he 
will most severely punish. Thus, while we read, 
among " the true sayings of God," that " lying 
lips are an abomination to the Lord," that " a 
lying tongue is but foi* a moment,'* and that 
''the mouth of those that speak lies shall be 
stopped," or speechless; we are also expressly 
assured, not only that no one who '' loveth and 
maketh a lie" shall enter within the New Jeru- 
salem, that ''he that speaketh lies shall not 
escape," and that "he that speaketh lies shall 
perish," but that " all liars shall have their part 
in the lake which bumeth with fire and brim- 
stone." 

Such being the heinous nature of this vice, 
and such the heavy penalty which, like other 
vides, it merits at the hand of God, although in 
one form or another it is descriptive of all who 
are in a state of nature, should not the opposite 
virtue be characteristic of all who are in a state 
of grace? Should not every thing like the 
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shadow of a shade of a wilful breach of truth be 
rigidly guarded against, even in sport or in jest j 
no less than a misrepresentation or distortion of 
the truth? Agreeably with this, when God 
contrasts believers vdth unbelievers in this re- 
spect, he says, " surely they are my people, chil- 
dren that wUL not lie.'* Still, so long as they are 
in the body, as this is a sin to which they are 
peculiarly prone, and often^ powerfully exposed, 
how appropriately are they exhorted, by way of 
counteraction, to " lie not one to another, seeing 
they have put off the old man with his deeds, 
and put on the new man, which is created in 
righteousness and true holiness," or in holiness 
of the truth ; and also to " put away lying," to 
" speak every man the truth with his neighbour," 
to " speak the truth as in their heart," and to 
"speak the truth in love?" As the command, 
also, to them all is, "be ye perfect, even as your 
Father in heaven is perfect," and "it is impos- 
sible for God to lie," or to tolerate any thing 
that partakes of the nature of falsehood in any 
of his children, should they not daily strive 
more and more, through divine grace, to be like 
him- in this, as in all his imitable perfections ? 
Thus, should they not be able to say with David, 
"I hate and abhor lying?" — even *the appear- 
ance of a lie, in all the shapes it wears/ 
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To all, therefore, who profess to know the 
truth as it is in Jesus, and to have received it in 
love, preceptively as well as doctrinally, may it 
not justly be said, not only in reference to gross 
lying, or what the world calls * black lies,' but 
as to every thing like dissembling, or * white 
lies,' "be not conformed to this world?" In 
this sense, should there not exist the widest pos- 
sible difference between them and the men of the 
world ? With you, my dear readers, who profess 
to be Christ's, is it so in this respect ? K not, 
you are destitute of a very important mark of all 
God's children ; and you are neither true prac- 
tical non-conformists to the world, nor any thing 
like true Christians. 
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CHAPTER n. 

NON-CONPORMITY TO THE WORLD 
IN SWEARING. 

** How often men and chUdren dare 

Abnse God's dreftdfol, glorious name ! 
And when they're angry, how they swear, 
And curse their fellows, and blaspheme I" 

All true Christians must, also, " not be con- 
formed to this world" in the practice of any 
thing like swearing — profane swearing. Of 
swearing there may be said to be two kinds; 
the one lawful and proper, the other unlawful 
and sinful. For while we read in Scripture, in 
reference to mattei*s of public dispute, that 
" men verily sware by the greater, and an oath 
for confirmation is to them an end of all strife," 
one of the precepts of the moral law is, " thou 
shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in 
vain." But even when oaths may be lawfully 
administered and lawfully taken, while in each 
of these senses this should ever be done with 
the deepest solemnity, the greatest caution 
should, also, ever be exercised that they be not 
needlessly increased. However, it is not of 
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lawful swearing in courts of justice that we now 
treat, but of unlawful swearing, in public as well 
as in private, openly as well as more secretly. 
In this sense, swearing, in one form or another, 
may be said to be naturally almost as common 
a sin as lying ; and not only in the case of the 
old, but .of the young ; not only, also, in the ease 
of males, but of females ; and often about the 
merest trifles — things next to nothing, if we may 
not even say, about nothing. 

Melancholy as it is to make such declarations, 
are not these facts so notorious, that they can 
neither be contradicted nor concealed? For, 
although swearing is not now deemed a ^^ genteel 
vice," or "fashionable sin," whether we wend 
our way through the alleys of our villages and 
burghs, or through the streets of our towns and 
cities, are not our ears too frequently saluted 
with the most fearfid and revolting oaths ; and 
that even from the lips of the child who is hardly 
able to lisp, as well as from the mouth of him 
whose head is hoary mth age ? Or when, in the 
quiet of the morning, or in the stillness of twi- 
light, we happen to make an unexpected visit to 
a hamlet in the country, or to a house in the 
city, alas ! how often is the voice of the most 
reckless swearing reluctantly forced upon our 
hearing? — ^husbands cursing wives, and wives 
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cursing husbands ; parents cursing children, and 
children cursing parents, as well as one another. 
Thus, in the language of Scripture, how true to 
the letter is it, that " their mouth is full of curs- 
ing," and that they may be said to " clothe them- 
selves with cursing like as with a garment ;" or 
that, but in the way of cursing, seldom is the holy 
name of God ever taken into their lips. How 
often, likewise, are too many heard caUing upon 
God to curse themselves, as well as others ? — 
thus showing that they are even worse than the 
devils, who entreated Christ "not to torment 
them before the time." Yet such is the 
swearer's prayer. Or, when the "swearing of 
round oaths" is not heard in public and in pri- 
vate, how often is the name of some imaginary or 
real person or place, or of some so-called saint 
in the heathen or popish calendar, made the 
subject of swearing ? Or again, when this is not 
strictly true, how often are minced oaths of one 
kind or another connected with the name of 
Satan or of God, or with things in heaven or 
earth, introduced, in the way of supposed point 
and pungency, into the most common conversa- 
tion ? Dark as this picture is, can it be said to 
be exaggerated in the least ? Is it not rather 
beneath than beyond the truth? For are not 
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many of the oaths, which are everywhere so rife, 
too horrifying to be repeated or written ? 

Bad as all this is in those who make no pre- 
tension to religion, how much worse is it in 
those who make even a high religious profession ? 
And yet how true, alas ! is this in the case of too 
many religious professors ? Thus, as in the days 
of Hosea, many, who profess to be the people of 
God, " break out by swearing," as well as " by 
lying," and the Lord may be said to " have a 
controversy with the inhabitants of the land." 
Or, not to speak of other sins, it may too truly be 
said of our times, as of the times of Jeremiah, 
that "because of swearing the land moumeth ;" 
and especially so, when we think of the renewed 
ravages of the pestilence, and of the long-im- 
pending scourge of war at length inflicted. 
Besides, while swearing may, of all sins, be said 
to be the least pleasant and the least profitable 
— although there is no true pleasure nor profit in 
any sin — Ijas not God emphatically declared, that 
he "will not hold him guiltless that taketh his 
name in vain ? " Has he not, also, often punished 
this sin with instantaneous death, in modem as 
well as in ancient times, even when the oath was 
in the mouth, or only half-articulated ? 

Being, then, as this atrocious sin is so charac- 
teristic of men in their natural state, and so con- 
B 2 
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trary to what is seemly as well as rights doed 
not our blessed Saviour say to his disciples in all 
ages, what he said of old, ^' swear not at all, 
neither by heaven, for it is God's throne ; nor by 
the earth, for it is his footstool; neither by 
Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great King ; 
neither by thy head, because thou canst not 
make one hair white or black ;" " neither by any 
other oath," as the Apostle James adds ; " but 
let your communication be yea, yea ; nay, nay *, 
for whatsoever is more than these cometh of 
evil," or of the Evil One. So far, also, from 
effecting any good, do not oaths, and even strong 
asseverations, solemn protestations, or powerfid 
appeals, when employed in conversation, inva- 
riably shake, rather than strengthen, our con- 
fidence in the person who employs them; and 
lower, rather than raise, him in our esteem? 
The more frequently, likewise, and the more 
boldly they are repeated, does not our confidence, 
as well as our esteem, become proportionally the 
less ? Is not this true to a proverb, even among 
the most truthless ? 

In reference, therefore, not merely to gross 
swearing, but to every kind of it, may it not 
justly be said to all who name the name of Christ, 
"be not conformed to this world?" In this 
sense, also, should there not prevail the most 
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marked distinction between them and the men 
of the world ? With you, my dear readers, who 
profess to be Christ's, is it so in this respect ? 
If not, it is not too much to say that you have 
not the fear of God in your heart, nor before 
your eyes ; that you have not learned, as you 
ought to have done, to set a watch over the door 
of your lips in a most important sense, and 
that you want a most essential property of all 
God's people; and, consequently, that you are 
neither true practical non-conformists to the 
world, nor true Christians. 



24 NON-CONFORMITT 



CHAPTER m. 

NON-CONFORMITY TO THE WORLD 
IN EVIL-SPEAKING. 

« The man, who goyerns well his tongue, 
Is perfect ; all his course is pure ; 
Though his temptations may be strong. 
The Lord wiU make his progress sure." 

Again, all true Christians must " not be con- 
formed to this world" in the practice of any 
thing like evil-speaking. In the fearful, but 
faithful, picture which the Apostle James gives 
of the "little" but "boasting" and troublesome 
member, when he says, *' the tongue is a fire, a 
world of iniquity ; it defileth the whole body, and 
setteth on fire the course of nature ; it is set on 
fire of hell, and no man can tame it," we find 
him adding, " it is an unruly evil, full of deadly 
poison." Each of these latter properties, not to 
speak of the others, might easily be illustrated in 
the many wicked ways in which it is employed, 
or rather misemployed; but in no way more 
strikingly than in evil-speaking. At first sight, 
indeed, the " evil," or " poison," that fiows from 
the tongue in this sense may not appear so great 
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as in lying, or swearing. The more carefully, 
however, that " evil" or " poison" is looked at in 
itself and in its effects, the more aggravated it 
will be found. For, in addition to the heinous 
sin which it involves, what an incalculable mear 
sure of mischief springs from it, in private and in 
public ? 

For example, does not evil-speaking often so 
break the peace of the family and relative, circle 
that it is never afterwards rightly healed ? Does 
it not, also, frequently so prey upon the vitals of 
the friendly and social circle as to '' eat as doth 
a canker," and almost prove its ruin? And 
when it enters mthin the sacred or Christian 
circle, does it not uniformly occasion the greatest 
discord and disgrace ? Yet, how much are we 
all naturally addicted to this odious vice f How 
common is it not only in the world, but in the 
Church, privately and publicly ; not only among 
the female sex, who " wander about from house 
to house, being tattlers, and busybodies, speaking 
about things which they ought not," but among 
the male sex ; and not only among members, but 
office-bearers, of the Church, ministers as well 
as elders, who have a high name for superior 
sanctity, or pre-eminent piety ! For while many 
such persons shrink from every thing like evil- 
doing, too frequently th<*y indulge most freely in 
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evil-speaking; and thcU, not only without the 
smallest provocation, but even without the slim- 
mest foundation for what they maliciously pro- 
pagate ? Or, if they are not exactly guilty of 
raising an "evil report" against a brother or 
sister in Christ; against a brother in the 
ministry or an elder in the Church ; or against a 
near neighbour or a familiar friend, how ,sad is 
it to reflect that, without inquiry and without 
scruple, they greedily " take up" that report, and 
give it willing and wide circulation? In this 
way "cowardly calumny" often distils for a time 
" its blasting mildew on that fairest of flowers, a 
spotless name;" but while all such forfeit all 
claim to the character of true citizens of Zion, so 
briefly yet beautifully described in the fifteenth 
Psalm, as calumniators they, sooner or later, fall 
into their own snare. 

Need we add, how contrary evil-speaking is to 
what is right in the eye of reason, as well as 
revelation? Or rather, how dishonourable and 
disgraceful is it, as well as uncharitable and un- 
christian, by whatever criterion it is tried ? For 
is it not obvious that it benefits neither the 
speaker, nor him that is spoken of, but injures 
both ; that it transgresses an express precept of 
Scripture, and violates the grace of charity, the 
greatest of the Christian graces, which even 
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"thinketh no evil;*' that it gratifies the basest 
dispositions, and excites the worst passions of 
the human heart ; that it distresses true believers, 
and gives occasion to enemies to rejoice ; that it 
wounds the cause of religion, and carries along 
with it, otherwise, the bitterest fruit ; and that it 
dishonours Christ, and grieves the Holy Spirit ? 
In short, is it not much more becoming that our 
lips be "sealed in silence," than "opened to 
speak evil of any man ?" And is it not proper 
that whatever evil we know of any one, we " go 
and tell it to our brother alone," and not to 
others ; or, " if he will not hear us, that we take 
with us one or two more, that in the mouth of 
two or three witnesses every word may be estab- 
lished," and he, if possible, reclaimed ? 

How appropriately, therefore, may all the 
Ministers of Christ be themselves exhorted to 
exemplify in practice the inculcated duty, " speak 
evil of no man?" How properly, also, may it 
be said to them, what was addressed to Titus, in 
regard to this part of ministerial duty towards 
professing believers, " put theln in mind to speak 
evil of no man ; " no not, as it has been said by 
another, even of " an evil-designing man or an 
enemy,*^ although what is asserted of him be 
true; but rather pray for him, as wdl as pity 
him ? How justly, likewise, may all who profess 
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to be members of Christ's spiritual family be 
reminded, in the words of the Apostle James, of 
the duty which they owe to one another in this 
sense, "speak not evil one of another, brethren ; 
he that speaketh evil of his brother, and judgeth 
his brother, speaketh evil of the law, and judgeth 
the law ; but if thou judge the law, thou art not 
a doer of the law, but a judge?" And how 
fitly may it be said to believers in reference to 
those without, as well as within, the pale of the 
Church, " let all evilnsipeaking be put away from 
you;" "lay aside <M evil-speakings?" When 
we, likewise, think of the magnitude of the mis- 
chief which results from this sin, as well as of the 
sin itself, how importunately may the Psalmist's 
prayer be that of all true believers, " let not an 
evil-speaker be established in the earth;" and 
how righteous is the sentence of holy writ, that 
*'revilers shall not inherit the kingdom of God ?' 
As it thus appears that this pernicious practice, 
whether known by the name of calumny or slan- 
der, backbiting or whispering, is too generally 
prevalent among professors, as well as non-pro^ 
fessors, of religion, to all who are called Chris- 
tians may it not well be said in regard to it in 
every degree, " be not conformed to this world ? " 
In this, as in other respects, should there not 
exist a perfect contrast between them and the 
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men of the world? And if such a contrast 
existed, what a lovely spectacle would be ex- 
hibited in private and in public? With you, 
my dear readers, who profess to be Christ's, is 
it so in this sense? If not, you still need to 
possess this distinctive peculiarity in the Chris- 
tian character^ and to evidence it in practice; 
andy as yet> you are neither true practical non- 
conformists to the worldy nor true Christians. ' 
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CHAPTEK IV. 

NON-CONFORMITY TO THE WORLD 
IN FLATTERY. 

** Still with their lips their hearts agree. 
Nor flattering words devise. 
Thej know the God of truth can see 
Through every false disguise." 

All true Christians must, likewise, " not be 
confoimed to this world" in the practice of any- 
thing like flattery. This sin, as the counter- 
part of the preceding, does not consist in speak- 
ing evil of another, whether that evil be true or 
false, but in speaking favourably, when the con- 
trary is more or less the case. Unlike the pre- 
ceding sin, too, while it does not proceed from 
a malicious, but from a deceitful state of heart, 
it does not produce, either in private or public, 
such disastrous consequences. Still, it is no 
less worthy of censure and condemnation ; and 
the more so, as it often happens that " he that 
flattereth his neighbour, spreadeth a net for his 
feet," and "a flattering mouth worketh ruin." 
Although it is not, likewise, so common as evil- 
speaking, either in the world or in the Church, 
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it is more or less characteristic of all men na- 
turally, and of too many professing Christians ; 
and particularly^ when any private or personal 
object is contemplated, or desired to be accom- 
plished. 

Agreeably with this, while David, in one 
Psalm, says of men in their natural state, " there 
is no faithfulness in their mouth, they flatter 
with their tongue;" in another he says of some, 
who were ranked among the people of God, 
what is stiU applicable to many who are pro- 
fessedly in a state of grace, " they speak vanity 
eveiy one with his neighbour; with flattering 
lips, and with a double heart do they speak." 
To the same effect, God himself says of the 
Jews in a time of great degeneracy, ^* their 
tongue is as an arrow shot out; it speaketh 
deceit ; one speaketh peaceably to his neighbour 
with his mouth, but in heart he layeth his wait." 
In other words, while " flattery," " a flattering 
tongue," and " flattering lips," are spoken of in 
Scripture as descriptive of unbelievers, or im- 
worthy professors, the opposite of every such 
thing is set forth as distinctive of all the truly 
** faithful in Christ Jesus." Accordingly, while 
Elihu could say of his private conversation, 
^* neither let me give flattering titles unto man ; 
for I know not to give flattering titles; in 90 
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dainff my Maker would soon take me away," 
Paul could say of his public preaching, '^ neither 
at any time used we flattering words." 

Flattery, from its very nature, is also invari- 
ably accompanied with much speciousness or fair- 
ness in manner, as well as in matter. So true is 
this, that it may be laid down as a moral axiom, 
or infallible truth, that the greater fauness is 
exhibited in each of these respects, the greater 
falseness will sooner or later be unfolded ; and 
that men generally flatter only to betray, or 
secure their own selfish and sinful ends. So it 
was with Satan when he tempted Eve, by saying, 
"thou shalt not surely die; for God doth know 
that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes 
shall be opened ; and ye shall be as gods, know- 
ing good and evil." And still, while he, as the 
Master, can " transform himself into an angel of 
light," in order to " take men captive at his 
will," his servants can no less skilfully employ 
the fairest but the falsest language, for the 
foulest purposes. So it was with Joab, when he 
took Abner aside to speak with him quietly, as 
he pretended, and yet ''smote him under the 
fifth rib, so that he died." So it was with Judas 
when he came to our blessed Saviour, and said, 
" hail. Master! and kissed him ; " and yet by this 
sign betraved law. So it was with the false 
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teachers who crept into the Christian Church in 
primitive times, and "by good words and fair 
speeches deceived the hearts of the simple," and 
thus entrapped them. Well, therefore, might the 
great poet of the world assert, " every one that 
flatters thee, is no friend in misery ; 'words are 
easy, like the wind." "Well, also, might the 
greatest of our epic poets say of such "fair 
persons," of whom Belial is the prototype, that 
"all is false and hollow, though their tongue 
drop manna." Well, also, might Solomon de- 
clare, " when one speaketh fair, believe him not." 
Especially, well might God himself say to Jere- 
miah respecting the Jews, who at that time 
were any thing but "Israelites indeed," "be- 
lieve them not, though they speak fair words 
unto thee." And well may these cautions be 
thoroughly trusted^ and acted upon, in all ages, 
and in aU circumstances. In fine, little as men 
naturally think of the evil of flattery, such is its 
enormity, that it is declared in Scripture, " the 
Lord shall cut off all flattering lips," 

Thus it is evident, that flattery is so detestable 
a thing, that, however common it may be among 
those ".that believe not," to all who are of " the 
household of fedth" it may justly be said, in re- 
ference to it in every shape, "be not con- 
formed to this world." In this respect, likewise, 
c2 
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should there not be an indubitable distinc- 
tion between them and the men of the world ? 
With you, my dear readers^ who profess to be 
Christ's, is it so in this sense? If not, you 
are destitute of an important lineament in the 
Christian character ; and not even in word are 
you true practical non-confonmsts to the world, 
or true Christians. 
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CHAPTER V. 

NON-CONFORMITY TO THE WORLD 
, IN INJUSTICE. 

^ In vain we talk of Jeans' blood. 
And boast his name in yain. 
If we can slight the laws of God, 
And prove unjust to men." 

But further, all true Christians must *^ not be 
conformed to this world" in the practice of any 
thing like mjiMtice or dishonetty. Every thing 
that partakes of the nature of injustice or dis- 
honesty, whether slight or great, may be said 
to be verbally condemned by all, whether non- 
professors or professors of religion ; while every 
thing that is just and honest is the subject of 
universal commendation. Nor is it too much to 
assert, that many, who make no pretensions to a 
religious character, display, in the transactions 
of business, the highest honour, and the strictest 
integrity. At the same time, how true is it of 
too many members of the Church, as well as of 
the men of the world, that their practice of the 
virtue of justice does not square with their pro^ 
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fession of Christianity^ or morality ? On the con- 
trary, when a favourable opportunity presents 
itself, and there appears no risk of detection, how 
often are deeds of the grossest injustice wilfully 
and habitually perpetrated ? How often is such 
injustice committed in the common affairs of life, 
in buying as well as in selling ? Or, when this 
does not take place in an aggravated measure, 
how frequently are petty acts of injustice resorted 
to, not only by those who have a fair reputation 
in the world, but by those who make a flaming 
profession in the Church ? In shoft, how often 
i^ injustice or dishonesty, in almost inntunerable 
ways, carried to such an extent, that, till the 
perpetrators are detected, they may be said to 
"know no shame?" 

For example, how often, on the part of the 
seller, is dishonesty practised, not so much by 
an exorbitant or excessive charge, or by a false 
weight or a light balance, as by over-reaching 
more than by over-rating ; by fraud more than 
by falseness ; by taking advantage of an over- 
sight or a mistake, of ignorance or weakness, of 
credulity or simplicity ; by deception or imposi- 
tion ; by palming off a bad for a good article, 
or unduly boasting of its excellence; by pre- 
tending to sell *'at a great sacrifice," and yet 
exacting the full price ; by nefarious compounds, 
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or what is called *'the trickery in trade f*^ 
Again, on the part of the buyer, how often are 
the things which he wishes, and cannot want, 
disgracefully depreciated, contrary to his secret 
conviction, so that he may enjoy the supposed 
triumph and honour of " getting a bargain ! " 
How often, also, are debts shamefully contracted 
without the remotest intention of paying them^ 
although ^Marge promises" are made to that 
effect ! While in reference, therefore to the un- 
just seller, it may be said, in the words of Scrip- 
ture, ^^ a false bsJance is an abomination to the 
Lord, but a just balance is his delight," of the 
unjust buyer it is no less true, that he virtually 
exclaims, ^' it is naught, it is naught ; but when 
he is gone his way, then he boasteth;" and to 
both the divine admonition may be addressed, 
" put away the evil of your doings from before 
mine eyes." What God, also, said of Israel of 
old, is no less applicable to many still, 'Hhou 
hast greedily gained of thy neighbour by extor- 
tion, and hast forgotten me; behold, therefore, 
I have smitten mine hands at thy dishonest gain 
which thou hast made ; thy princes in the midst 
of thee are like wolves ravening the prey to get 
dishonest gain." For, not merely on a small but 
on a large scale, much of the wealth of many 
who have a nominal place in the Church, as well 
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as of many who have no such place, is the fruit 
of ill-gotten gain. 

So " close/' frequently, does " sin stick between 
buying and selling." But at such conduct, and 
particularly on the part of his professing people, 
how appropriately may God express his astonish- 
ment and indignation by "smiting his hands?*' 
For if " an injust man is an abomination to man/' 
how infinitely more so must he be to a God of 
inflexible justice ; and especially, as by the light 
of revelation, much more fully than by the light 
of reason, he has " showed us what is good, and 
what he requires of us, which is to do justly," as 
well as "to love mercy, and to walk humbly 
with our God?" By way of retribution, also, 
bow properly may God declare, " he that by un- 
just gain increaseth gain, shall gather it for him 
that will pity the poor ; " and also add, that " the 
unrighteous," or unjust, "shall not inherit the 
kingdom of God?" Not to enlarge upon pious 
frauds, often practised in connection with the 
Church and with " the poor's money/' and which 
may be characterized as "robbing God," how 
opposite is every kind of injustice to the prin- 
ciples of true honour, as well as to the precepts of 
Christianity ? For if we are " unjust in the least," 
will we not, when opportunities occur, be " un- 
just in much?" And, as "he's but naked. 
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though locked up in steel, whose conscience with 
injustice is corrupted," should not all who call 
themselves Christ's not only " renounce the hid- 
den things of dishonesty" in every sense, hut 
"think upon the things which are just and 
honest," and also " do these things," in the least 
as well as in the greatest transactions ? 

Although injustice and dishonesty, therefore, 
are ever, more or less, common in the world, to aU 
professing believers it may justly be said, in regard 
to every thing allied to these sins in the slightest 
degree, ** be not conformed to this world." In 
this, as in other respects, should there not be the 
most decided diflference between them and the 
men of the world ; and so much the more, as the 
morality of the Bible is, from its origin and 
nature, infinitely purer than all other morality f 
With you, my dear readers, who profess to btf 
Christ's, is it so in this setise t If not, it is plaiiir 
that you are not true practical -0idn^x>nfbrmist8 to 
the world, nor true Chriistiahs. 



40 NON-COKFORMITT 



CHAPTEB VL 

NON-CONFOEMITT TO THB WORLD 
IN PURLOINING. 

** Thoagh darkneti now be all abont 
Tlie pilf Ung deed, a hand of might 
Shall drag it into open light ; 
' Be flure yonr sin will find jon out.** 

All true Christians must^ also, " not be eon* 
formed to this world" in the practioe of any 
thing like purMnrngy or pilfering. We need 
scarcely remark, that all overt acts of stealing or 
theft, like simibir acts of injustice or dishonesty, 
are abstractly reprobated by all in the strongest 
terms. So, at' least, it is with all who have any 
legard even for ''the gloss of respectabilily,'' as 
well as with those who have a religious reputa- 
tion to maintain. On this account, the brand of 
a thief, in any sense, is sufficient to exclude from 
all dec^t sodety, as well as from all confidential 
situadons. Still, how often does it happen, as it 
appears from the newspapers of the day, that 
through the power of temptation, as well as from 
the depravity of the human heart, many high in 
pUioe in the world, and high in standing in the 
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Church are guilty of heinous and daring acts of 
theity and ''made to suffer as thieves?" But 
not to enlarge upon such glaring acts of immo- 
rality, which are at once condemned by the law 
of man as well as by the law of God, how fre- 
quently are acts of petty theft, styled larceny or 
peculation, purloining or pilfering, perpetrated 
not only by men of the world, but by members of 
the Church ? How common is such smful and 
shameful conduct in public establishments and 
work-shops, both large and small, of every de- 
scription ; and how often do puny acts of this kind, 
progressively lead to sins of the deepest dye? 
How common, also, is this crime in private houses 
not only of the highest, but of the humblest 
classes of society ? for, while there are thawcmds 
of the most trustworthy servants in the different 
spheres of life, are there not many others, both 
male aiid female, who grievously betray the trust 
which is placed in them ? 

How often, for example, do many, without the 
knowledge, authority, or consent, tacit or 
expressed, of their masters or mistresses, make 
so free with that which is not theirs as to 
iappropriate it to their own benefit, if not to 
their own use ? How often, also, do they act 
thus freely not merely to the ** helping of them- 
adves," but also to die helping of neutral par- 
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ties? And yet, wldle so free with the property 
of othersyhow frugal are they of their own? 
What greatly, abo, aggravates the guilt of such 
0(mduct, how grievous is it to think that in too 
matiy cases it is regarded as so trifling as to be 
unworthy of consideration ; and that, when it ia 
looked upon, in any sense, as a sin, it is attempted 
to be palliated on the most discreditable grovada 
*-«uoh 9a, abounding plenty, or a supposed sense 
of justice for services performed — grounds con-> 
demned by the twilight of reason, as well as by 
the light of revelation. In like manner, how 
frequently is this syst^n of purloining,, or pilfer^ 
ing, carried on by many Icx^ing-house keepers, 
er by those connected with such houses ? Is noft 
thifl^ in many instaocesi, so notorious that it is a 
eommoii subject of complaint that lifctle or nothing 
passes through their hands without becoming 
''small by degrees, and beauti&lly less?'' 

Not to dilate, howler, upon the various 
brandakes of tMs subject^ which ia &r from being 
pleasant, while the ccnnmand of Gknl, in genetal 
terms, is to every one, ^ thou shalt not stea^" aix^ 
more than break any other pree^t of the law, m 
order to teach us that every thing of the niature ol 
peculation must be strictly guarded against, we 
find Paul in his day calling upon Titus to er- 
hort servants, among their other duties, ''not to 
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purloiiiy but to show dl good fidelity." And as 
we are all servants in one a^ise or anoth^,--4li<a 
servants of Christ Jesus, if not of man — tloh 6z- 
hortation, like others, may justly be regarded ^ 
extending to us all; and especially, as wt &te 
luksured that '* thieves shall not inhmt the king- 
dom of Qod ; " thieves of no kind, any more than 
evil-doers of any other idass. For, if ^'sin^ in 
this, and in other respects, does not "findottt** 
the sinner here, will it not find him out hereafter ; 
and, if it is not now repented of and pardoned, is 
it not certain that it will not escape with im- 
punity ? But, even for the life that now is, is it 
not ever true that all such gain b a root of 
rottenness, as well as bitterness? In a word^ 
should not all who call themselvess by the name 
of Christ, be ^'faithful in that which is least," as 
well as " faithful in much ? " And, is it not, only 
when this is the case, that we can expect Christ 
to say to us at the great day of judgment, " well 
done, good and faithful servant, thou hast been 
faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler 
over many things ; enter thou into the joy of thy 
Lord?" 

However prevalent, therefore, the practice of 
petty thieving may be among those who are *^ of 
the world," justly may it be said, to all who are 
** of God," in reference to every thing that has 
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the slightest appearance of such a sin, *^ be not 
conformed to this world/' In this, as in other 
things, should there not be manifested an une- 
quivocal distinction between them and the men of 
the world? With you, my dear readers, who 
profess to be Christ's, is it so in this sense ? If 
not, it is evident that you are neither true 
practical non-<sonformists to the world, nor true 
Christians, 
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CHAPTER VII, 

-NON-CONFOEMITY TO THE WOBLD 

IN UNCLEANNES& 

** Go, go, Ve innoeent and live^ 
The tobgads of men may wound theo mto, 
But Heayen in mercy can forgive. 
And bid thee, <go and sin no more."* 

Again, all tt\te Christiaiis must ** not be con- 
formed to this world" in the practioeof any kind 
of undeannegs. This sin, not to speak of it in 
its grosser kindred forms, occupies the foremost 
place in the black catalogue of *^ the works of the 
flesh." Yet, it is a sin which is not only talked 
of lightly in the world, but boasted of as a part 
of worldly gallantry, and, as a natural consequence, 
generally characteristic of the men of the world. 
Of many it may even be declared, in the words ci 
holy writ, that '^ being past feeling> they have 
given themselves over unto lasciviousness, to 
work all unoleanness with greediness." For, al- 
though it is not licensed by the laws of the state 
in our country, as it is in some nations, while it 
lifts its head with unblushing effif^ontery in our 
cities and hurge towns, it is no less glaringly true 
i>2 
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that it riots to a shocking extent in our burghs 
and villages^ in our '^ elachans" and farm-stead- 
ings ; as well as in our army and navy, in the 
most abhorrent and revolting manner and mea- 
sure. Incredible, also, as it may appear to some, 
it can be asserted as an incontrovertible fact, that 
many, among the upper classes, who are known 
to be living in the indulgence of this infamous 
vice, are not only readily received info what is 
styled the best society, but highly respected. 
Frequently, too, they are caressed and idolized 
by high-born males and females, from neith^ of 
whom any such countenance might be expected. 
Mournful as it is to make such declarations 
concerning non*professors, it is much more so to 
to add, that there are strong grounds for con- 
cluding that, among too many professors of re- 
ligion, throughout the length and breadth of the 
land, the commission of this sin is far from being 
uncommon. In proof of this, we have only to 
point to the ''moral statistics" on this subject^ 
which are well known, but more particularly to 
ask, what but cases of discipline of this descrip- 
tion form the staple of '' Kirk-Session Records V 
In- many, indeed, of these cases this sin may be 
said to be the product of intemperance ; yet it is 
no less true, that it fearfully prevails altogether 
independently of such a secondary cause. While 
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in many instances, also, the fruit of this sin can- 
not be concealed, in some eases, with a view to 
conceal it, if possible, the unnatural and horrible 
crime of child-murder is resorted to ; but in in- 
numerable others, the deed of darkness escapes 
undetected and unpunished at the hand of man ; 
and yet, not scaithless. For, in addition to the 
bodily distempers which it entails, while ''it 
petrifies all the feelings," aA one from his own 
bitter experience has declared, it also frequently 
inflicts the deepest spiritual anguish. 

However, even in the cases that come to light, 
what a flood of " weeping, lamentation, and woe," 
is, from this cause, ever and anon carried into 
hundreds and thousands of families ? And from 
this cause, how many daughters as well as sons, 
who were once a mother's pride and a father's joy, 
become, if not a wreck and ruin, a source of the 
greatest sorrow and sadness ? Especially, *' for 
which things' sake," how justly even now, as the 
Apostle says, might '' the wrath of God come on 
the children of disobedience ? " For, were God, 
in his justice, to send among us the destroying 
angel, as he sent him among the Israelites, when 
Balak, the son of Beor, tempted them to commit 
fornication, and ''there died of them four and 
twenty thousand in one day," what an. immense 
slaughter would take place, not merely among 
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the men of the world, but among professing 
members of the Church ? Or, were God now to 
deal with the unclean as he did with the men of 
Sodom and Gomorrah, whose chief mn was that 
of *' giving themselves over to {omication, and 
going after strange flesh,'' how many might, from 
time to time, be also " set forth for an example^ 
suffering the vengeance of eternal fire ? " 

In opposition, therefore, to this vice, how 
appropriate are the exhortations of Scripture to 
all professing believers, " mortify your members 
which are upon the earth ; fornication, unclean- 
ness, inordinate affection, evil concupiscence;" 
and again, *' fornication, and all uncleanness, let 
it not be once named among you, as becometb 
saints;'' as well as the cognate sins in conver- 
sation, ^neither fllthiness, nor foolish talking, 
nor jesting, which are not convenient^" or be- 
coming ; and, in the spirit of these words, we 
may add, nor foul stories, nor filthy songs. 
How incumbent, also, is it upon all such to 
remember that " this is the will of Gt)d, even 
^eir sanctification" in this, as in other senses, 
and ^'that they abstain from fornication;" that 
they **fLee fornication," and likewise ''lay apart 
all filthiness, and superfluity of naughtiness," or 
everything like impurity in words as well as in 
works ; that they do " not company with forni- 
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cators'' as friends, "yet not altogether with the 
fornicators of this world, for then must they 
needs go out of the world ;" but, that " if any 
man, that is called a brother" in Christ, be a 
fornicator, " with such an one, no, not to eat ? " 
As a motive, likewise, to act in this way from a 
sense of the punishment of the sin, as well as 
frx>m a sight of the evil of it, how proper is it 
that they bear in mind that " neither fornicators, 
nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of 
themselves with mankind, shall inherit the king- 
dom of God;" but that along with " the abomin- 
able," all such " shall have their part in the lake 
that bumeth with fire and brimstone?" In 
short, as believers are " called not to unclean- 
ness, but unto holiness ; " as they are " not their 
own, but bought with a price;" and as their 
body as well as soul is "the temple of God," 
instead of "defiling that temple," they must 
" glorify God in their body and spirit^ which are 
God's." 

Not to expatiate, then, upon so delicate and 
disagreeable a subject, although the men of the 
world " yield themselves servants to uncleanness," 
all who are called by the name of Christ must 
"not be conformed to this world" in being 
guilty of this vile vice in the least, any more 
than in the highest degree. In this, as well as 
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in other respects, should there be an indisput- 
able difference between them, and the men of 
the world ? With you, my dear readers, who 
profess to be Ohrist's, is it so in this sense ? If 
not, it is self-evident that although you have 
a name in the Christian Church, you are any 
thing but true {nracdoal non-conformists to the 
world, and any thing but true Christians. 
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CHAPTEE Yin. 

NON-COlSrORMITT TO THE WORLD 
m DRUNKENNESS. 

^ Notr shmiy O shun the enchaDting cnp ; 
For, though its draught like joy appe«n», 
Ere long it will be ftuined with sighs. 
And saiUy mixed with blood and tears." 

All true Christians must also '' not be con- 
formed to this world" in the practice of any 
thing like drunkermesg. Drunkenness^ we need 
scarcely observe, is another of " the works of the 
flesh," or of corrupt human nature* Fotj the 
term ''flesh" is frequently used in Scripture to 
express the corruption^ or depravity, which 
exists, not so much in our bodies as in ous 
souls; the soul being the superior part of oat 
xiature, and the body only its instrument in the 
eonunission of sin. We must not, therefore^ 
speak of drunkenness, as some do, sa being 
merely " a physical evil," nor suppose that it gha 
be rightly cured ''by physical meajas*" It is, no 
doubt, a physical evil, inasmuch as it carries in 
its train, an almost infinite amount of bodily 
wretchedness and woe. It is chiefly, however, 
a moral or spiritual evil, as it not only orig^natea 
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in our depraved hearts, but "rages most within ;" 
and is ruinous to soul and body, for time and 
for eternity ; and the physical evil, as the effect, 
can only be truly removed by the removal of the 
spiritual evil, as the cause. In other words, 
drunkenness is one of the fruits of " sin dwelling 
in us," and one of the very worst. While it is, 
also, " exceeding sinful" in itself, it is likewise, 
far more frequently than any other sin, the occa- 
sion of almost every other kind of wickedness, 
and the source of the greatest misery. On this 
account, it may, comparatively speaking, be well 
designated, " the great ancestor of vice ;" or said 
to be, more than any other secondary cause, the 
parent of all the evils that exist in the world. 

For example, is it not mentaUy, in too many 
eases, the means of injuring the brain, the seat of 
intellect; of weakening the mind; of disordering 
the memory; of impairing the judgment ; of de- 
stroying the noblest talents ; of wrecking genius ; 
of dethroning reason ; and of inflicting insanity? 

Is it not gpirituaUyf in too many instances, the 
means of hardening the heart ; of unnerving the 
will; of searing the conscience; of carnalizing 
the affections ; of eradicating the finer feelings 
of humanity, whether in a state of nature or of 
grace ; of causing the greatest anguish, and also 
utter ruin ? 
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Is it not hodifyy too frequently, the means 
of disorganizing the whole constitution; of 
deranging the functions of the stomach ; of im 
pairing strength, although it imparts stimulus; 
of spoiling beauty ; of destroying health ; of in- 
ducing almost every kind of disease, and some^ 
times the most loathsome— disease of the heart 
and enlargement of the liver; jaundice and 
dropsy ; blood-shot eyes, or eyes sunk in their 
sockets, if not total blindness ; wan cheeks and 
a bloated countenance; trembling hands and 
tiny fmgers ; or again, ** a fat or flabby frame ;" 
parched lips and swollen legs; tottering steps 
and a shattered nervous system ; and likewise of 
entailing want and woe ; want of food and want 
of clothing ; poverty and pauperism ; rags and 
wretchedness; sensuality and suicide; of in- 
flaming the worst of passions ; of predisposing 
to the ravages of the pestilence ; and of commit- 
ting yearly to the drunkard's grave about 
seventy thousand persons ? 
. Is it not educcUiondUyy too often, the means of 
producing, and of perpetuating, the greatest ig- 
norance ; of vitiating the taste of the most culti- 
vated, and of barbarising the most refined ; of 
sacrificing the greatest learning, and of bartering 
away the highest attainments ; of reducing the 
most accomplished, in a literary and scientific 

B 
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sense, to the levdi of the most besotted, lind of 
leaving them a perfect ruin ? 

Is it not morally, in too many eases^ the 
means of banishing modesty ; of corrupting in- 
nocence; of destroying chastity; of sappng 
virtue; of exciting to every species of vice— 
cursing and swearings dissimulation and lying*, 
ii\|ustice and dishonesty, peculation and thefts 
robbery and house-breaking, dissoluteness and 
debauchery, lust and licentiousness, fornication 
and adultery, prc^igacy and profanity, b]a»« 
phemy and infidelity; and also of causing not 
only '^ nine^tenths of all the crime" in the king- 
dom, but countless cases of sin not pulushaUe 
by the law of man ? 

Is it not rdijfUnuly the occasion, in innuina> 
able cases, of sinking piety, and of promoting 
ungodlinjBSs ; of profiainng the Sabbath, and ai 
preventing attendance upon the sanctuary; ol 
despising the Scriptures, and of neglecting the 
great salvation ; of raising one of the strongest 
external barriers to the rec^tion of the gos|^l, 
and of obstructing its progress ; of scandaJiad^g 
Christianity, and of dishonouring the name ol 
Christ ; of thinning chiurches^ and of thwarting 
the efforts of Sabbath-schools; of causing the 
dedensicm,. and of consummating the ruin, of 
ohurch-gok)g people; of furnishing the ehiel 
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csases of Church discipline, and of expelling 
office-bearers, as well as members, from Church 
communion ; of denying, no less than regecting, 
Ofariat, and of casting off the fear of God ; of 
trampling upon divine grace, and of retarding 
the divine glory ? 

Is it not domesticaUff, too often, the means of 
ensnaring the young in common with the old, and 
of ruining families; of producing variance and 
strife, and of stirring up broils and brawls ; of 
leading to revelry and riot, and of occasioning 
aching heads and broken hearts ; of desolating 
hearths, and of breaking up '^ happy homes ;'' of 
converting houses into hovels, and of making 
them furnitureless as well as filthy ; of rendering 
fniiiions houseless as well as homeless, friendless, 
and forlorn ; of leading parents to neglect and 
maltreat their children, as well as one another, 
and children to neglect and maltreat their 
parents; of causing parents to be ashamed of 
their children, and children to be ashamed of 
their parents ; of alienating husbands from wives, 
and wives from husbands ; of separating the one 
from the other, or of the one abandoning the 
other; and of r€«idering husbands widowers, and 
wives widows, parents childless, and children 
orphans? 

Is it not socidUy, too often, the means of 
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sullying the highest honour, and of staining 
the fairest fiime ; of blasting the brightest pros- 
pectSy and of blighting the liveliest hopes ; of 
extinguishing the noblest spirit of independence, 
and of deadening the holiest aspirations ; of in- 
curring disgrace, and of insuring degradation; 
of wrecking character, and of losing caste ; of 
producing '' the worst specimens of humanity/' 
and of rendering men objects of loathing to their 
fellow-creatures; of »nking them below the 
beasts that perish, and of making them nothing 
better than the foulest of fiends, or as devilish as 
demons ; of impelling them to do, as well as to 
say, what they would never otherwise have said 
or done ; of prompting to feuds and fights, and 
of promoting brutality and bloodshed ; of excit- 
ing to poisoning and drowning, and of occasioning 
manslaughter and murder ? 

Is it notj fnanciaMy, indwtriaUy, and commer^ 
eiaUyy too frequently, the means of spending 
hard-won wages, and of squandering fortunes ; 
of forfeiting the best of situations, and of prevent- 
ing future engagements; of undoing business, 
and of producing bankruptcy ; of causing ship- 
wrecks, and of occasioning burnings ; of indu- 
cing the saddest accidents, and of inflicting the 
heaviest caLannties ; of wasting property, and of 
losing lives? 
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Is it not ffTofetsionMy^ too often, the mean sof 
ruining those who are employed, and of wreck- 
ing employers ; of pauperizing the hard-working 
man, and of beggaring the easy gentleman ; of 
expelling teachers from their schools, and of 
stripping surgeons of their practice ; of wither- 
ing the Jaurels of poets, and of tarnishing the 
reputation of philosophers ; of hurling senators 
from their seat, and of driving judges from the 
bench; of depriving preachers of their license, 
and of deposing ministers from their office ? 

Is it not, also, cmUy and natumailyy too much, 
the means of producing pauperism, and of in- 
creasing parochial assessment, and national taxa- 
tion ; of erecting hospitals, and of enlarging in- 
firmaries ; of building prisons and penitentiaries, 
and of multiplying hulks and houses of refuge ; of 
crowding orphan institutions and charity work- 
houses, and of filling Lunatic as well as Magda- 
lene asylums ; of causing, more or less, at all 
times, deamess of bread, and of creating dearth 
in seasons of scarcity; of destroying annually 
six millions of quarters of grain, and of spending 
yearly seventy millions of money — " a sum fully 
equal to the whole revenue of the kingdom ;" of 
promoting disorder, and of producing degeneracy ; 
of demoralizing society, and of depopulating a 
country ; of being destructive to the bodUy, as 
e2 
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well as to the moral welfare of a people, and 
even of being detrimental to the existence of the 
human race — as in the case of ** the native tribes 
of America and Australia ? '' 

In fine, while it is, tewforcMy, too frequently, 
the means of conducing to idleness, and of de- 
stroying usefulness ; of misimproving golden op- 
portunities, and of neglecting the most precious 
privileges ; of forfeiting happiness, and of inflict- 
ing misery; of piercing its victims with the 
greatest agony, and of visiting them with ddirium 
tremens, or what are called " the horrors," images 
the most frightful — is it not eternally the occasion 
of causing multitudes, both of young and old, jto 
live unmindful of heaven, and neglectful of hell ; 
of ruining not only millions of non-professors, 
but thousands of professors of religion, and of 
hurrying them, "shrivelled, shivering, and shriek- 
ing," to the place of darkness; and thus of 
consigning them to the drunkard's doom ? 

Such is drunkenness in itself, and such are 
some of its fearful fruits. For, who can ade- 
quately recount its doings, or exhaust "the 
black list" of evils that flow from it ? Yet, im- 
perfect as the picture thus presented is, is it not 
appalling ; and, by the statistics of drunkenness 
which are patent to all, is it not fully authenti- 
cated ? At the same time, may not very much 
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of what is predicated of drunkenness be strictly 
applied to the drinking system, which is too 
generally the pioneer of drunkenness ? 

For such reasons, is it too much to speak of 
drunkenness as a blot, and a sore ; as a disease, 
and a cancer ; as a leprosy, and a plague spot ; 
as a moral nuisance, and a monster social evil ; 
as the scandal of the Church, and the curse of 
the country; as the most noxious Upas tree 
that ever existed, and the greatest scourge of 
humanity; as the worst species of slavery 
although self-imposed, and the most despotic of 
slave-masters although willingly served; and 
even, as the greatest enemy and destroyer of 
man? And yet, if its progress has now been 
stayed, has it not of late years increased at the 
most rapid rate — ^with little less than railway 
speed? Is it not, also, still the reigning sin of 
the present day, not only in the Old, but in the 
Kew World? Especially, is it not "Britain's 
greatest sin, and Britain's foulest stain;" Scot- 
lands true "rampant grievance," and deepest 
wound ? For, although this crying sin has been 
more or less common in all ages, aivi it could 
be said of heathen countries, "they that be 
drunken are drunken in the night," has not the 
bad pre-eminence been reserved for our times 
to witness drunkenness by day, as well as by 
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night, in a most disgraceful degree ; and for our 
generation to be branded as a drunken genera* 
tion? On account of the heinousness of this 
sin itself, not to speak of others, may not God, 
in the way of judgment, have caused it to in- 
crease, as it has done ? May he not, also, justly 
say to us as a nation and a Church, what he 
said to Israel of old, ^' drink ye, and be drunken, 
and spue, and fall, and rise no more?" Be- 
cause of it, likewise, may not ** the land," in no 
moderate measure, be said at present to ''mourn?" 
For, while other sins are slaying their hundreds 
and thousands, it may be said to be slaying its 
hundreds of thousands, and millions; and to 
have been, in God's dealings with us, one of the 
procuring causes of the war, as well as of the 
pestilence, and of other heart-rending calamities. 
For such reasons, also, is it too much to speak 
of intoxicating drink, in the strong terms which 
are often applied to it, when it is used otherwise 
than medicinally ? For, although no one expects, 
far less intends, that any bodily or spiritual, 
personal or domestic, evils will follow in hU case, 
are not these, and the other evils noticed above^ 
too commonly its invariable consequences? 
Thus, do not too many who '' quaff the cup, 
drink the bitter dregs?" For, is not intoxicat- 
ing drink, in its infl^enoe, the most wily and 
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winning, the most beguiling and bewitching, 
the most insinui^ting and ensnaring? On this 
account, when any come to a certain point 
within its reach — a point varying in different 
persons at different distances — ^may it not be 
said to suck them in, like a whirlpool, with 
almost irresistible power? Is it not, likewise, 
often the means of forming so inveterate as well 
as so vicious a habit, bodily and spiritually, 
that it becomes almost incurable? And, does 
it not frequently create so insatiable a craving, 
that, rather than not have it gratified, some 
have expressly declared that they would prefer 
everlasting destruction to abstaining from intoxi- 
cating drink ? Thus, is it not at once the most 
£iscinatlng and the most fatal, the most deceiving 
and the most destructive, of instrumentalities; 
a flattering potion and a sweet poison; too 
frequently the water, not of life, but of death ? 

Now, although all this is undeniably, true of 
drunkenness, as well as of intoxicating drink, 
does not this sin frightfully prevail not only 
among non-professors, but professors of religion ; 
and not only among members, but ofSce-bearers 
and ministers, of the Church? Ought this, 
however, so to be? For, is not the sin of 
drunkenness, as much as the sin of undeanness^ 
'^not to be once named" atnong those who are 
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called saints, and that which they should moat 
carefully avoid? Is it not, also, the express 
admonition of Christ hinnself to all his followers^ 
** take heed lest at any time your heart be over- 
charged with drunkenness,'' as well as ''with 
surfeiting?" May it not, likewise, ever be de- 
clared, to the professing people of God, by way 
of denunciation, what was said of old to 
drunkards among the Jews, ''woe to the 
drunkards of Ephraim ;'' and added, by way of 
punishment, that "drunkards shall not inherit 
the kingdom of God," any more than thieves or 
fornicators, but "have their portion in the 
blackness of darkness, where the worm dieth 
not, and the fire is not quenched?" The more 
prevalent, also, drunkenness may at any time 
become, or the more violently it may break out^ 
«hould they not the more strenuously set their 
faces, like a flint, against it ? — and yet, not in 
their own strength, but in the promised strength 
of God; and not through human, but divine 
means, and also in dependence upon the divine 
blessing. For being, as it is, a mce, it must be 
treated like the o^er viceSy and not bb a mere 
physical evil. As it is, also, one of the very 
worst of vices, the means of divine appointment 
can alone be sufficient for truly restraining and 
removing it, and also for implanting in the 
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heart, and mamfesting in the life, the opposite 
virtue. 

Although drunkenness, therefore, like other 
vices, will never cease to be, more or less, one 
of the distinguishing characteristics of worldly 
men in. general, the opposite virtue must ever 
be descriptive of all who call themselves Chris- 
tians ; and nothing like the similitude of intem- 
perance must be laid to tiieir charge. In other 
words, of all the sins which predominate in the 
world and in the Church, in reference to none 
more than to drunkenness, and to every thing 
that leads to it, may it be said to all who bear 
the name of Christ, " be not conformed to this 
world.'' In this» aa in other respects, should 
there not be exhibited the broadest diffepenoe 
between them and the men of the world ? Ver- 
bally, indeed^ this will readily be acknowledged 
to be proper ; and yet practically how far is it 
firom being acted up to ? With you, my dear 
readers, who profess to be Christ's, how is it in 
this sense ? Can nothing like an imputation of 
drunkenness^ or of promoting drunkenness, be- 
brought against you ? If not^ you aice neither 
true practical non-conformists to the world^ nor 
true Christians. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

NON-CONFORMITY TO THE WORLD 
IN ITS DRINKING CUSTOMS. 

** Heayen call8,~and can I yet delay? 
Can anght on earth «ngag^ my itay? 

Ah I wretched, lingering heart I 
Come, Lord, with streng^, and life, and light. 
Assist and goide my upward flighty 

And bid the world depart." 

That all true Christians may, in the present 
state of the country, guard against every thing 
like drunkenness in themselves, and be not '^ par-' 
takers of the sin" of others in acquiring this 
sinful habit, they must, also, " not be conformed 
to this world" in its drinking cugtoms. These 
customs may be described as consisting in giving 
and taking intoxicating drink, of one kind or 
another, as a beverage or refreshment. While 
they, also, pervade all the branches of society 
from the highest to the lowest, they prevail at all 
times and at all seasons, in all places and in all 
circumstances. For example, they are common 
at early and at late hours ; in the morning and 
at mid-day ; in the afternoon and at night ; during 
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dinner, and after dinner, if not immediately be- 
fore dinner; in "the last cup of tea" and at 
supper; on Sabbaths, as well as on week days; on 
common Sabbaths and still more on Communion 
Sabbaths, with their ^* eke ;" at Christmas and at 
Christenings ; at the close of the Old and at the 
commencement of the New year ; at New-hansel 
and at Old-hansel Monday, and speciaUy, till of 
late, on Sacramental Mondays. 

These customs are, also, common in summer 
and in winter ; in hot and in cold weather ; in 
fine and in foul weather ; in the country and in 
the city ; in public and in private ; at meeting and 
on parting ; in receiving and on returning posits ; 
in the parlour and in the drawing-room ; in the 
dining-room and in the kitchen; on removing 
£rom an old dwelling and on " heating" a new one ; 
in the discharge of business as well as in the way 
of pleasure ; in commencing and in closing the 
labours of the day; in feeing servants and in em- 
ploying workmen ; in beginning and on ending 
apprenticeships ; in entering upon and on leaving 
places of occupation ; at the founding and on the 
finishing of a building ; at the dedication and also 
at the consecration of a Church ; in the workshop 
and in the washing-house ; before a journey and 
after a journey ; in trading as well as in travelling ; 
in buying and in selling ; in the market and in 
p 
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the manufactory ; behind the oountctr and in the 
oounting-house ; in paying and on receiving 
wages; at raffles and at raoes; 6ii trips and at 
trysts ; in riding and in driving ; in cabs and m 
coaches ; in carts and in carriages, whether drawti 
by horses or by steam ; in busses and in boats ; 
on land and on sea; in the camp and (m the deep; 
in foreign climes as well in our own crest-faill«Bi 
country; in the New no less than iik the Old 
World. 

Thede customs are equally cbmmon in ^eaty 
and in poverty; in wealth and in Want; In 
profi^rity and in adversity ; in joy and in grief; 
in triumphs and in trials ; in health and in mkr 
ness ; when Mondayish and wh^i nbirthful ; it 
dulness and in liveliness ; at fet6s and at fairis ; 
at feasts oiid at festrvak ; at pai^ies aiid at *' ^o» 
nies }" at balls and at concerfo ; at marriages' and 
at m^^y-makiilgs ; at btrth» and at burii^ ; at 
baptis»ns and ai ban^ettngs ; on pHvate birtht- 
days and on public anniv^rseirjes y at introductofy 
and at valedictory dinn^fs ; ai ordiilary^ no le»9 
than at extraoi^dmary, and at oidkAition d^aaffts ; 
at ehu» and at county dinners ; *t clerical tdid Ht 
eommoreialdimiersf; atthe<^ogiefil and atthead*- 
Heal Comets ; at oivic and at state diiinef^ ; at 
royal and at im]^eriid ^nn^nt ; through file- alkd 
al death. 
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On diese, and oountless other ooeasions, do not 
memben of the Church, and that not a few, vie 
with the men of the worlds and with one another, 
in doing what is called ^^ justice" to these cus- 
toms^ and on many occasions, is not he who does 
them ^Hhe greatest justice," deemed the truest 
well-wisher, or the most loyal subject ? Thus, 
these customs are so many and so mighty, that 
they may justly be spoken of as being at once a 
legion and a phalanx, a Briareus and a Hydra. 
Thus, consequently, intoxicating drink comes to 
be so frequently used among all ranks, that it may 
too often be said to be nothing but drink — ^drink 
^-drink ! Thus is it not said, as well supposed, 
that nothing can <' go on," or " get on," succeed 
or prosper, without such drink ? Thus, is is not 
regarded as something like oil to keep the 
machinery of life in motion ? Thus, is it not, 
also, looked upon as a perfect pancieeaf or fae- 
totum ; as an article which, by no means, can be 
dispensed with, and to be in want of which is 
considered by many shamefully disrespectful ? 

No one, indeed, wiU deny that these customs 
proceed from the profession of kindly and social 
feelings ; that they are highly and widely sanc- 
tioned by human authority ; and that they have 
been shared in and supported, more or less, by 
all. At the same time, it must be admitted, 
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that they are, strictly speaking, worldly, and 
not Christian, customs; customs imported into 
the Church from the world ; and that they have 
been adopted by the best, just because they have 
become the customs of the country. With the 
greatest propriety, therefore, it may be asked in 
our day, are these customs, which have increased 
to so great a height, such in their nature, and 
such in their general effects, that they can be 
regarded as sanctioned by the letter, or spirit, of 
Christianity ; and should they continue to form 
the exponent of Christian friendship, or the bond 
of dnristian fellowship ? When viewed even in 
the light of reason, are they such as to be worthy 
of being patronized and perpetuated by true 
philanthropists? Especially, when viewed in 
the light of revelation, are they such as to be 
worthy of being approved and practised by true 
Christians ? 

While they originate in the way of treating 
friends and strangers, is not the intoxicating 
drink by which they are upheld of the most 
insinuating and destructive nature, when used 
otherwise than medicinally ? More particularly, 
does not this treating lead, too frequently, at 
other times, to the tasting of such drink ? Does 
not this Uuting, again, although it be only occa- 
sionally, lead, too generally, to tippling? And 
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does not this tippling lead, too eommonly, to tn- 
temperoMce — oonfirmed intemperaace ? Thus, 
may not these customs be said to be the means 
of producing drunkenness, or to form the manu- 
&etory for making drunkards? Thus, from 
these customs, may not the drunkenness of our 
times, in a great measure, be said to have arisen ? 
For, although they are intended for good, and 
not for evil, do they not, in innumerable in- 
stances, prove the very reverse ? Although, at 
first, they seem innocent and harmless, do they 
not, too often, turn out most injurious and hurt- 
ful ? Although they are, also, thought pleasant 
and profitable at the time, are they not, too fre«- 
quently, felt to be highly prejudicial and per- 
nicious in many ways ? Although they are even 
considered useful and necessary, after a Uttle 
investigation and experience, are they not found, 
not only useless and unnecessary in a bodily 
sense, when we are in health, but, in a spiritual 
sense, ensnaring and sinful ; sinful, not, indeed, 
directly, but indirectly in a high degree? In 
other words, do not these customs too often 
prove the greatest of stumbling-blocks in th^ 
way of sinners, and the greatest of snares in th^ 
way of saints? Bo they not, also, too frequently, 
form the strongest incentives to sin, and open 
the flood gates to eveiiy species of wickedness ? 

ir2 
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Thus, instead of ameliorating either the Church 
or the world, do they not become the means of 
sadly deteriorating both ? 80 long, also, as they 
are kept up by the members of the Church, as 
well as by the men of the world, may not the 
drunkard-making process be said to be main- 
tained in full operation ; and from them, as so 
many sluices or streams, what can we expect 
but a deluge of drunkenness, with all its disas- 
trous concomitants ? 

For such reasons, would not these customs be 
more " honoured by oZ^ in the breach than in the 
observance;" and especially by all who name 
the name of Christ? For, although '^in the 
world," is it not required of believers that they 
be " not of the world" in any thing that leads to 
sin, any more than in what is actually sinful ? 
In reference, therefore, to these customs, which 
are much more fraught with sin than any other 
worldly customs, may not the exhortation of 
Scripture be most appropriately addressed to all 
the professing people of God, " be not conformed 
to this world ? " In this, as in all other things 
that lead to sin, as well as that are sinful, is it 
not obvious that their non-conformity to the 
world is not optional, but obligatory; not a 
mcOter of chaicBf bui of duty? Is not this duty, 
also, the more obligatory, in proportion as the 
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evil that flows from these customs is greater than 
that which flows from others ? In shorty would 
not it be the grossest inconsistency^ and the 
greatest absurdity, to suppose that these customs 
should form an excepti<m to worldly non-confor- 
mity ? For, is it not peculiarly characteristic of 
them, that they are customs not of a trifling or 
indifferent nature, aa many worldly customs are, 
but essentially connected with the interests of 
morality, and extend through all the ramifica- 
tions of society ? And, in too many cases, do 
they not lay the foundation of drunkenness, 
which is at once one of the greatest of sins, and 
one of the worst of habits, and in each of these 
senses too easily acquired ? 

As a necessary consequence, should not all 
professing Christians, as the best citizens of the 
world, not only deny themselves to intoxicating 
drink, socially as well as singly, unless when 
strictly required as medicine, but also, meekly 
yet firmly, denounce the drinking customs of 
society, at all seasons and in all circumstances ? 
Instead of succumbing to them in a spirit of 
servility, or of bowing the knee before them as 
so many idols, should they not stoutly oppose 
them, and wage against them a war of extermina- 
tion, more than against other worldly usages? 
Should they not even take the lead in emanci- 
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pating the world, as well as the Church, from 
''the crowned tyranny of custom '^ in these re- 
spects, and thus free both from the heaviest 
bondage ? Or, why should we not say, perbh 
at once, and for ever, ''the fashion of this 
world"— every worldly custom, and every 
worldly agency, that tends to the promotion of 
drunkenness, and to the producing of drunkards 
— rather than peril the temporal and eternal 
welfare of our fellow-creatures, and our fellow* 
Ghristians, as well as our own? 

Accordingly, should not all who profess to be 
Christ's, sedulously beware of pleading that in- 
toxicating drink, whether it be "a dram" or "a 
glass of wine," is that which can most readily be 
presented to visitors, and which avoids expense 
as well as trouble ? Fop, might not many things 
as a substitute for "the black and the white 
bottle," be b» conveniently procured, and as 
cheaply employed? Instead of speaking and 
acting thus, should they not» in the spirit of 
non-conformity to the world, cease, with " con* 
scientious consistency," to make use of every 
kind of intoxicating drink in the way of hoq>i- 
tality or generosity, acquaintanceship or friend- 
ship, courtesy or kindness, gratification or enjoy- 
ment ? In the spirit^ also, of non-oosf ormity to 
ike world, should they not when alone, no less 
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than when in company, banish all such drink 
from their dining-room and drawing-room, from 
their parlour and kitchen, and from their tea 
and supper table ? Especially, should not thi^ 
be the case with females, both high and low . 
For if they are not " the strongest," according 
to the Persian proverb, do they not possess, in 
a great measure, the power, under God, not 
only of regulating and refining the social cus- 
toms of the Christian and civil community, but 
of restraining and revolutionizing these customs ? 
And while not conforming themselves to these 
drinking customs, should they not beware of 
extending to others, what is now called, in a 
sorry sense, Ma liberty of the press; and, also, 
the privilege of access to the medicine chest, 
when it is not a healing draught, but hurtful 
drink, that is sought for ? In a word, should 
not all who are Christ's make the precept, " be 
not conformed to this world" their practical 
key-note, or maxim, in regard to the drinking 
customs of society, as well as drunkenness 
itself? 

Thus, will they not act not contrary, but con- 
formably, to the letter as well as the spirit of 
Scripture ? Thus, will they not at once possess 
a heavenly precept as the basis of their practice, 
and prove themselves true peiagtical non- 



74 NON-CONFORMITT 

COMTORMUITS, the best of "non-conBr* Thus, 
instead of being ashamed of such a title, or of 
avowing themselves Chbistian AB8TAiN£BSy 
should the J not rather glory in it ? Thus, espe* 
eially, will they not meet these drinking customs, 
not on the warrant of the world but of the word; 
not on human but on divine authority ; not in 
the name of man but of God ; not in their own 
strength, which is but weakness at the best, but 
in the strength of the Lord of Hosts, whose they 
are, and whom they serve ? Thus, will they not 
strike most effectively at the root of the gigantic 
system of drink-giving and drink*taking, and «t 
ihe equally gigantic sin of drunkenness ? And 
thus, may they not expect to encounter these 
evils most successfully, and triumphantly over- 
come them ? In this way, also, more than in any 
other, may they not cherish the confidence that 
the drinking customs of society will soon come 
to be regarded, in the Church at least, as unkind 
aa well as unchristian; antiquated as well as 
worldly ; disreputable as well as unfashionable ? 
We are ready, indeed, to admit that the abuse 
of any thing is no solid reason against the use 
of it. Tet, it must be conceded, that ^' when the 
abuse of any thing, however useful in itself, is so 
frequent as to be almost a necessary consequence 
of its use," and when its sad eflfeots are general 
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etetk Among those who do not go to excess, then^ 
mfty not the rejection of that thing, unless when 
medicinally needed, be said to be a ikity; a dut^ 
on the part of every true patriot, but partionlaf ly 
of every true believer ? ^or, who that has BXif 
thing of *Hhe milk of human kindness," ha% 
especially of '^the love of Christ/' dwelling In 
his heart, wo«ild not renounce what is likely to 
prove ruinous to others, if not to himsdf ? The 
greater, also, that likelihood is, will not such a 
one, the readier, renotmce that thing ? Buty if 
thore be a case in the whole cirde of human «&• 
fairs which comes under this class of duties, th« 
case now before us — ^the Case of intOxicatH^ 
drink, by which the drinking customs are upheld 
«-is dearly one of this description* While rea^ 
son, therefoitey sanctions this, does not revelation 
frequently cemmasid it ? (1 John iii.l6 ; e^ pcutimh) 
We aife, aboy free to acknowledge that Chris* 
tianity teiches us the right use of every thiii§|s^ 
and the abu^e of nothing. Biit Ire must, lik^ 
wise^ bear* in mind that it teaches us not only 
to pAiCtr ''lead us not hito temptatioii,f' but to 
** abstaiiBt from' aB appearance of evil.'* And, 9m h 
is a liotorious fact^ that intoxicating drink is^ firoiS 
its nati:ttre,r one of the most* subtle and ileduetiVd 
tem^atioDS, is it proper in any,> and especiatly 111 
prof eiting C^Mristians^ to tamper with such a Ump* 
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tation, either singly or socially ; and far less to 
run precipitately into it, not merely occasionally, 
but almost daily ? Besides, as intoxicating drink, 
whether used individually or collectively, is in 
too many instances productive of the greatest 
evO, are those who name the name of Christ to 
abstain from the appearance of ciXl oiher emls, and 
not from this evil even in appearance ? In like 
manner, if Christianity cannot, strictly speakings 
be said to forbid the partaking of any kind of 
drink, any more than any kind of meat, it may, 
also, certainly be regarded as calling upon us to 
consider the nature of that drink, and likewise 
the effects which are known to result from it, and 
then to use it accordingly. And the more detri- 
mental and destructive, as well as doubtful and 
dangerous, that drink is shown to have been in 
the past, from its public and private histoiy, the 
more powerfully are we all commanded, by rea- 
son as well as revelation, to abstain f^m it in 
the future. Besides, if we are neither to take to 
ourselves, nor give to others, any thing in the 
shape of meat that is of a hurtful or sinful ten- 
dency, surely we ought to act similarly in regard 
to drink, both towards ourselves and others. 
[Especially, if it be true, as it is asserted on the 
highest medical authority, that intoxieatinff drink 
is, more or less, as the term etymologically de- 
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,-BQtes; poisonous drink, however " slow a poison" 
it may b^ then, on the ground of bodily mjuri- 
.^osness, although for a time we may be iusen- 
sible of injury, the voice of Chemistry, as well as 
of Christianity, calls upon us to abstain from it^ 
not only in excess, but in moderate use, or to 
.use it, like other poisons^ only when medically 
prescribed Consequently, it ought to be used, 
not when in health, but in sickness; not in 
large, but in small doses ; not in social, but in 
solitary doses; not so much when from home, 
as at home; not as often, but as seldom as 
possible ; and, if possible, never* 

Here, however, it may be properly asked, do 
we not read in Scripture of iyine being used 
both singly and socially ? To this question we 
need scarcely reply, that we do ; but in each of 
these senses we also read of it being abstained 
from. For example, in the case of Timothy, 
who appears to have been a rigid abstainer from 
wine, and a drinker of water, we find it recom- 
mended medicinally, as when Paul says> ^' dnvk 
no more water, but use a little wine, for thy 
stomach's sake, and thine often infirmities." But 
even in this case, it is worthy of notice, that, in 
the spirit of the above remarks, only ^'a little 
wine " is prescribed. In this restricted sense, also, 
^henthe use of wine is permitted.in time of health. 
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with the permission we have a caution added, aa 
when Paul says to the Ephesians, *^ be not filled 
with wine, wherein is excess, but be filled with 
the Spirit/' Again, when the permission to use 
it thus sparingly is abused, and any thing like the 
shadow of drunkenness is the result, we have 
seen that the highest penalty is frequently de* 
nounoed in holy writ. As a contrast, however, 
to the prescribed and proper use of wine, we 
have, in the case of Noah singly, not to mention 
others, a most melancholy instance of its abuse. 
We, likewise, read in Scripture of wine being 
used socially, when Melchisedec, " the priest of 
the Most High God, brought forth wine,'* as 
well as "bread," and set them before Abra- 
ham, upon his return from the slaughter of the 
five kings. We have, also, instances upon re* 
cord of its being used socially, as an instrument 
for the accomplishment of the vilest of purposes, 
as in the case of Lot, and others. And because 
our blessed Saviour required to be " tempted in 
all points like as we are," and yet " without sin," 
not only is he said to have " come eating and 
drinking," and styled " a man gluttonous, and a 
wine-bibber;" but we read of him converting 
water into wine at the marriage in Cana of 
Chdilee, as well as drinking of " the fruit of the 
vine," when he instituted the ordinance of the 
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Supper, and saying to his disciples, ''drink ye 
aUofit." 

On the other hand, in reference to abstinence 
from wine, not only do we read in Scripture of 
Samson, of John the Baptist, and of other Naza- 
rites, " not drinking wine nor strong- drink," but 
also of Daniel, along with the three Hebrew 
youths, ''purposing in his heart not to defile 
himself with the portion of the king's meat, nor 
with the wine which he drank ;" and likewise of 
the Bechabites " not drinking wine," as well as 
not "building houses, sowing seed, planting 
vineyards, nor possessing any," in obedience to 
the command of their father. 

But, although all this is the case, not to allude 
to the different terms in the original of the Old 
Testament by which wine is expressed, it is per- 
fectly palpable, from the English version of the 
Bible, that two kinds of wine are spoken of as 
having been in use among the Jews ; namely, that 
which was strictly "the fndt of the vine," and that 
which was not so; in other words, pure wine, as 
freshly procured from nature, and mixed wine, as 
formally prepared by art ; or what may be called 
" weak" and " strong" wine ; unintoxicating and 
intoxicating wine. In no other way can the fol- 
lowiog passages be consistently understood, or so 
explained as not to make Scripture contradict 
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itself. Thus wh^n " tvine" is, in one place, said 
to ^^make glad the heart .of man;" in another; 
*' strong drink" is said to be *^ raging, and who- 
soever is deceived thereby, is not wise." In like 
manner, when it is said, " give wine unto those 
that be of heavy hearts,** in reference to some of 
the sad effects which result from wine, not so 
much in its natural or simple, as in its artificial 
or drugged state, it is asked, ^^ who hath woe ? 
who hath sorrow ? who hath contentions ? who 
hath babblings? who hath wounds without 
cause? who hath redness of eyes?" and the 
answer returned not only is, "they that tarry 
long at the wine," or who use much weak wine,- 
which, like every thing else in excess, must more 
or less injure; but it is added, as to the wine 
especially meant, " they that go to seek mixed 
wine ; look not at the wine when it is red," in its 
artificial redness, " when it glveth its colour in 
the cup ; when it moveth itself aright," through 
the stimulants infused into it; "at the last it 
biteth like a serpent, and stingeth like an adder." 
Not to adduce other instances by way of con- 
trast, it thus appears that, as often as wine is 
spoken of in Scripture, we are evidently at liberty 
to consider what kind is intended, unless some- 
thing is stated, either directly or indirectly, to sig- 
nify the same. In like manner, when it is spoken- 
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of in Scripture with approbation^ we are warranted 
to conclude that it must be unmixed wine^ the 
unadulterated juice of the grape, that is meant. 
Besides, it is well known that, in ancient times, 
the best wine was not the strongest, but, as 
Pliny and others testify, '^ most freed from the 
intoxicating element." However, in order to 
guard against excess in the use even of the 
weakest wine, the express admonition of Scripture 
isy " be not among wine-bibbers," among those ad- 
dicted to such wine from habit or from love of it, 
any more than '^ among riotous eaters of flesh ; 
for the drunkard," as well as ^' the glutton," shall 
^^come to poverty." In reference, also, to the 
medicinal and proper use of mixed wine, in the 
case of those who are in a weak or dying state, 
we also read in Scripture, ''give strong drink 
unto him that b ready to perish ;" to 1dm who 
needs it as a cordial, and who will drink soberly ; 
to him who will '' use it for want, and not for 
wantonness." 

Surely, then, it is not too much to assert that 
it was pure wine which Melchisedec set before 
Abraham ; and especially, that it was pure wine 
which Christ mii'aculoiisly produced at the mar- 
riage in Caua, wlieu '^ the modest water saw its 
Lord, and blushed." For, not only did the 
governor of the feast say to the bridegroom 
g2 
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" thou hast kept the best wine until now," and 
the company had already " well drunk," but the 
quantity provided was no less than about eighty- 
six gallons. And it cannot for a moment be 
supposed that He, who is a perfect pattern in all 
things, would have furnished, to such an extent 
|U9 this, wine of an intoxicating nature, or "strong 
drink," as it is styled in Scripture. Neither 
is it too much to conclude, that the wine of 
which Christ partook at the passover, when he 
instituted the ordinance of the Supper, was pure 
wine. As an incidental proof of this, we may 
add, that nothing that contained leaven or fer- 
ment wBS, during the passover season, partaken 
of by the Jewff, or even permitted to remain in 
their houses. Were such wine, therefore, found 
in our country, "a generous glass of wine," a 
glass of so "pure an article," might at all times 
be partaken of with the greatest safety, singly 
and socially ; and not merely in glasses, but in 
goblets. So we might use it daily as a wholes- 
some beverage ; and so, it is still used in vine 
<50untries. 

Apart, however, from all these considerations, 
it cannot be denied that the wine which is used 
in our northern olime is largely compounded of 
brandy, and of what not ; and is thus altogetiier 
different in its " amount of intoxicating power^' 
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from that of eastern countries in its natural state. 
Above all, it must not be forgotten, that, while 
drunkenness is the besetting sin of the present 
day, it has arisen not so much from wine, as 
from ardent spirits ; and that while this kind of 
intoxicating drink was unknown till about a 
thousand years after the birth of Christ, it espe- 
cially creates the most insatiable of appetites, 
mad the most inveterate of habits. 

Whether, then, the drunkenness of our times, 
has arisen from one cause more than another, 
being, as our circumstances are so different in many 
respects from those in ancient times, what, it 
may well be asked, is the duty of the professing 
people of God as to every kind of intoxicating 
drink ? Is it consistent with what they owe to 
themselves and others to encourage, either singly 
ior socially, the use of any such kind of drink, 
except when it is medicinally required; or to 
countenance the drinking customs by which the 
sin of drunkenness is too often committed and 
re-committed, and the habit of drunkenness too 
frequently formed and fed? As the body, as 
well as the soul, is the seat of this and other 
sins ; and as every kind of intoxicating drink is 
peculiarly adapted to our depraved nature, in a 
bodily as Well as in a spiritual sense, instead of 
^pampering the body by such a stimulant, or 
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"making provision for the flesh to fulfil the 
lusts thereof," should they not rather "mortify," 
or " crucify" it in themselves, and also in others, 
so far as the means are within their power ? Is 
not this the command of Christ their Lord and 
Saviour ? In other words, without saying that 
it is unlawful or sinful to partake even of the 
strongest of intoxicating drink, as such drink of 
every kind is of the most insinuating and en« 
snaring nature, is it proper in professing Chris- 
tians to tamper with such a temptation ? Or, in 
tampering with it, are they in the way of duty ? 
Or, without limiting the power of God, and 
saying that " the grace of God cannot, except 
by a miracle, prevent a man from being a 
drunkard, if he drinks," is it right in them to 
"tempt the Lord their God" by a frequent use 
of intoxicating drink, or by any other than a 
medicinal or sacramental use of it ? In using it 
at any time, except when there is an absolute 
"need be" for it, are they in the way of duty? 
On the contrary, should they not be " not con- 
formed to this world" in its drinking customs, 
in public and in private, as well as in every 
thing that has the appearance of drunkenness ? 
Especially, in the existing oircumstanoes of the 
Church as well as of the country, should they 
not make non-conformity to the -world in this 
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sense their ruling motto ? In this, as in other 
things, should there not be manifested the widest 
distinction between them and the men of the 
world? Would not this be discharging their 
duty to others, as well as to themselvcfS ? Would 
not this be acting as worthy members of the 
community, as well as of the Church ? Would 
not this be their interest, as well as their duty, in 
each of these respects ? For would it not be 
promotive of their own good and the good of 
others; of good to the body and good to the 
doul ; of good for time and good for eternity ; 
of good for the country and good for the 
Church; and also conducive to the glory of 
God? 

On the other hand, if in this, although not in 
other things, professing believers are "conformed 
to the world,'* may it not well be asked, in our 
present peculiar circumstances, what practical 
power does their Christianity possess in meeting 
one of the greatest of evils, or rather the two-fold 
grievous evil of drunkenness and the drinking 
customs? As pattern is more powerful than 
precept, if they are conformists instead of non- 
conformists, must it not be confessed, that so far 
as their pattern goes, the Christianity of such 
persons is powerless? The more godly, also, 
such persons profess to be, will not their con- 
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formity to the world ia its drinkiDg customs be 
the more influential for evil and not for good ; 
or at least prove, more or less, a barrier to the 
breaking down of these customs ? How carefiil, 
therefore, should all professing Christians be 
lest their conformity to the world in this, if not 
in other things, operate as a practical stumbling- 
block to their fellow-saints and fellow-sinners^ 
if not to themselves ; and ^Hheir table become a 
snare before them, and that which should have 
been for their welfare, a trap ?" 

With you, my dear readers, who profess to be 
Christ's, are you, or are you not, conformed to 
the world in this respect ? If not, is it^ in the 
spirit of Christian love, going too far to say that 
you are not such true practical non-conformists 
as the times require, nor such true practical 
Christians as Scripture commands; or such as 
your duty to Christ, to yourselves, and to others, 
imperatively demands ? 
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CHAPTER X. 

NON-CONFORMITY TO THE WORLD 
IN SABBATH PROFANATION. 

*'Ha]l t sacred day of holy thought. 
Sweet Sabbath of serene repose : 
Be earth's low pleasures all forgot 
In joys the worldling nerer knows.* 

But BgaxBy all true Christians must " not be 
conformed to this world" in the practice of any 
kind of Sabbath profanation. To glance at the 
authority which we have for observing one day 
in seven altogether differently from the rest — we 
need scarcely remark, that the institution of the 
Sabbath was coeval with the creation of the 
world. For, while we read that " God saw 
every thing that he had made, and, behold, it 
was very good ; and the evening and the morn- 
ing were the sixth day," it is added^ that " God 
i>les86dthe seventh day, and sanctified it; because 
that in it he had rested from all his work which 
God created and made/' Thus, the Sabbath be- 
came the ^' weekly memorial of the finished work 
of Jehovah-Jesus in creation," or of his creation- 
rest. On this account itself, the Sabbath cannot 
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be said to be a Jewish^ but an Edenic institute ; 
and in this respect, it resembles the ordinance of 
marriage. From the circumstance also, that Cain 
and Abel, "in process of time," or literaUy "at 
the end of days," that is, at the close of the week, 
brought severally an offering to the Lord — ^the 
one of the fruits of the ground, the other of the 
firstlings of his flock, as a type of Christ; the true 
atoning sacrifice— it would seem that from the 
earliest age, the Sabbath was that day which 
was specially appropriated for the worship of God. 
From the most ancient records, likewise, of pro- 
fane history, it appears that the seventh day was 
universally regarded as " a sacred, holy day.*' 

Accordingly, after the Israelites were delivered 
from the bondage of Egypt, where the observance 
of the Sabbath had most probably fallen into 
abeyance, when God gave them manna in the d^ 
sert, we find the Sabbath then expressly referred 
to, not as a new, but as an established divine 
ordinance, as when it is said, " to-morrow is the 
rest," or sabbatism, " of tbe holy Sabbath unto the 
Lord ; see, for that the Lord hath given you the 
Sabbath; therefore he giveth you on the sixth 
day the bread of two days." And as the people 
at once looked upon the Sabbath in this light 
without any explanation, so they " gathered twice 
as much bread on the sixth day " as on any other* 
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Ii3i like manner, when God promulgated the moral 
law from mount Sinai, we find the commandment 
which refers to the Sabbath, not only occupying 
the central place in that law, but spoken of in a 
manner peculiar to itself, yet not as a new insti^ 
tution. Fdr the words, ^^ remember the Sabbath 
day, to keep it holy," clearly imply that it was 
not then first enacted, but rather renewed, ratified, 
and reinforced. 

As to the manner, also, in which we are to 
keep the Sabbath " holy," we may briefly add, 
that while it is said, "thou shalt not do any work," 
. that is, any work but works of necessity and 
mercy, and " all holy ministries of love," in order 
to " keep the Sabbath from polluting it," we are 
also called upon to "turn away our foot froni 
doing our pleasure on that holy day, and call it a 
delight, the holy of the Lord, honourable; and 
honour him, not doing our own ways, nor finding 
our own pleasure, nor speaking our own words." 

Under the Christian dispensation, indeed, there 
has taken place a change in the observance of the 
Sabbath from the seoenth, to the frst day of the 
week. But, this change has taken place strictly 
in accordance with Scripture type. For, just aa 
upon the redemption of the Israelites from the 
bondage of Egypt, the seventh month was ever 
afterwards to be to iihem the Jirst month of the 
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year, or the beginning of months ; so, upon the 
accomplishment by Christ of our redemption 
from the bondage of sin, which was infinitely 
worse than that of Egypt, what was the seventh 
day, as the Sabbath, was ever afterwards to be 
the first — ^the beginning of days. This change 
has, also, taken place strictly in accordance with 
Scripture prophecy. For, while it was predicted of 
Christ, long previous to his incarnation, $hat "the 
stone which the builders refused should become 
the head-stone of the comer ; " as to the day when 
this would be demonstrated, and the happiness 
which would result from this day in the expe- 
rience of God*s people, it was added, " this the day 
which the Lord hath made ; we will rejoice, and 
be glad in it." And this day, we know, was " the 
first day of the week," when Christ rose from the 
dead, and was thus " declared to be the Son of 
God with power." This change has, likewise^ 
taken place strictly on the authority of Apostolic 
example. For, not only immediately after Christ's 
resurrection do we read of the Apostles meeting 
together On the first day of the week, but long 
posterior to that time. The Apostle John, also^ 
who was the longest lived of them all, expressly 
says of the Christian Sabbath, in connection with 
the high honour which he enjoyed on it, "I was in 
the Spirit on the Lorctt day," And b6ing, as the 
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work of redemption is infinitely greater than the 
work of creation, how proper was it that this 
change should take place ? In this way, then, the 
Sabbath became ^'the weekly memorial of the 
finished work of Jehovah-Jesus in redemption/' 
or of his redemption-rest. In this way, he, as 
« the Son of man," became " Lord of the Sabbath." 
In this way, the Sabbath came to be ^' the Lord's 
day," the day of Him who is " the Head of the 
New Creation of God;" and therefore not ours, 
but his; "not the master's, nor the servant's ; not 
the sovereign's, nor the subject's, to misspend in 
any sense; but the Lord's — His peculiar por- 
perty — ^His day," to be spent as he commands ; 
and yet, ours for true spiritual enjoyment ; " ours 
for blessing, ours for praise ;" and ours to " show 
forth his death till he come again." Still, the 
principle of the Sabbath, cu a day of rest, is un- 
changed ; " and the Sabbath is still the Sabbath, 
though it has changed its day ; " just as " the ark 
was still the ark, although it changed its place 
from the tabernacle of David to the temple of 
Solomon." 

Thus, although every thing of a ceremonial 
nature connected with the observance of the 
Sabbath has, with the ceremonial law of the 
Jews, been abolished under the Gospel, as the 
ordinance itself is of Paradisaic as well as Divine 
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QFigiii, and occupies so prominent a place in the 
moral law, which is of universal and unalterable 
obligation in all its parts^ it necessarily follows 
Uiat every thing of a moral nature, connected 
with it, remains as binding as ever. And while 
it is binding upon all as creahureSy it is more 
especially imperative upon all professing Chris- 
tians. 

Incontrovertible, however, as all this is, alas ! 
how true is it that this precept of the moral law, 
in common with the rest, is, by an innumerable 
multitude, most disgracefully neglected ! For, 
what little regard is paid to the Sabbath by too 
many, not only by spending it in sloth, and by 
speaking of things of the most trifling worldly 
nature, but by doing almost every thing but 
what God has commanded ? For example, how 
much unnecessary pleasure-seeking takes place 
on this day, in the extrar-preparation of food, 
among high and low, rich and poor? How 
much unnecessary pleasure-walking abounds 
among young and old, when health and weather 
permit ? How much unbecoming idle lounging, 
both in town and in country, at public places of 
resort, such as at the cross and the exchange ; 
at the corners of streets and the ^^ mouths" of 
closes ; at the heads of alleys and of woods ; and 
at the ends of houses and of bridges? How 
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much unnecessary visiting of relatives and 
friends, acquaintances and neighbours, which 
might easily be accomplished at other times, or 
which, if it could not, should not fall upon the 
Sabbath, unless we would " rob God," and run 
the risk of ruining ourselves and others ? 
How much unnecessary travelling on foot, even 
to chiurch — far more than ^'a Sabbath day's 
journey," or than the bodily rest of the Sabbath 
requires? How much unnecessary driving 
to and fro, and often many miles, in almost 
every kind of conveyance, to chiurch and to 
other places ; and not merely by members, but 
office-bearers of the house of God ? How much 
unnecessary labour of innumerable kinds, so 
that in private, if not in public, ** work is the 
rule, and rest the exception ? " How much im- 
proper reading, not only of secular learning, but 
of the lightest literatiure, as well as of the news- 
papers of the day ? And, besides the occasional 
"playing of marches, overtures, and brilliant 
polkas, by the Band of the Imperial regiment of 
Guides, before the members of the Royal Family, 
and the royal suite, to their high satisfaction and 
gratification," how much unnecessary regimental 
music in our Castles and Barracks, almost regu- 
larly from Sabbath to Sabbath ? Now, although, 
in connection with Sabbath observance, some 
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would wish confonnity to the world in one thing, 
and others in another, in regard to these and all 
other modes in which the profanation of that 
day prevails, the gospel " axe must be laid to the 
root of the tree," without partiality, and without 
respect of persons; without distinction, and 
without exception. 

But, not to enlarge, how contrary is all this to 
the nature of the Sabbath, as a day of bodily 
rest, as well as of spiritual enjoyment; and, 
without the former of these, how can we expect 
the latter ? How opposite, therefore, is all this 
to the interest, as well as to the duty of man ? 
How destructive to his physical, no less than to 
his spiritual, well-being? For, while science 
teaches, has not experience proved, that the law 
of the Sabbath, as a day of weekly rest, is 
"stamped on man's constitution," as well as 
written in Scripture ; and thus founded, not only 
on the will of the Creator, but on the necessities 
of the creature ? In these high-pressure times, 
likewise, is not a day of rest for the body as 
well as for the soul, more needful, in a sense, 
than ever ? And have not some of the largest 
trading companies found, after a lengthened 
trial, that more work, as well as better work, is 
performed, and greater safety secured, when 
their men have "liberty and leisure" for keep- 
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ing the Sabbath as a day of rest, than when 
they have not ? Yet, in public and in private, 
how common is Sabbath desecration, in these 
and in innumerable other ways, among profes- 
sors, as well as non-professors, of religion? 
How heinous, also, is this sin on the part of all, 
but particularly of those who call themselves 
Christians ? 

Besides, although, under the Gospel dispensa- 
tion, we are freed from every thing like a Phari- 
saic, as well as a ceremonial, observance of the 
Sabbath, is not this the day which God has still 
peculiarly set apart for himself, and which is the 
day of his great power ; the day on which all 
who are truly his " rejoice and are glad ;" the 
" best and dearest of the seven ; " the " emblem 
and harbinger^' of that day which shall have a 
beginning, but no end ; at once the prelibation 
of it, and the preparative for it ? Is it not, also, 
still. "a sign" between God and his people, 
" that they may know that he is the Lord that 
sanctifies them ?" Is it not, likewise, ever found 
true, that, just as men sanctify the Sabbath, so 
do they prove themselves his, and prosper, not 
only in their souls, but generally in their families 
and in their affairs ? And is it not equally true, 
that, just as times are Sabbath-keeping times, 
so have we times of refreshing and reviving 
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tiom the presence of the Lord? So uniformly 
does the *' primal blessing" which God pro- 
nounced on the Sabbath ever accompany its 
proper observance, although it is not poured out 
in Pentecostal fulness. On the other hand, is it not 
ever more or less true, that Sabbath profanation 
is not only a decisive proof of worthlessness and 
wickedness, but a prolific cause of wretchedness 
and woe ? So invariably does the curse of God, 
more or less, follow the transgression of the law 
of the Sabbath. Have not the greatest crimi- 
nals acknowledged this on the scaffold ? In this 
spirit, how beautifully and voluminously did a 
good and great man, of enlarged Christian ex- 
p^ence and worldly knowledge, long since de- 
clare, 

*< A Sabbath well spent brings a week of content. 
And health for the toils of to-morrow; 
But a Sabbath profaned, whatever may be gain*d. 
Is the certain forerunner of sorrow." 

In each of these respects, this is true, in a 
national as well as in a personal sense. For, 
while the holy observance of the Sabbath is one 
of the surest bulwarks of national strength, 
and one of the truest sources of national pros- 
perity, the neglect of the Sabbath is the cause 
of the greatest national weakness, and the occa- 
sion of the deepest national misery. Agreeably 
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with this, when God said of the. house of Israel 
of old, "my Sabbaths they greatly polluted," he 
adds, by way of judicial punishment, " then, I 
said, I would pour out my fury upon them in 
the wilderness, to consume them." In like man- 
ner, what Nehemiah said in his day is ever appli- 
cable to every kind of Sabbath profanation, 
whether great or small, " what evil thing is this 
that ye do, and profane the Sabbath day? Did 
not your fathers thus, and did not our God 
bring all this evil upon us, and upon this city ? 
Yet ye bring more wrath upon Israel, by pro- 
faning the Sabbath day?" In short, how 
strikingly does the history of nations show that 
just as the Sabbath is well or ill kept by the 
majority of the people, so is their career either 
prosperous or adverse, progressive or retrogres- 
sive ? What a clear demonstration have we of 
this in the moral and physical state of the con- 
tinental nations of Europe, where the Sabbath 
is generally the chief day of amusement — a 
holiday in the worst sense of the term ? And 
yet, is it not surprising that it should be " pro- 
posed to introduce among ourselves the laxity 
of continental habits relative to the Sabbath," 
by opening places of amusement and recreation 
blended with secular instruction ; and that this 
sliould be mooted, "at the very time when 
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efforts are being made, on different parts of the 
continent^ to remedy by greater stringency 
the monstrous evils of Sabbath desecration?" 

Whether, then, we look at these reasons, 
singly or collectively, personally or nationally, 
should not professing believers, as inhabitants of 
^ professedly Christian country like ours, but 
particularly as members of the Church, " not be 
conformed to this world" in any of its manifold 
forms of Sabbath profanation? In this, as in 
other respects, should there not exist the widest 
difference, apparently and really, between them 
and the men of the world ? With you, my dear 
readers, who profess to be Christ's, is it so in 
this sense ? If not, you can neither be called 
true practical non--conformists to the world, 
nor true Christians. 
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CHAPTER XL 

NON-CONFORMITT TO THE WORLD 

AS TO THE MEANS OF GRACE. 

" If nnder means of grace, 

No frnits of grace appear, 
It is a dreadful case : 

Though God may long forbear, 
At length hell strike the threatened blow. 
And lay the barren fig tree low.** 

All true Christians must, likewise, " not be 
conformed to this world" in the neglect of the 
means of grace. The carnal mind is "enmity" 
not only « to God," but to « the things of God ; " 
not only to those things which are directly, but 
to those which are indirectly, connected with sal- 
vation ; or not only to the blessings of salvation, 
but to the means by which these blessings are 
partaken of, partially at first, and progressively 
afterwards. These means, as is known to aU, 
are just the means of grace of divine appoint- 
ment ; — such as the reading of the word in our 
dwellings, and in the house of God ; prayer in 
the closet and in the family, and also in private 
«nd in public ; fellowship meetings for religious 
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purposes, and, otherwise, the communion of saints ; 
as well as the preaching of the word in the church, 
and the dispensation of Baptism and the Lord's 
Supper. To one and all of these, there naturally 
exists in the human heart a greater or less degree 
of hostility ; or when such a feeling is not natu- 
rally experienced, that arises not from any true 
natural love to these things in themselves, but 
from some other cause of a carnal or worldly kind. 
However, great as this enmity or hostility natu- 
rally is, it is slain, through the*word*and by the 
almighty power of the Holy Spirit, in all who are 
made " new creatures in Christ Jesus." And, 
although it does not altogether cease to exist so 
long as they are in the body, still, from time to 
time, it is more and more subdued; and thaty 
just in proportion as these means are diligently 
attended to. In this way, increasing love to God 
«nd to the things of God is cherished, and a grow- 
ing likeness to the divine image is attained, and 
a greater meetness for heaven. Yet, instead of 
being prized and improved as they should be, 
how much, in too many instances, are these 
means neglected, if not despised, by professing 
believers, as well as by others? 

For example, does not the word of God, with 
which we are graciously favoiu^, contain a reve*- 
lation of the divine will suited to our necessities 
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as sinners, and fitted to make us wise unto sal- 
vation ; and are we not commanded, not only to 
" read and hear the word of the Lord," but to 
** lay it up in our hearts ; ** to " let it dwell in us 
richly in all wisdom and spiritual understand- 
ing," and also to take it as " a lamp unto our feet, 
and a light unto our path?" Yet, how many, 
among those who are called Christians, seldom 
read or hear that blessed word during the week ; 
but virtually " cast it behind their backs," and 
practically " trample it under their feet ? " At the 
same time, such persons never fail to find daily 
leisure to read other books of infinitely less im- 
portance. Or, when upon the return of the 
Sabbath they do read or hear a little of the word 
of God, in private and in public, how grievous 
is it to think that it is not to receive and practise 
it, but too often merely to speak, and speculate 
about it ; to spend the time, or to strive to be 
wise above what is written ? 

Is not prayer, also, the "vital breath," or 
"native air," of every converted sinner? Or, 
may it not be styled not merely an electric rod, 
. but the electric telegraph between earth and 
heaven ; at once the averter of evils, and the con- 
ductor of the best of blessings ? And are we 
not enjoined to " be instant in prayw," to "watch 
unto prayer," and " in all things to make our re- 
I 
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quests known unto God in prayer ?" Yet, how 
much is prayer restrained by professing Christians 
in the closet, and in the family? Of how 
many may it not rather be said> that they have 
no secret, place for prayer by themselves, and 
that they make no open acknowledgment of 
O-od in their families, in lying down or in rising 
up, or even in part;aking of their daily meals, but 
are as the beasts iSiat perish ; or worse than the 
fowls of the air, that chant their morning and 
eveikhg songs to the praise of their Creator ? 

Of 411 Ghod'* true people, may it not, likewise 
still b^ said, that '* they that fear the Lord upeak 
often one to another, and €hod htearkens and 
hears, and a book of remembrance is Iviitl^nf * 
fe not the promise, also, still valid, that " wliere 
two or three are gathered together in Christ's 
name> he will be in the midst of t^em, to btesfs 
them, and to do them good;^' ftnd, likewiset, 
that " when two or lliree unite together in ttAt«- 
ing any thing, he will do it f<^ them,'' when it 
is for his glory and their good ? Yet, how many 
are strangers to Christian fellowship, or- to any 
thing like ^^ delight in the saints of the eartii,'* 
and also to pi^yernmeetings tor themselvces »ftd 
others? At the same time, how true is it of 
such persons; that, in Hie most im^lleme&t w4Mb- 
ther, their phioes are seldom vacant at l^ie wfe^ly, 



I 
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or mff»&iiy, meetings of secular iussociatioosi or 
Soeietifys ? Js thi^ at ajl 0Qii3ist€mt> not to 9ay 

Ixi tfais mamer^ has »M God ^^ chosen Zion 
£2^ his habitation/' and daolared, thajb he " loveKb 
tbe ^tes of Mm more tih^an the dwellings ot 
f9fioh;" and are .^e not commanded ^'not to 
forsake the asseotbling of ourselves togeiiier, aa 
the paanner of some is ? " Yet, how frequently is 
the ^notyary f orsaken> and its services of praise 
ftnd prayer, which are .the most important parts of 
divine worship, neglected, for the most frivolous 
rea^ns? For, although at the present day 
€hurch'going is ranked amongst ^^the recognised 
proprieties of life,** how often are the most piti- 
ful pretences assigned for non-attendance ? — such 
as, that the weather is " too hot or too humid ; 
too jBold or too chill ; too windy or too wet ; too 
dusty or too damp; too sunny or too sultry!" 
And, not to speak of the too oft-repeated excuses 
of taking medicine, or of obtaining medical advice, 
(m the Sabbath, how often is absenteeism from 
church pleaded on the ground of attending to 
private affairs, or writing letters to friends ; of 
paying or receiving visits ; of dining in or dining 
out ;^ of walking or riding — as if God's claim to 
th« Sabbath, and to the Sanctuary, were not prior 
«nd supreme to all aueh things ? Now, not to 
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speak of the too close confinement of thousands 
during the week, and of the incessant bustle of 
business with which we most deeply sympathize ; 
not to insist, either, upon the necessity which all 
have of " breathing the fresh air," and of " behold- 
ing the beauties of nature,'* although other oppor- 
tunities than the Sabbath should be enjoyed and 
taken for these purposes — of many of the fore- 
going excuses, is it too muqh to say that they 
are often hollow and hypocritical ? — excuses which 
those who plead them are more than half ashamed 
to utter before men, and which they cannot urge 
before God ; excuses which exist on the Sabbath, 
but cease as to secular meetings throughout the 
week ; excuses which too often revive with the 
return of the Sabbath, and as often vanish with 
the return of the following morning. In short, 
how many are, too often, suddenly and unex- 
pectedly seized with Sabbath sickness and Sab- 
bath stiffness, and yet restored to such health and 
agility on the morrow, as to be as strong as a 
Samson, or as swift as an Asahel ! How unlike, 
therefore, are all such to the Psalmist, who could 
say, " I was glad when they said unto me, let ua 
go into the house of the Lord. How amiable 
are thy tabernacles, O Lord of Hosts ! My soul 
longeth, yea, fainteth for the courts of the Lord ; 
my heart and my flesh crieth out for the living 
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God. When shall I come and appear before 
thee?" 

Besides, has it not pleased God, through the 
law, when preached, to impart a knowledge and 
conviction of sin ; to awaken the conscience and 
fears of sinners ; and thus to make use of it as 
a "schoolmaster to bring them to Christ?" 
Especially, has it not pleased God, through the 
preaching of the gospel, to open men's eyes, and 
to turn them from darkness to light, and also to 
deliver them from the bondage of corruption, 
and introduce them into the glorious liberty of 
his children, and thus prove it to be " the wisdom 
of God and the power of God unto salvation" 
to all that believe ? And yet, how often is the 
preaching of the word, for these great and gra- 
cious purposes, almost systematically slighted; 
or at least, not so regularly waited upon as its 
importance deserves, and as God himself com- 
mands? 

In like manner, are not the ordinances of 
Baptism and the Lord's Supper, although simple, 
most expressive rites, as we are more deeply im- 
pressed by what we see, than by what we read 
or hear ? And are not these two rites intended 
and fitted to teach us the two grand cardinal 
doctrines of salvation — ^pardon for sin through 
the blood of Christ, and purification through the 
i2 
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power of the Holy Spirit? Yet, while these 
ordinances are, in general, outwardly attended 
to, what great reason is there to fear that with 
too many the signs are rested in, or regarded 
sufficient, and the things signified are over- 
looked, or neither desired nor prayed for ? 

In these respects, not to mention others, what 
a similarity is there, in too many cases, between 
professors and non-professors of Christianity? 
Thus, what a shameful and sinful neglect is there 
of the means of grace on the part of the one 
class, as well as of the other ? Or, even at the 
best, what a formal, and not a faithful, attention 
is, in too many instances, paid to these means ? 
And is it not, just because it is so, that so many 
professing believers are so far from being, what 
they should be, in gifts and in graces ; and so 
similar to the men of the world in their con- 
versation and conduct? Yet, should not the 
very opposite of all this be the case ? 

For such reasons, should not all who call 
themselves by the name of Christ, " not be con- 
formed to this world" in the neglect of the 
appointed means of grace ; and yet, wliile dili- 
gent in using these means, not trust in them, but 
look above them to the blessing of God, which 
alone can make them efFeotual for the appointed 
ends? In this, as in other respects, should there 
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not exist an unquestionable difference between 
them and the men of the world ? With you, my 
dear readers, who profess to be Christ's, is it so 
in this sense ? If not, you are not true practical 
non-conformists to the world, nor true Christians. 

We might now proceed to show, that all who 
call themselves Christ's must " not be conformed 
to this world" in any of its pleasures, in private 
or in public, which are either sinful in them- 
selves, or which naturally lead to sin. At the 
same time, in taking a review of these so-called 
pleasures, we miglit show that, in the spirit, if 
not in the letter of Scripture, due allowance 
may be made for harmless recreations, which 
are not destructive to holiness^ any more than to 
health and happiness; and, therefore, not in- 
consistent with our duties to Qod, to others, 
and ourselves, any more than to the lower 
animals. However, we forbear enteriiig upon 
sinful in-door "pastimes'* and out-door "sports," 
in order to consider another branch of non- 
conformity to the world ; — a branch of the sub- 
ject more important, in the present exigencies 
of the country, if not more practical ; and yet, 
more delicate and difficult, in connection with 
the rampant sin of drunkenness, and the reign- 
ing system of the drinking usages. ^ 
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CHA.PTER Xn. 

NON-CONFOBMITY TO THE WOBLD 
IN FOSTEBIN6 STEALING. 

"How many make their house the home 
Of every fraad and every wile ; 
And yet they to God*s altar. 
With hands impure and hearts of goile I" 

To pass, therefore, from practices to pwrsuUs, 
we observe, that all true Christians must '^ not 
be conformed to this world" in any pursuit 
which fosters or facilitates steaUng, or reoeiving 
what is stolen. This is so apparent, that it is 
almost unnecessary to add a single sentence in 
the way of support. The civil and moral 
statistics, indeed, of this fruitful source of 
national degradation, remain as yet in a very 
scattered state; and tedious and troublesome 
as it may be to lay hold of the most essential 
facts connected with such occupations, he who 
is successful in bringing them into a focus^ will 
render no mean service to the public good« 
However, the most superficially acquainted with 
our cities, towns, and burghs, cannot but know 
that there exists among us a large and increasing 
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number of persons, whose regular employment, 
chiefly if not solely, forms a direct encourage- 
ment to stealing. Many of this number, also, 
consist not merely of the men of the world, but 
of professing members of the Church. In other 
words, of each of these classes, there are many 
who are owners of "establishments," whether 
yclept, in the momenclature of the world, " big 
pawns" or " wee pawns," which are nothing less 
than nurseries for every kind of theft — pilfering 
and pocket-picking, robbery and burglary — with 
all the prey and booty, in the sense of soft goods 
and hard goods, thus surreptitiously filched. 

Strong as this language is, it is fully borne 
out by what thieves themselves have declared, 
whether they have been members of " the Carron 
Company," or "the Brass Band." For, they 
have openly confessed, that, "were it not for 
pawning establishments, as well as resetting 
houses, there would be fewer thieves ;" and not 
only so, but that, " if such establishments were 
put down, house-breaking would cease." Such 
"a consummation" as this, in each of these re- 
spects, is " devoutly to be wished." But, even 
although these dens of thieves, or refuges of rob- 
bers, were at once swept away, while no such 
Utopian dream is to be cherished as that thieving 
would then disappear from amongst us, a better 



110 NOir-CONFOAMXTT 

state of thingSy by way of approxiniadoD to that 
pointy might possibly be attained. 

Apart, however, from such confessions of on- 
minals, die theft-fostering nature of these estab- 
lishments is abundantly corroborated by oume- 
rous facts which cannot be impugned. > For, 
i^ngent as legislative enactments and police 
regulations are, in regard to such places, and 
strictly as they are carried out by the shrewdest 
and most lynx-eyed "detectives," ways and 
means of evasion or concealment are too often 
and too easOy employed, without marring, muti-* 
lating, or metamorphosing the articles received. 
It is also notorious, that, in these establishm^itSy 
articles the most costly and curious, the richest 
and rarest, of every kind, as well as of gold and 
silver, are received as readily from the young as 
firom the old ; from the most disreputable in ap- 
pearance as readily as fk'om the more decent; 
from the most wretched as readily as from the 
more respectable. In short, it is " a great fact," 
that these articles are too frequently received in 
the most improper manner ; " no questions being 
asked" as to the way in which they came into 
the possession oi such individuals. Or if, for 
formality's sake, any questions are put, the most 
unlikely imswers are too dtem accepted as a«ti»- 
factory. Lideed, the most imjdaiuiUe «»iwe]« 
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are generally regarded the most paktable ; and 
contradictions pass cuirent for corroborations. In 
the most sus^^dous cases, likewise, too many of 
i^e proprietors of such places of business, instead 
of retainingthe articles presented, and lodging in* 
formation with the legal authorities for inquiiy, 
do every thing possible to thwart the course of 
justice, and to encourage tihefSt. As a necessary 
eonsequence of all ^is, the articles which are 
offered are paired with, me pawned, not only at 
ft price far below theor known worth, but at the 
finerest nominal trifle. 

It is, no doubt, true, tbat, as in other pursuits, 
some df these estalbHi^nnents differ very much 
in point afi worldly position. So much is this 
the case, that while some of them are, in appear- 
ance, of the meanest kind, others may almost be 
sidd to be of the most magnificent description. 
It ^is alfeK) true, that 4nany in this line of life con- 
duct their doe»|)ati<m, ** such as it is,*' in a man* 
nji^ tttM^ly supcdor to o^ers. However, what- 
ever be the position whidi they severally possess, 
from the lowest to the highest grade, and what- 
ever be the mode in which they generally prose- 
cute their profesffiOD, we are warranted to assert, 
im the authority' of crimiBal etatistses, ihs^ most, 
if not «n of thMn, are fstt :firoin what tibey is^ouM 
%e in point ^i moradity. On this aocount, Hie 
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strictest police surveillance requires to be exer- 
cised over them all. And on this account, 
among persons engaged in such pursuits, more 
than in any other, " Business morality," in con- 
trast to " Bible morality," may be said to be at 
the lowest ebb. 

All this being indisputable, whether these 
"establishments" be high or low, need we add, 
is the occupation connected with them such 
in general, that any who are called Christians can 
rightly or lawfully engage in it ? Are not all 
who name the name of Christ to "provide things 
honest in the sight of all men?" And can such 
an occupation be said to be either strictly honour- 
able or honest ? Is not the " resetter," or receiver, 
according to the proverb, "as bad as the thief?" 
Is it not, also, declared in Scripture, that "whoso 
is a partner with a thief hateth his own soul?'' 
For, does he not court his own destruction for 
time, as well as eternity ? And participating, as 
he does, in the thief's sin, must he not also par- 
ticipate in his suffering? Accordingly, if the 
pickpocket and thief, the robber and burglar, are 
taken and tried, and, when found guilty, eon^ 
demned, can those who are engaged in the afore- 
said employment, and who are virtually the 
accomplices of such evil-doers, be regarded tii- 
nocmt? Is the one to be branded with the 
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blackest stigma^ and the other to be deemed an 
honest man ? Is the one to be punished, and the 
other acquitted ? Or, are men to be called upon 
to guard against committing any thing like pecu- 
lation and theft, robbery and burglary, and not, 
also, against aiding and abetting peculators and 
thieves, robbers and burglars ? 

Not to enlarge upon the "hidden things of 
darkness" connected with this demoralizing sys- 
tem, to all who name the name of Christ may it 
not justly be said, as to every pursuit which fos- 
ters, or facilitates, any kind of stealing, or receiv- 
ing what is stolen, "be not conformed to this 
world ?" In regard to their daily pursuit in all 
its branches, as well as in regard to their daily 
practice in all things, should there not exist an 
unquestionable difference between them and the 
men of the world ? With you, my dear readers, 
who profess to be Christ's, is it so in this respect ; 
and that, not merely publicly but privately ; not 
merely occasionally but constantly ? If not, you 
are nothing like true practical non-conformists 
to the world, nor true Christians. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

NON-CONFGRMITT TO THE WORLI> 
IN FOSTERING UNCLEANNESS. 

** Do some that own Christ's sacred name 
Lay snares for men to sin? 
Jesus mnst never bear the blame — 
Hi« laws are pure and clean." 

All true Christians must, alsoy "not be con- 
formed to this world" in any pursiiit which 
fosters, orfacUitateSy undeannes^. As in the pre- 
ceding case, this is so palpable that it is almost 
superfluous to append a single word by way of 
confirmation. On thisaecount^ as well ason account 
of the tender nature, of this topic, we shall be as 
succinct as a sense of justice, to this link in the 
present line of argument, will permit. Repug- 
nant, then, as it is to our feelings to state it^ and 
horrifying as it may appear, the fact cannot be 
ignored that not only in Scotland, England, and 
Ireland, but throughout the world, there are 
houses, which may be coimted by hundreds, 
where the sin of imcleanness is professionally 
pursued; and, consequently, whose abandoned 
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inmates, chief and subordinate, are supported by 
this nefarious mode of life. 

In the Capital of the United Kingdom, the 
great mart of nations, at once the best and the 
worst of cities, much of this system of iniquity is 
carried on by foreigners, and kept up by foreign 
importation; and, even, in the most unabashed 
and barefaced manner. In the estimation, indeed, 
of these denizens, the professional fostering of 
this sin is reckoned a v^y small matter; so 
small, it may be, as not to excite the slightest 
uneasiness of feeling. For, such is the general 
corruption of public and private morals in conti- 
nental nations ; and so true is it that the Church 
established by law in these nations is " a Church 
without a religion,'' and that the Legislature 
which exists among them is practically no better, 
that persons and houses are actually licensed by 
the State to provide for this heaven-provoking 
sin* Thus, in the language of Scripture, these 
States may be said to " frame mischief by a law," 
to set up " the throne of iniquity," and also to 
support it. Thus, they avowedly ^do evil," 
not so much, we believe, as a source of gain, as 
on the ground that otherwise " good may come ! '* 
Hence, when these natives of the continent take 
up their residence in our liberal, but now almost 
latitudinarian country, 'Hheir conscience being 
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seared as with a hot iron,** they engage, without 
compunction, in the systematic feeding of the 
baneful vice in question. So it is not among us, in 
this respect, so far as State sanction is concerned ; 
and may God, in his grace and sovereignty, for 
ever avert from our beloved country so black a 
day as the State-licensing of uncleanness. 

However, not to insinuate that fallen human 
nature, when left to itself, is better in us than in 
others, it must be admitted that by far the 
greater portion of the fostering of uncleanness, 
throughout the land, is of indigenous origin, and 
of indigenous support; not an exotic, but a 
plant of home growth. So true is this, that, in 
the most populous of our Scottish Cities, there 
are said to exist about five hundred houses of 
this description; and that, in connection with 
these houses, about five hundred thousand pounds 
are annually expended in this most abhorrent 
way. In the next populous of our Cities, matters, 
in these respects, are not better, if not far worse. 
Again, in our more populous Towns, and also, in i 

some cases, in our larger burghs, the systematic i 

pursuit of supporting this sin is not a name;, but I 

a reality ; not a nullity, but one of the greatest 
of moral nuisances. It is likewise a fact, almost 
patent as noon-day, that, in many other houses 
of public resort, and particularly in many public- 
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houses, although the fostering of this sin is not 
professionally followed after, yet facilities for the 
same are' knowingly, or connivingly, afforded, -- 

Now, sinful, shameful, and shocking as all this 
is, in the highest degree, among those who " make 
a mock at sin " in every shape, and who are prac- 
tically infidels, how immeasureably worse is it in 
those who make even a nominal profession of re- 
ligion of any kind ? How destructive, also, is it 
to the public weal, no less than to the personal 
welfare of individuals ? In the least, therefore, 
no less than in the ^worst, of the wicked ways 
alluded to above, how thoroughly should every 
thing, that tends to facilitate this sin, cease from 
among all who make the smallest pretensions to 
morality ; not to speak of a profesaon of Chris- 
tianity ? Yet, do not the possessors of some of 
these houses, of the leasts if not of the most flag- 
rant sort, professedly belong to Christian 
Churches, and also partake of the rite of Chris- 
tian baptism for their* children % Not that We 
mean to aver, that those who administer that 
holy ordinance are cognizant of the character of 
these persons, or of the character of their houses, 
but the fact now stated is, in many cases, not the 
less indisputable. 

Not to dilate, however, upon details of so re- 
volting a nature, should such an imputation be 
k2 
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chargeable against any who have a place withiii 
the pale of a Christian congregation ? If the sin 
of uncleanness is not to be " once named" among 
those who are Christ's, and is that from which 
they are to "flee" at the penalty of the " second 
death," can those, who wilfully afford facilities 
for the commission of this virulent vice, be en- 
gaged in a morally lawful occupation, even where 
it is civilly legalized? Or, if those who are 
guilty of uncleanness, and who sin against the 
Church, as well as Christ her Head, are rebuked 
cmd subjected to Church discijjUney can those who 
might have prevented that sin from being com- 
mitted imder their roof, be held gutWssSy or 
aUoioed to escape toith impunity? As in the 
case of theft of any kind, are they not in the eye 
of the law of man, and much more in the eye of 
the law of God, ^' art and part" in the crime, and 
should they not be dealt with accordingly? Is 
not this so self-evident that it cannot be ques- 
tioned for a moment ? 

On such grounds as these, not to set them 
forth in a more aggravated aspect, to all who 
bear the name of Christ may it not justly be said, 
as to every pursuit which fosters or fedlitates the 
sin of imcleanness, "be not conformed to this 
world ?" In this, as in other things, should not 
their daily pursuit, as well as their daily practice. 
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be completely different from that of the men of 
the world? With you, my dear readers, who 
profess to be Christ's, is it so in this respect? 
Are you free from every thing like giving coun- 
tenance or encouragement, at any time or in any 
place, to the practice of this vice by others 1 If 
not, you are any thing but true practical non- 
conformists to the world, or true Christians. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

NON-CONFORMITY TO THE WORLD 
IN FOSTERING DRUNKENNESS. 

*' Does it become the Christian name 
To open up the tempter's door ; 
To sort-with men of evil fame, 
And yet presume to stand secure ?** 

But again, all true Christians must " not b© 
conformed to this world" in any pursuit which 
fosters^ or facilitates, drunkenness. This naturally 
forms another link in our chain of reasoning, and 
should at once be conceded by all who name 
the name of Christ. But, strange to say, it will 
be keenly contested, and stoiitly denied, by 
many who readily admit what has been ad- 
vanced in the preceding cases. So far, indeed, 
from conceding the proposition now enunciated, 
many, who are professionally connected with the 
making and selling of intoxicating drink, may 
take it in high dudgeon, that their occupation 
should be identified with the fostering and facili- 
tating of drunkenness. More especially, they 
may feel supremely indignant, that it should, in 
any sense, be associated with that of others, 
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which fosters some of the grossest vices. How- 
ever, is not intoxicating drink that which ahnost 
insensibly, and, in too many cases, ahnost irre- 
sistibly, fosters drunkenness? And, although 
drunkenness may be regarded by some as a 
" genteel vice," is it not, in the slightest as well 
as in the grossest form, as strongly condemned 
in Scripture as theft and uncleanness? Thus, 
does it not necessarily follow, by parity of rea- 
soning, that a parallel may be drawn between 
these vices, and that what applies to the foster- 
ing and facilitating of any one of them, must be 
equally applicable to them all, and, consequently, 
equally valid ? Unpleasant, also, as it may be 
for those who are engaged in fostering and faci- 
litating drunkenness, to be associated with those 
who foster and facilitate other vices more dis- 
reputable in the world, the association is, in the 
moral nature of things, unavoidable. But it is 
of their own choosing, and not of our doing. 
We are dealing, not so much with persons as 
with pursuits. 

At the same time, we do not, in the remotest 
sense, mean to imply that it is the intention of 
any who are engaged in such a pursuit to pro- 
mote drunkenness; neither do we attribute to 
them any thing like the shadow of an improper 
motive. On the contrary, we are persuaded that 
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it is their simple, if not their sole, design, to 
earn, in this way, the means of subsistence, if 
not to realize a competency, or fortune. How- 
ever, although neither those who make, nor those 
who sell, intoxicating drink, intend to promote 
drunkenness in others, but only to provide for 
them a beverage, in the hope that they may use 
it rightly, still, it may be safely asserted that the 
nature of that drink is such, that drunkenness, 
in too many instances, is the consequence ; and 
along with it, a countless catalogue of evils. 
And yet, just because all this is not intended by 
them, any more than by those who take and 
give that drink, not only is the drink itself, but 
the drink-making and the drink-selling, so much 
the more dangerous, and, also, so much the more 
to be avoided. 

Willingly, without doubt, would all who are 
employed in such a business, whether "whole- 
sale or retail," prevent such a consequence, 
if at all within their power. For, then, not 
only would that catalogue of evils, that beg- 
gars all description, be greatly diminished, but 
the lives of their customers, instead of being 
fearfully shortened, might be longer protracted, 
and more drink consumed in private and in 
public. But, such a consequence they cannot 
prevent, willing or not willing. For, it is uni- 
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versally notorious, and universally acknow* 
lodged, that nothing gains, or, as the phrase is> 
" eats in,'' upon one, so easily and so quickly, 
and yet so stealthily and so strongly, as intoxi- 
cating drink. On this account, although it is 
most cautiously used, it, too often, leads men on 
frntcluntcvrUy to drunkenness, and makes them 
drunkards against their vnlls. On this account, 
drunkenness is so common a sin as it is, and the 
habit of drunkenness is so readily contracted. 
On this account, too, not only must the sin of 
drunkenness, like the preceding sins, be con- 
demned, but also ^Ae means by which it, as well as 
the means by which each of these vices, v&fed. In 
the case of drunkenness, likewise, not only must 
the fostering means, when traded in as a beve- 
rage, and not as a medicine, be condemned as 
severely as in other cases, but more severely. 
For, drunkenness is not only as great a sin as 
theft and uncleanness, but at present the predo- 
minating sin in the Church and in the world ; 
and the means by which it is fostered, while re- 
dundant everywhere, are most fallacious and fatal. 
But, in addition to the insidious and ensnar- 
ing nature of the intoxicating drink which so 
many trade in, is the sin of drunkenness such in 
itself, and in its innumerable fruits, as imper- 
fectly presented above (vide pp. 52-<60), that any 
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good citizens, or any true Christians, should, in 
the way of employment, be in any sense con- 
nected with the feeding of it ? If all, who bear 
the name of Christ, are in themselves to guard 
against every thing that has the appearance of 
drunkenness, or that tends to it, are any at 
liberty to make their livelihood by supplying 
others with the means of drunkenness ? Or, are 
they in the way of dtUy, when instrumental in 
fostering a sin which steals so easily upon one, 
or in forming a habit which is so readily ac- 
quired, and which is so destructive, as well as so 
dangerous ? Again, are the drinking customs of 
society, so "few and far between, like angels' 
visits," or such in their nature and effects, that 
any leal-hearted philanthropist, or true son of 
the Church, should uphold them in the way of 
business? In other words, are believers, per- 
sonaUy, "not to be conformed to this world" in 
those customs which generally, more or less, lead 
to sin, although not directly sinful ; and yet are 
they, professionally, to make the supporting of 
these customs the means of sustenance for them- 
selves and their families ; and even at the risk of 
their own ruin, and that of others? Reasoning 
in this preliminary way, from the ground already 
traversed, in connection with intoxicating drink, 
drunkenness, and the drinking customs, can such 
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an answer be returned to what has been now 
stated, as to warrant the pursuit of the makings 
or selling, of intoxicating drink to be regarded 
as a lawful Christian calling, or to be engaged 
in as the means of temporal support ? 

Yet, is it not notorious that, from among the 
members of the Church, as well as the men of 
the world, there are engaged in what is called 
" the spirit trade," a perfect host of individuals ? 
So numerous, indeed, are they, that they boast of 
being " the most powerful body in the country,*' 
and of being able to overturn " the kw of the 
land." Whether this shall be eventually true, and 
we shall have a second eovip (T^tat, and among the 
Dynastic changes in China and on the Continent, 
we, in this country, shall be brought for a sea- 
son under the reign of " Publicanism," if not of 
" Republicanism," we will not presume to divine. 
But, in the mean time, it is too true that our 
cities and towns, our burghs and villages, our 
sesrports and railway-stations, are, in too many 
instances, studded with spirit-shops and spirit- 
cellars, taverns and tap-rooms, as well as inns 
and hotels. This is more particularly the case 
in the poorest and most profligate districts, a» 
there, astounding as the fact is, this trade gene- 
rally thrives best. Well, therefore, may it be 
said by the Christian Poet, 
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** Pass where we may, through city or through ^wn, 
Village or hamlet, of this merry land, 
Though lean and beggar*d, every twentieth pace 
Conducts the unguarded nose to such a whiff 
Of stale debauch, forth issuing from the styes 
That law has licensed, as makes temperance reel.** 

Frequently, too, groggeries and groceries are 
united. In thousands, also, of cases those who 
are engaged in this business have traded not 
merely on the six days of the week, but like- 
wise, till lately, on the seventh. In thousands 
of other cases, they have, likewise, till recently, 
traded not merely for ten or twelve hours of 
the day — the time during which all lawful call- 
ings are prosecuted — but for fifteen and eigh- 
teen hours, if not, with relays, for the whole 
twenty-four. In some cases, also, they trick 
out their places of business externally, and fit 
them up internally, not merely as others, but in 
so gaudy or gorgeous a style as to receive the 
high-sounding title of " palaces ;" and of many 
others, this is more or less true in a subordinate 
degree. 

As a necessary consequence of all this in 
public, and of the drinking customs in private, 
as well as of the captivating nature of intoxicat- 
ing drink in itself, and of its exact adaptation 
to depraved humanity, is it at all strange that 
drunkenness has everywhere prevailed, as it 
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hiw done, not only among non-professors but 
professors of religion; and especially, among 
those whose dwellings, from want of cleanliness 
and comfort, generally form a complete contrast 
to public-houses? Or, is it at aH surprising 
that, on the principle of the sliding scale, the 
criminal calendar should ascend or descend, just 
in proportion as public-houses abound in dif- 
ferent localities — "the supply," inversely in 
this case, "creating the demand," and the 
demand creating the crime? If effects not 
only partake of the natwre of the causes from 
which they spring, but are also proportional to 
the number of these causes, what else, but such a 
sad state of things as now exists, could we have 
looked for ? Would it not be the height of folly, 
or little less than a suspension of the ordinary 
laws of nature, to have expected it to have been 
otherwise ? In a word, from such seed sown in 
so many places, and in so many seasons, what 
could we reap but crops of crimes, the rankest 
and the most luxuriant ? 

Now, while we frankly acknowledge that 
many most respectable individuals are engaged 
in " the spirit trade," and that they have made 
that trade as respectable as possible, looking at 
it in its nature and in its effects even in the 
light of reason and morality, may we not justly 
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ask, is it such that any who are truly respectable 
should adopt it, or adhere to it, as the means of 
their subsistence; or that they should do any 
thing to render it respectable ? Especially, in 
the eye of Avelation and reli^on, is it such in 
its nature and in its effects that any who are 
members, or ofHce-members of the Church of 
Christ should embark in it ; or being embarked 
in it, should abide in it ? Respectable as it may 
be for the men of the world, who themselves 
seek their happiness in the things of the world, 
and who supply the means of happiness to 
others from worldly things which lead to sin, is 
its respectability such, even in the most favour- 
able point of view, that the true patriot, the true 
moralist, and particularly the true Christian, 
should be identified with it as his pursuit ? In 
other words, can any such, consistently with the 
import of these titles, trade or trafiic in intoxi- 
cating liquor as his means of living ? 

Not to reason from the confessions of publi- 
cans in our own country, who have openly 
avowed that such an occupation was " the last 
shift," or " the lowest thing in the world ; " or, 
from the common saying in a neighbouring na- 
tion, that " neither character, credit, nor capital 
are necessary" for starting or for supporting sucli 
a business — in accordance with its name, does it 
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not, from its very nature, foster the sin of drunk- 
enness, which, in every possible respect, is 
the greatest of evils ? The more, also, such a 
trade is pushed, and the more it prospers, does 
it not necessarily feed the vice of drunkenness 
the more extensively? Consequently, must it 
not always, sooner or later, entail greater evil of 
one kind or another? And, has not the evil 
that has sprung from drunkenness in the past, in 
our own day, been far greater than all the 
means of grace, in private and in public, on the 
Sabbath and throughout the week, have accom- 
plished in the way of good? Need we add, 
should any trade be engaged in by any true 
philanthropist, or true believer, that cannot be 
pushed to the utmost, and prosper in. tlie 
highest, without producing such fruits as those 
of drunkenness, or thriving on the destruction 
of others ? But, is it not as clear as sunshine 
that the more this trade is pushed, and the more 
it prospers, the more destructive it proves to 
families as well as individuals ; and also to the 
prosperity of society, as well as of the Church ; 
destructive, also, for eternity as well as for time ? 
Infinitely removed, from all tliis, should not 
every philanthropic and Christian pursuit not 
only be so harmless, but so holy, as naturally to 
be productive of good, and not of evil ; and, also, 
l2 



130 xos-coxPORiimr 

not only so honest, but so hononrable^ as at no 
time to stand in need of such a suspicioas 
entrance as "a back-door,** (ht of a wooden 
*' screen" in the shop -passage ; and such as 
neither to be upheld by the vices, nor en- 
riched by the poverty, of others? In short> 
in the face of the fearful statistics of drunken- 
ness of the present day, but above aU, in the 
sight of God, can any who are engaged in the 
spirit trade as a means of living, and who at the 
same time profess to '^ belong to Christ," declare 
that in that trade they are " serving the Lord 
Christ ;" or that what they " do, they do all to 
the glory of God," any more than for the true 
good of others, or for their own true ultimate 
good? Instead of serving God, may they not 
rather be said to be " serving Mammon," as in- 
toxicating drink is one of Satan's best baits? 

For such reasons, although those who make 
or sell an article are not, strictly speaking, re- 
sponsible for the use which is made of it, should 
not all professing Christians, not merely in some 
but in all pursuits, leave to the men of the 
world the means by which the vices of the 
world are fostered and fed; and the more so, 
when these means are not of an insignificant but 
of an important nature ; and not of a sinless, but 
of a sinful tendency? Especially, should not 
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this be the case in regard to intoxicating drink^ 
which is naturally the root of so much evil, 
unless when it is sold as a drug ; and, conse- 
quently, purchased, not in as large, but in as 
small quantities as possible? Thus, in their 
pursuit as well as their practice, would they not 
be acting according to the command addressed 
to all Christ's followers, "come out from 
among them, and be ye separate, and touch not 
the unclean thing" — anything which is either 
sinful in itself, or which conduces to sin. And 
is it not, only when we act in this spirit that the 
gracious promise which is added can be fulfilled 
in our experience, " and I will be a God unto 
you, and ye shall be the sons and daughters of 
the Lord Almighty?" Thus, also, if it should 
be said that it would be too much to surrender 
this branch of business to the men of the world, 
would they not be acting in the spirit of " those 
noble non-conformists of England, who, having 
cause to fear, that if places of political power 
were left open to them, they should also be 
open to the Papists, petitioned for a Bill that 
would shut themselves, and their party, out of 
place and power, rather than endanger the Pro- 
testant interests of the country; and by this 
sacrifice secure these interests?" 

But further, granting freely that among the 
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places of business of those who retail spirituous 
liquors there exist the greatest differences — just 
as there are among other establishments — and 
that many of them are respectable in the highest 
degree, must it not also be admitted that, in in- 
numerable instances, these places are the daily 
resorts of the most worthless and wretched crea- 
tures? Are they not, likewise, in too many 
cases, the nightly rendezvous not only for plot- 
ting, but for perpetrating, almost every kind of 
vice and wickedness ? On this account, is it too 
much to speak of many of these places as dens of 
iniquity and sinks of corruption, not to mention 
stronger terms which are often applied to them ? 
Or, even at the best, is the language which is 
too often uttered in these places such, that the 
most godly can hear it, without being con- 
taminated; or such, that the least godly can 
listen to it, without being shocked ? Or, is that 
language such, that any nominal member of the 
Church should listen to it, without checking or 
reproving it ? And yet, if such fidelity, in con- 
trast to such infidelity, were exhibited, would 
not the business of such persons soon be 
seriously injured, if not speedily ruined ? 

Besides, if the families of the possessors of 
such places reside on the same premises, as they 
often do, must they not frequently witness the 
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most horrific scenes, as well as hear the most 
horrifying language? In such circumstances, 
how can professing Christian parents pretend to 
"bring up their children in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord ? " Or, how can their 
houses be any thing like nurseries of piety, or 
nurseries for heaven? Or, after spending the 
day amid such company, more or less, how can 
they, in the evening before retiring to rest, ac- 
ceptably engage in family worship, or in any 
other religious service? Or, in the morning 
before entering upon the duties of the day, how 
can they, in their closets or in their families, 
with any thing like an approving conscience, 
pray for the divine blessing upon their daily 
-pursuit, or even seek the divine protection? 
Are not these some of the inseparable effects 
of the retail, if not of the wholesale, branch of 
the business ; some of its evils in the selling, if 
not in the distilling, department? Conse- 
quently, are not these so many additional 
reasons why those who profess to be Christ's 
should not prosecute such an employment ; but 
leave it to the men of the world, if any but the 
very dregs of society will ere long engage in it ? 
However large and lucrative, even, the trade 
of any who are thus employed may be, should 
not professing believers remember that " gain is 
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not godliness/' but " godliness great gain, having 
the promise of the life that now is, and of that 
which is to come;" that much of the gain of 
such a trade is the gain not of godliness, but of 
ungodliness ; that it is also, a trade which is the 
occasion of the greatest detriment to those who 
are engaged in it, as well as to others ; and in 
many cases, not less than the price of blood, and 
the destruction of souls? Bather, therefore, 
than "abide in a calling" which too commonly 
entails such consequences, should they not be 
willing, if need be, to "suflfer," like Paul, "the 
loss of all things?" Or, should they not be 
ready to act like the Ephesians of old, who, when 
brought under the power of Christian truth and 
Christian principle, not only renounced "the 
curious arts" which tliey had previously prac- 
tised, because they were sinful or led to sin, but 
who " brought their books together, and burned 
them," not secretly but openly, " before all men," 
although " the price of them was fifty thousand 
pieces of silver?" — an immense sum of money, 
whether the Jewish shekel, or the Attic drachma, 
is here meant. For, is it to be supposed, that 
such heroic conduct as this is recorded in the 
word of God only for admiration, and not, also, 
for imitation, when circumstances demand it? 
And, if in the present generation nearly five 
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hundred Ministers, and several hundred Proba-. 
tioners, made great temporal sa<;rifices for the. 
maintenance of Christ's crown and covenant, as 
well as the Christian rights of his people, should 
not office-bearers and members of aXl sections of 
the Church be ready, for their own good, and 
for the good of their fellow-Christians and 
fellow-creatures, as well as in obedience to 
the command of Christ, to "cowie out" from 
the sin-fostering pursuits of the world; and 
especially, from one of the worst, the pursuit 
which fosters drunkenness? For, does not 
Christ say, '' come out from among them, and be 
ye separate?" And,, "what fellowship hath 
righteousness with unrighteousness ? Or, what 
communion hath light with darkness?" How 
much more loyal and Christian-like would it be 
to act thus than, like rebels and radicals, to 
threaten to thwart, and " break the law of the land" 
as to the sale of intoxicating drink, because their 
"craft is in danger?" Thus, also, would they 
not exhibit in our day not merely a second splen- 
did moral spectacle, but a second striking moral 
specimen of the power of Christian opinion, 
Christian principle, and Christian precept ? Will 
the Publicans of the Church outstrip, in this 
respect, the Preachers of the Cross ; or will pelf 
prevail over precept and principle ? Whatever 
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^ may gradually, if not simultaneously, be the re- 
sult, through the grace of God, what are the 
greatest sacrifices, when made at the call of duty 
and at the command of Christ, but as the small 
dust in the balance ? If not here, will they not 
hereafter be infinitely more than repaid ? For, 
when Peter on a certain occasion said, " behold ! 
we have left all, and followed thee," did not 
Christ reply, ^^ every one who forsaketh" any 
thing "for his name's sake, shall receive an 
hundred fold, and inherit life everlasting ?" 

Moreover, although the livelihood of many de- 
pends upon the existence of " the spirit trade," 
or upon the consumption of intoxicating drink, is 
it not " a bad argument for the commission of 
the least evil, that great good comes out of it ? " 
Are ProtestantSy any more than Papists, to say in 
reference to any jpurmit or any practice, " let us 
do evil that good may come ? *' Are they to per- 
petuate evil of any kind that good may come to 
them, although evil may come to others ? As to 
nests of Publicanism, as well as of Popery, may 
it not rather be said^ without entertaining the 
slightest idea of physical force, " pull down the 
rooks, and the crows will soon flee away ? " — ^re- 
move constitutionally the fountains of drunken- 
ness, and the effects will instantly cease. If 
there is any spiritual truth in the above saying 
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of our great Eeformer as to Popery, is there not 
as much moral truth in it as to Publieanism? 
And, is it not just because we have so many 
" Rooks" of Popery and Publieanism throughout 
the country, and throughout the world, that we 
have such a multiplication of the " black brood" 
of both ? In other words, is it not an axiomatic 
truth, that public-houses, in general, are the 
very worst nests of wickedness and crime ? In- 
stead, therefore, of starving drunkenness for the 
good of the puhlicy are we to nurse it for the 
good of the puhlkan ? Or, instead of suppress- 
ing the misery that flows from it, for the welfare 
of " the mass multitude," are we to support it 
for the prosperity of a comparative few ? 

It must, also, be borne in mind, that losses in 
the world are not only frequently inevitable, but 
that no great beneficial change of a temporal 
nature has ever taken place without subjecting 
many to more or less suffering and sacrifice. 
For example, " when coaches were introduced, 
were not many pack-horse drivers ruined ; and 
when the spinning-jennies were invented, were 
not thousands of hand-loom weavers thrown out 
of employment for a time? When new rail- 
roads are still opened, are not many valuable 
properties rendered comparatively worthless; 
and when Sabbath trafficking is prohibited, do 
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dan to be engaged occasionally, far less syste- 
mafkallY, in a pursnit which fosters drunken- 
ness. In this, not only as in other pursuits, 
which are naturally productive of sin, but even 
m<M« so on account of its constituent elements, 
may it not justly be said to them, "be not 
conformed to this world?** In this, also, as 
in other respects, should there not be a wide 
]Hactical difference between them and the men 
of the world ? With you, then, my dear reader, 
who profess to be Christ's, if you are, directly 
or indirectly, connected with " the spirit trade,*' 
is it so in this sense ? If not, may we not affirm, 
on the authority of that Word which should 
reg^ulate our pursuits as well as our practices, 
that you are not professionaUy with Christ, but 
againgt him ; and that you are not true practical 
. non-conformists to the world according to the 
necessities of the times, nor true Christians in 
your worldly calling ? 
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CHAPTER XV. 

NON-CONFORMITY TO THE WORLD 
IN TAKING CERTAIN STATE LICENSES. 

** No more, believers, moarn your lot. 
But, if jovL are the Lord's, 
Resign to them that know him not, 
What aid to sin affords.** 

But further, all true Christians must " not be 
conformed to this world" in any pursuit that 
fosters, or facilitates, any sin, although that pur^ 
suit may be licensed by the State, and allowed, 
and prosecuted, by office-bearers and members 
of the Church. In the spirit of these words, we 
might here speak, in general terms, as to dif- 
ferent pursuits legalized by the State, and fol- 
lowed after by professing believers, which are, 
more or less, inseparably connected with the 
promotion of sin; but as drunkenness, or the 
best means for the suppression of that vice, may 
be said to be the great practical "question" of 
the day, we shall more particularly refer to it. 
At the same time, what will be said of it in con- 
nection with the distilling and selling of intoxi- 
cating drink, afl licensed by the State, and as 
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being thus engaged in by professing members of 
the Church, will be equally applicable to similar 
pursuits. This, therefore, may properly be said 
to form a continuation of the preceding topic ; 
but, on account of its superlative importance, it 
is not unworthy of the prominence of a new 
chapter. 

Here, then, the question may be asked, is not 
the making and retailing of intoxicating drink 
licensed by the State ? and is it not, in each of 
these respects, legally, as well as openly, prose- 
cuted? True as this is, here, too, we would 
ask, are not pawning establishments licensed by 
the State ? and yet, are not they, on all hands, 
acknowledged to be, generally, nurseries of theft, 
and the sources of deep national demoralization? 
Besides, have any governments the right to 
license <my establishments which are the means, 
or, at least, which are proved to be the means, of 
fostering and facilitating sin of any kind, any 
more than to license these sins themselves? 
For, how palpable is it, that the licensing of ^Ae 
means by which sins may be committed, is vir- 
tually, or rather actually, licensing these sins 
themselves ? Alas ! how true is this in regard 
to the sins of uncleanness and Sabbath profana- 
tion, in the case of State-legalized establishments 
for uncleanness on the Continent, and in the 
m2 
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case of Sabbath Railway Trains in our own 
country ! However, are not " the powers that 
be" appointed to be "ministers of God fw 
^ood^^ and not for evil of any kind, as well as to 
be a terror to evil-doers, and a praise and pro- " 
tection to them that do well? Do they not 
hold their office, not so much for honour to 
themselves, as for profit to others? Should 
they not, also, exercise the duties of their office 
at once for the glory of God, and the good of 
their fellow-men ; for good, morally and bodily, 
civilly and nationally, individually and collec- 
tively, not to say, likewise, religiously and 
spiritually ? 

Now, without meaning to .assert that civil 
rulers are to presume to determine what thw 
subjects are to eat and drink, any more than 
what they are to read and believe, have they 
not the power tacitly granted them by all their 
subjects, not merely to restrict, but to suppress, 
evefy thing that is known to be "opposed to 
good morals," and also destructive to the true 
interests of the people, at least in a bodily and 
temporal sense? Accordingly, in our capitals, 
and chief cities, and principal towns, do they 
not, from time to time, exercise that power in 
suppressing improper and blasphemous placards 
and publications, and abo in subjecting their 
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^iitliors or publishers to punishment? In like 
manner, because arsenic has been employed, of 
late, so frequently to the hurt, and so fatally to 
the lives, of its subjeofcs, has not the State 
exercised its power in prescribing the mode in 
I which that article is to be sold, and also in 

i appointing other regulations? In this spirit, 

likewise, has it not, in the exercise of its consti- 
tutional authority, legislated against the em- 
ployment of female labour in mines, and about 
the limitation of juvenile labour in manufac^ 
tones ; and likewise, if we mistake not, concern- 
ing the opium trade, as well as about the re- 
moval of proved phf/sical nuisances. As a neces- 
sary consequence, has it not the power, not 
merely to regulate, but to restrict, and even to 
suppress, upon the demand of the majority of 
the nation, the making and selling of any 
article, which, instead of being profitable, is 
prejudicial to society, or what may be called a 
moral as wdl as a physical nuisance ? Do not 
the Licensed Victuallers of England go upon 
this ground when they petition the Legislature 
not to "throw open the (spirit) trade under 
certain conditions to all persons who may think 
fit to apply for a license," inasmuch as that pro- 
posal is "fraught with the greatest moral and 
social mischief," but to prevent " tiie increase of 
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public-houses, so that increased facilities for 
obtaining intoxicating drinks" may not be mul- 
tiplied? And what these Victuallers, or de- 
stroyers of victual, do in some measure for selfish 
purposes, all other subjects of the realm may 
surely do in a more extensive sense, not f<^ 
personal but for public ends; and not merely 
against the increase, but in favour of the der 
crease, of public-houses. 

However, the present point more particularly 
is, if, instead of "restricting the liberty of its 
subjects," by reducing the number of licenses 
for making as well ad for selling intoxicating 
drink, or even by appointing such drink to be 
sold only when medically prescribed — ^the State 
continues to issue its drink-making and drink- 
selling licenses as heretofore, is it the duiy of 
any true Christian to engage in such a pursuit 
in either of these senses ? Or, speaking gene- 
rally, although States or Governments may 
license the means by which any of the vices are 
naturally and actually fostered, and yet do not 
intend so, is it the dnt^ of any true moralist, or 
true lover of his species, or true believer, to 
embark in such a business, or to abide in it ? 
Is State morality to be set up as a standard in 
the Church of the living and true God, and 
especially in these days of religious latitu- 
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dinarianism ? Is such a code of morality to be 
appealed to by believers as "the law and the 
testimony," in any practical sense f Or, is such 
a system of moratity to be the pattern according 
to which the followers of Christ are to regulate 
their occupation ? In short, is the law of Csesar 
to stand superior to the law of Christ, in the 
estimation of those who profess to be Christ's, 
and therefore not of the world ? On the con- 
trary, should not the law of Christ, as being 
infinitely better, and more binding than every 
other law, at once supersede, and set aside the 
law of Caesar in every pursuit, as well as in 
every practice, that promotes sin? In other 
words, Bs Christianity, from its nature and origin, 
contains the purest and strictest morality, should 
not all who call themselves Christians, and de- 
clare that they have " come out from the world," 
cease to be professionally connected with the 
drink-making and drink-selling systems, as a 
means of subsistence, because these are the 
means of fostering drunkenness? 

But again, it may here be asked, are not many 
office-bearers, as well as members of the Church, 
employed in manufacturing and selling intoxicat- 
ing drink? In numerous instances, also, and 
with the avowed object of obtaining the license 
of the State for these ends, have not Ministers 
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and Elders, as members of Kirk>Sessiond, given 
certificates of character to those in communion 
with the Church ? In each of these respects, 
this is perfectly true. We are, also, free to 
admit that, in this sense, the Church may be said 
to have endorsed the license of the State, and to 
have authorized her members to engage in each 
of these brandies of business, without adding 
either a caution or a check, any more than a 
protest or remonstrance. It must, likewise,, be 
confessed, with great heaviness of heart, that m 
this sense she has, in a great measure, not only 
countenanced "the spirit trade," but unint«i- 
tionally and indirectly contributed to the spread 
of intemperance. For, between the members of 
the Church and the men of the world, there has 
often taken place the keenest competition for 
"the spirit license;" and, for a time at least, 
those who produced the Minister's, or Elder's, 
certificate of character, generally received the 
preference. Accordingly, with the license of the 
State and the certificate of the Church, many pro- 
• fessing Christians have traded in intoxicating 
liquors, not, of course, as little, but as much as 
possible ; and while pushing what they con- 
sidered "a good and growing" business, they 
naturally concluded that they were acting in the 
way of duty as well as interest ; and, also, that 
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th^ trade in which they were engaged was ren- 
dered respectable by the law of the country, and 
by the line of the Kirk-Session, if not of the 
Chiu'ch. 

In reference, however, to this state of matters, 
it must not be overlooked, that the Church, 
in her corpor<xte capacUi/, has never, through her 
Presbyteries, Synods, or Assemblies, sanctioned, 
or legalized, as a lawful Christian calling, the 
making or selling of spirituous liquors, as a beve- 
rage, or in any other sense. No section of the 
Church has done this, even when the distilling 
and retailing of intoxicating liquors was far less 
common than it now is. On the contrarjr, 
several sections of the Church do not admit into 
their fellowship any who are professionally con- 
nected with intoxicating liquors ; and, also, en- 
join all their members to have no alliance with 
such occupations. But, even although it were 
otherwise with all evangelical denominations of 
professing Christians, we need scarcely observe 
that Jesus Christ, the Head of the Church, calls 
upon all his people to look to his word as their 
guide in all things, and not to the walk even of 
the best of their fellow-christians ; and, oonse- 
quently, to direct their pwsuU, as well as their 
practice J by %U precepts ^ and not by iHmr 
pattern. 
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It must, likewise, not be forgotten that while 
Ministers and Elders of the Church gave " lines 
of certificate" to many parties for the purpose of 
enabling them, through the license of the State, 
to engage in the manufacture and sale of intoxi- 
cating drink, the nation was in a different state 
from what it is at present. It may, also, be justly 
pleaded, that although the nature of intoxicating 
drink was not then unknown, it is now better 
understood; and, particularly, that the demo- 
ralizing fruits of the drinking customs were not 
then so clearly foreseen, nor the destructive 
effects of drunkenness so fully unfolded, as they 
now are. Above all, now that the tide of in- 
temperance has reached so fearful a magnitude, 
and that the traffic in " the spirit trade" has be- 
come the source of innumerable evils in all the 
spheres of life, the whole of this subject has 
assumed a totally different aspect. 

Here, then, we would most cordially unite 
with others in saying, that the State is not only 
able to accomplish, but that in the discharge of 
its duty to God and man, it should accomplish 
far more good than ever in limiting the distilling 
and sale of intoxicating drink. Still, it can 
only alleviate, although greatly alleviate, the 
many evils which must ever, in greater or less 
abundance, flow from " the spirit trade ; " unless 



AS TO CEnTATN STATE LICENSES. 149 

it should think fit, in consistency with guarding 
against illicit distillation, to impose such a tax 
upon all intosdcating drink, as would cause it to 
be used as a drug, and not as a beverage ; or to 
pass " the Maine Liquor Law," and thus restrict 
the spirit license to a comparative few, as well as 
accompany it with the most rigid regulations. 
All this, in the exercise of its proper authority, 
and upon the application of the people, it might 
justly do, from a regard to the public weal, 
morally and physically. Thus, the facilities 
for obtaining intoxicating drink, and conse- 
quently for indulging in drunkenness, would be 
greatly diminished, although, it is to be feared, 
not completely suppressed. But, affcer all that 
the State might thus do externally, even at the 
utmost, it can, in no true sense, cure drunk- 
enness, any more than any other vice, which is 
of a physical and moral nature; it can only 
** skin and film the ulcerous sore." 

The true cure for drunkenness, as well as for 
every other sin, must be chiefly not of an exter- 
nal or physical, but of an internal or moral 
nature ; and this cure is to be foimd, not in the 
power of the legislature, but of the Chiureh, or 
in the means of divine appointment with which 
the Church is intrusted. On this account, 
should the Church as a Body, or any section of 

N 
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the Church, while condemning, in the strongest 
^ tenns, the sin of drunkenness, cMom any of her 
members to traffic in intoxicating drink as a law- 
ful occupation, or Christian calling, and particu- 
larly as the chief, or sole, means of their support ? 
Bather — and with all humility and submission 
we would say it — should not the Christian 
Church universally, or every branch of the 
Christian Church individually, much more than 
the State, exercise the power with which lAe is 
armed, and suppress the monster evil of drunk- 
enness at the outward fountain-head ? Should 
she not do this, so far as her own members are 
connected with intoxicating drink, whether it be 
in distilling or in selling the samef Would 
not this be the best "Maine Liquor Law;** 
leading men to abandon drink-making and 
drink-selling, not by human, but by divine 
authority; not by earthly, but by heavenly 
means ; not by the sword of the State, but by 
the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of 
God ? At the same time, to act in this way, has 
not the Church the highest authority — the ex- 
press authority of her own Magna Charta ? For, 
are not the precepts of the word, which are ad- 
dressed to her members in their individual capa- 
city, no less applicable to her own guidance, in 
her corporate character ? And is it not said, * if 
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thy right hand offend thee, cut it off ; if thy right 
eye offend thee, cast it out ;" as well as, " follow 
not that which is evil, but that which is good?" 
Consequently, if drunkenness be an "offence" or 
an " evil," can the drink-making, or drink-selling 
system, as an occupation, fail to be so likewise ? 
May not drunkenness rather be well designated 
one of the greatest "evils" and "offences?" 
And when we think of the nature and effects of 
intoxicating drink, or of the works of sin and 
Satan that almost necesssarily spring from it, 
can the pursuit by which drunkenness is pro- 
moted be spoken of in any other terms? 
Especially, if the increase of public-houses, as 
well as of intemperance, can, in any measure, 
be said to have arisen from what the Church, 
through her Ministers and Elders, has done in 
the past, by granting certificates to those who 
are engaged in "the spirit trade," should she 
not expressly declare that she withdraws these 
certificates from all to whom they were formerly 
given, as well as withhold them from others in 
the future ? 

Thus, is not the question, whether, from the 
very nature and fruits of intoxicating drink, any 
can make the distilling or selling of such an article 
his worldly occupation, forced, in these times, 
upon the attention of the Church ; and that not 
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SO much upon single Congregations, as upon the 
Church as a Body ? Is not this a question which 
the Church, from the state of her own commu- 
nion as well as from the state of the community, 
is now imperatively called upon to take up, in 
the discharge of her duty to herself, as well as to 
Christ her Head, to her members, and to the 
world ? Is not this a question which she must 
not only look fully in the face, and carefully 
consider in the light of Scripture, but explicitly 
answer, and then call upon her members to act 
accordingly ? And were this question taken up 
in right earnest by the Church, it is not too 
much to predict that, in Scotland at least, it 
would be speedily and successftilly settled. For, 
while one eminent Professor of the Church has 
publicly declared that " there is no necesaty for 
public-houses at all," another Minister, no less 
distinguished in his denomination, has said that 
" we might do very well without them." Again, 
while another, who is one of the most powerful 
Pleaders as well as Preachers of the day, speaks 
of the blessed effects that would follow from ** the 
entire abolition" of such houses, a younger 
Brother, in a large and respectable body of 
Christians, is pre-eminently striving with all his 
"might and main" for this purpose, along with 
others little less zealous. And, if we may refer 
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to the dead, while the holy and heavenly-minded 
M*Cheyne spoke of " public-houses as the curse 
of Scotland and man-traps for precious souls ; as 
pest-houses and dens of iniquity; as yawning 
avenues to poverty and rags in this life, and the 
short-cut to hell," and also said that he " never 
saw a sign, ^licensed to sell spirits,' without 
thinking that it is a license to ruin souls ;^ 
the estimable and clear-sighted founder of 
Methodism ^^ prohibited the manufacture and 
sale, as well as the dietic use, of intoxicating 
drinks to the members of his community ;" and 
also '^earnestly advised them to act so in the 
exercise of Christian charity and self-denial." 

Not to say, then, that the Church has not 
been doing as much as she deemed proper in 
the very critical circumstances in which she has 
been placed, may not the time be said to have 
fully come, if not more than come, when she 
should take a more prominent, as well as a more 
decided part in suppressing not only drunken- 
ness, and the drinking customs, but also the 
drink-making and drink-selling traffic, as an 
unchristian traffic ? For, is it enough for the 
most godly Christians to speak in private, in 
the strongest possible terms, against drunken- 
ness, or in the bitterest anguish to bewail its 
ravages ? Is it enough for all the Ministers of 
n2 



154 KON-CONFORMITT 

Christ throughoat the land, once a year, or more 
or less from Sabbath to Sabbath, to preach against 
the drunkenness of some members of the Church, 
as well as of the men of the wwld, while she 
permits others within her pale systematically to 
feed it for six, if not for seven days, from week 
to week? Is it enough to discourage by pre- 
cept, and also by pattern, the practice of every 
thing like drunkennei^, and yet, in any sense, to 
encourage the pursuit of the drink-trade ? Is it 
enough to declaim with trumpet-tongue against 
drunkenness, and to denounce the drunkard in 
tones of thimder, and yet not declare the drink- 
seller and the distiller as accessaries to the evil 
that is committed ? Or, is it at all even-handed 
justice to condemn the vice, to censure the victim, 
and to acquit the vender? Or, as the New 
Zealander said, is it equitable to " punish poor 
iffnorant man for drink the rum, and not punish 
man who moib the rum, and also the man who 
sdl the rum," although both are licensed by the 
State, but allow each to pass with impunity? 
Or, to put the matter in another form, if those 
who through tampering with such an ensnaring 
temptation as intoxicating drink fall, and are 
guilty of sin, can those who make drink, and 
sell drink, and allow it to be drunk on their 
premises, and especially in such a measure 
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as toobtain a living by it, be regarded ffuUt- 
less? 

If, in opposition to all this, it is said, as it 
sometimes is, "whatever is safe and right for 
Christians to use daily, cannot be wrong for Chris- 
tians to make or sell," we may point, by way of 
reply, to the past history of drunkenness, and 
of drunkards, and fearlessly assert that the em- 
phatic declaration of that history is, that intoxi- 
cating drink, is not safe, and cannot be said to 
be safe tiU that history is obliterated from the 
records of time. We may, also, confidently as- 
sert, on the authority of the letter, as well as of 
the spirit, of Scripture, that it is not right to 
make a frequent, much less a daily use of such 
drink, but rather the least seldom, and the most 
sparing possible. For there, are we not com- 
manded to "abstain from all appearance of 
evil?" And, from daily present observation, as 
well as from past history, may it not justly be 
said, that intoxicating drink has not merely 
** the cvppearcmce of evil," but that it is the /otiw- 
tain of the greatest evil ; and that by it, in an- 
cient and modem times, millions of mighty men 
have fallen ? 

May we not add, if the Church does not 
deal differently in the future from what she 
has done in the past, with those of her members 
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who are proprietors and possessors of public- 
houses, what reasonable hope can she cherish of 
being able to stem the deluge of drink ? May 
we not as well expect to stay a torrent, while 
the sluice from which it proceeds is not only left 
open, bnt continues progressively to widen ; or 
to purify a stream, whUe the fountain from 
which it springs remains polluted ; or to extirpate 
a tree, by lopping off a few branches, while the 
root is stUl untouched ? Or, to adopt a figure 
which is perhaps more apposite, may we not as 
well try to extinguish a fire with a few pdlefvh 
of water, while we pour upon it a thovsand 
puncheons of oU? May not this be said to be 
worse than giving the alarm of fire, and yet do 
nothing to extinguish it ? Now, what a lamen- 
table — and but on such a subject as this what a 
ludicrous — ^picture would this be, in each of these 
respects, in a literal sense ; and can it be less 
so, morally and spiritually ? For what, at the 
best, are public-houses, whether they belong to 
professors or non-professors of religion, but the 
means of supplying the fuel that feeds the fiame 
of drunkenness ? Is not this demonstrable from 
the fact, that the increase of drunkenness 
throughout the country is generally proportional 
to the increase of public-houses ; as well as that 
the increase of public-houses is proportional to 
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the increase of ciime ? What, likewise, is cXL that 
the Church has hitherto done in private and in 
public for counteracting the sin of drunkenness, 
which, like a prairie fire, has been raging 
throughout the land ? Even at the utmost, and 
that has not been little, may it not fitly be com- 
pared to the casting upon it of a few buckets of 
water ? And, if for extinguishing the late terrific 
conflagration in Newcastle-upon-Tyne, a few 
such buckets or barrels would have been, to say 
the least, perfectly futile, in what terms may all 
the efibrts of the Church, for extinguishing the 
liquid fire of drunkenness, as well as of the 
drink-making, and drink-selling systems, be 
spoken of? 

Should not the Church, therefore, in her col- 
lective as well as in her individual capacity, not 
merely "sympathize" with those who are labour- 
ing for these ends, but support them in their 
truly patriotic efforts ? — efforts, no less patriotic 
than those which are now being made in raising 
the "Patriotic Fund" for our disabled soldiers 
and sailors, or for the widows and children of 
such as are deceased. Or rather, should not 
the Church take the lead, more than she has 
hitherto done, in guiding public sentiment on 
this all-momentous subject; in setting this great 
nooral movement on a thoroughly "Christian 
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basis ;" and in giving forth no uncertain sound 
upon this matter, in the way of worldly pursuit as 
well as of daily practice ? For this purpose should 
not all sections of the Church present one united 
front not only against drunkenness as a sin, but 
against trading in intoxicating drink as a Chris- 
tian pursuit ? Or, if no section of the Church 
will as a Body so bestir herself, should not pro- 
fessing Christians of every denomination stand 
unitedly forth as practical non-conformists, 
or CHRISTIAN ABSTAINERS in this most philan- 
tropic of enterprises, foot to foot, shoulder to 
shoulder, hand to hand, and heart to heart ; and, 
in dependence upon the divine blessing, strive 
not only to turn the tide of popular opinion in a 
Christian direction, but to gain the co-operation 
of the whole of their fellow-Christians ? 

In this way, if what the State has already 
done, may be styled " the dawn of a better day 
for Scotland," the members of the Church may 
be instrumental in hastening on that dawn to 
meridian brightness; and in achieving one of 
the most glorious triumphs of practical Chris- 
tianity, or of virtue over vice. Will the State, 
then, so far do her duty by passing "the public- 
house act" for diminishing facilities to drunken- 
ness on the Sabbath ; and will not the Church, as 
a Body, do hers to her own members throughout 
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the week, as well as on the Sabbath ? Through 
the strength of Him who has promised to " help 
her, and that right early," will she not do in- 
finitely more than ever for suppressing drunken- 
ness, as well as Sabbath profanation? If she 
will not, and particularly in connection with 
public-houses, may she not be said to <ict like the 
husbandman, who nursed the serpent that stung 
him? Or, if she will not, can she be free from 
sin, or guiltless of the blood of souls? Must 
not the confession rather be made, " verily we 
are guilty of the blood of our brother;" and 
not merely of one, but of many, if not of 
millions? 

However, altogether apart from the duty of 
the Church in this matter, by entreating her 
members to keep free, or to disentangle them- 
selves, from " the spirit trade," as a pursuit, let 
us bear in mind that the Church, as a Body, 
never gave her consent, or approval, to such an 
occupation as being a Christian occupation. At 
the same time, let none soothe their consciences 
by saying, that when such and such office-bearers 
do their duty, then we will do ours. For, while 
we are not to "compare ourselves with our- 
selves," or with others, even with the best, but 
with the standard of the word, by which we 
shall at last be tried; need we add, that the 
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non-performance of duty by one party, cannot 
be accepted as a pretext or plea, as an apology 
or justification, for the non-performance of duty 
by another. On the contrary, for tlie reasons 
above stated, — as well as from a principle of 
love to their fellow-creatures and fellow-Chris- 
tians, and which is one of the most powerful 
principles of action — should not all who call them- 
selves by the name of Christ, " not be conformed 
to this world" in any pursuit which fosters or 
facilitates dnmkenness, any more than any 
other sin, although that pursuit is legalized by 
the State, and likewise prosecuted by office- 
bearers and members of the Church ? Should 
they not be, in this, as in all other things, *' not 
of the world ;" and between them and the men 
of the world, should there not be, in this sense^ 
also, the greatest difierence ? With you, my dear 
readers, who profess to be Christ's, is it so in this 
respect ? Are you, in this pursuit, free from all 
participation of the sin of others, and like¥rise 
"not sufiering sin upon them?" If not, we 
cannot but add, although with extreme reluc- 
tance and the greatest regret, that you are not 
true practical non-conformists to the world, nor 
true Christians, and especially in the present 
times. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

NON-CONFORMITY TO THE WORLD 
IN FOSTERING SABBATH PROFANATION. 

" How welcome to the saints, when prest 
With six days' noise, and care, and toil, 
Is the returning day of rest. 
Which hides them from the world awhile." 

Once more, all true Christians must ^* not be 
conformed to this world" by engaging on the 
Sabbath in any pursuit, which, although lawful 
on other dsLys, fosters, or facUitates, Sabbath pro- 
fawxHon. like uncleanness and drunkenness, 
Sabbath profanation is one of the most preva- 
lent sins of the times ; and that, not only in the 
way of practices, but of pursuits ; not only in 
speaking and doing what should neither be 
spoken nor done, but by engaging, more or less 
regularly, in occupations, which, on that day, 
should be abstained from. For, while it is the 
command of God to all, from the highest to the 
lowest, ^^ remember the Sabbath day to keep it 
holy," it is added, ^* six days shalt thou labour, 
and do all thy work ; but the seventh day is the 
o 
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Sabbath of the Lord thy God ; in it thou shalt 
not do any work," — any mercenary as well as 
unnecessary work — "thou, nor thy son,' nor thy 
daughter, thy man-servant, nor thy maid-servant, 
nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within 
thy gates ; for in six days the Lord made hea- 
ven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, 
and rested the seventh day ; wherefore the Lord 
blessed the Sabbath day, and hallowed it." 
Being, also, as the Sabbath is, not a Mosaic, but a 
Paradisaic institution, it must be of perpetual 
obligation, tiU that day shall be ushered in, in 
which aU future days shall be merged, and which 
shall be a nightless, as well as an everlasting day. 
Just, then, as in the preceding cases of theft, 
uncleanness, and drunkenness, so, in this case, 
not only must every thing like Sabbath profana- 
tion in pradice be avoided, but also, on this day, 
every thing in pursuit that tends to promote it. 

This is so clear from the terms of the law of 
God, and follows so necessarily from the chain of 
reasoning which we have been pursuing, that it is 
almost superfluous to subjoin a single word by way 
of illustration or support. We may safely, there- 
fore, assert, that to question the sinfulness of 
foUowdng after any worldly pursuit on the Sab- 
bath, is to deny the permanent obligation of the 
Sabbatic institute, and to doubt the perfection of 
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the moral law, of which it forms a part. In like 
manner, to speak of the altered state of society 
as being such at any time as to demand a relaxa- 
tion of that law, is at once to impeach the wis- 
dom, to arraign the justice, and impugn the 
goodness, of G-od. Neither of these things, 
however, can be. Yet, although the fourth, in 
common with each of the other commandments 
of the moral law, stands impregnable in all its 
Alness, and in all its force, alas ! how common 
is Sabbath profanation, more or less, in the way 
of business of one kind or another, among too 
DMiny professors, as well as non-professors, of re- 
ligion. For, making all due allowance for works 
of necessity and mercy, which can ever be at- 
tended to with the strictest propriety, and 
without the smallest sin, whether they refer to 
men or the lower animab, among the numerous 
avocations which exist in the world, and which 
are lawfully prosecuted during the week, how 
many persons unlawfully engage in the same, 
more or less, on the Sabbath ; and not merely 
occasionally and irregularly, but constantly and 
systematically ! 

For example, what a multitude, like a host of 
locusts, were, till very recently, in the habit of 
trading in spirituous liquors on the Sabbath, and 
of regarding that day, in a pecuniary sense, aft 
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their most profitable day; ^^many of them declar- 
ing," as the godly M'Cheyne has said, ''that they 
could not keep up their shop, if it were not for the 
Sabbath market-day ; " and that they were thus 
" kept afloat" in their " unholy traffic V And 
still, while many legally and openly, according to 
the law of the land, how many illegally and 
stealthily, in contravention of that law, continue 
to do '' a great business" on the Sabbath ? How 
many, also, keep open, or authorize to be kept 
open, "reading-rooms" on the Sabbath from 
morning to night; — ^urging as their excuse that 
they are the servants of the public, and that they 
must please their customers on that day, as well 
as throughout the rest of the week ? How many 
open on the Sabbath their tea-gardens, their 
museums, and their music-saloons all the year 
round, and also their fruit-gardens, as often as the 
summer season returns; and all under the 
pretence of affording refreshment, recreation, and 
accommodation to the public ? How many, like- 
wise, in the southern parts of the kingdom, and 
particularly in the Metropolis, where " the best 
and the toarst of every thin^, and every bocfy can 
be found," traffic openly on Sabbath in the dif- 
ferent articles of food? And even in Scotland, 
how many, secretly if not openly, "drive a 
growing trade" in this way, as well as in the 
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tousure, or " barber business ? " Again, how many 
connected with the public press, in our chief cities 
and principal towns, carry on their printing 
operations on the afternoon and evening of the 
Sabbath, under the plea of supplying the public 
on the following morning with the latest news ? 
In proof of this, it may be sufficient to state, that 
an Editor of " the broad-sheet," whose own hands 
are not clean as to operative Sabbath labour, has 
publicly declared in "a leader," that, "in Print- 
ing House Square, London, legions are engaged 
in Sunday-night labour." How many, likewise, 
run omnibuses from suburbs to cities and towns ; 
and again from these cities and towns to the 
suburbs, on the morning and afternoon of Sab- 
bath, and also at mid-day, under the pretext of 
accommodating the public by conveying parties 
to and from Church ? In this same department, 
how many on the Sabbath let horses and gigs, 
coaches and carriages on hire, to all and sundry 
who apply for them, without ever inquiring 
whether it be a case of necessity or mercy, and 
"without the slighest hesitation? As an ex- 
ception, however, to this, on the part of servants, 
we cannot but make " honourable mention" of 
the neglected Cab-men in the Eastern and Western 
Metropolis of Scotland, who have resolved, on 
the principles of natural as well as divine law, 
o2 



166 NON-CONFORMITY 

not to do any Sabbath labour " unless when life 
and property are at stake." Among females, 
likewise, as well as males, who during the week 
are engaged as sempsters from the earliest on 
Monday morning to the latest on Saturday eve, 
how many are also involuntarily led to " stitch, 
stitch, stitch" during much of the holy Sabbath, 
in order to provide articles of dress for ladies 
and gentlemen ! In most, if not in all of these 
cases, the necessity of doing what is done is un- 
necessarily made ; and then, strange to say, it is 
pled that means must be provided for meeting 
that necessity ! . Need we add, is not all this 
diametrically contrary to the express command 
of God in regard to the Sabbath-^-" in it thou 
shalt not do any work" — any unnecessary or 
servile work — such as that which is performed 
during the week, as the means of subsistence. 

But, not to expatiate upon Sabbath work of 
this sort, let us pass from the case of private in- 
dividuals to that of public companies ; or from 
the smaller let us pass to the larger scale in 
which pursuits that are lawful during the week 
are unlawfully prosecuted on the Sabbath, or at 
least, prosecuted far more than is requisite, even 
at the utmost stretch of " necessity and mercy." 
And here, again, we must assign the bad 
pre-eminence to the work of distillation. For, 
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alas ! what an immense multitude connected with 
this occupation reguioHy break the Sabbath ? So 
true is this, that it is asserted on unimpeachable 
authority, that no less than " one hundred thou- 
sand persons'' are so engaged Sabbath after 
Sabbath.* For, it is an unquestionable fact, that 
intoxicating liquor cannot be made within the 
space of eight days ; and, consequently, the grain 
must be attended to, if not turned over and 
mashed, -on the Sabbath, as well as on the 
other days of the week. On this account itself, 
reqxdring, as the preparation of it does, the 
violation of the day of rest, we are constrained 
to ask in passing, can such a thing justly be 
called " a creature of God ? " Or, if it is "a 
creature of God for good" that cannot be 
dispensed with medicinally and artistically, 
should it be manufactured, at such a vast 
amount of Sabbath desecration, as a beverage or 
a pleasure ? But further, not to speak of coal- 
works, which must in some measure be necessarily 
attended to, how many are more or less un- 
necessarily, and systematically, engaged in the 
smelting of iron, in the making of gas, and in the 
sailing of steam-ships — sailing, as numbers of 
these vessels do, to a distant port late on a 
Saturday evening, if not on the morning of the 
Sabbath? How many persons, likewise, are 
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regularly engaged on the Sabbath in the running 
of Railway-trains, whether it be only with the 
Mail-bags, or with Passengers? In other 
instances, how many additional servants of 
Railway Companies are engaged on the Sabbath, 
when Excursion trains are advertised to be then 
run at a reduced fare? — and all under the guise 
of relaxation to the working-classes ; so called re- 
laxation to some, but cruel slavery to others. 
Thus, while facilities are afforded, are not the 
strongest temptations held out, to Sabbath 
desecration? And thus, as a natural conse- 
quence, is not God's holy Sabbath fearfully pro- 
faned? At the same time, what is thus true of 
Sabbath Trains is equally true of Sabbath Steam- 
boats. Now, in these two latter cases, may not 
the sin of Sabbath desecration be said to be 
peculiarly aggravated? For, amid the many 
brilliant discoveries in science, or the many splen- 
did new applications of former discoveries, why 
should the honour of God, who is the Source of 
all light as well as of love, be trampled under foot ? 
Or, instead of the observance of the Sabbath be- 
ing more scrupulously attended to, why should a 
greater disregard be paid to it than formerly? 
Besides, from these noble discoveries, and suc- 
cessful applications of science, which lead to so 
great a saving of time, should not the many daily 
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sons of toil, not be more but less enslaved on the 
Sabbath, as well as during the week? Or 
rather, while as a lawful boon they should 
receive ** the Saturday half-holiday," as a season 
of recreation or relaxation, should they not, as 
their natural birth-right, have the opportunity of 
enjoying the Sabbath as a day of rest to their 
bodies, and of refreshment to their souls? 
Would not this be proper and right towards God, 
and equitable and just towards man? But 
further, not merely in a public, but in a 
national sense, 'how many are engaged, partially, 
if not fully, in the work of the Post-Ofl5ce in 
our Capitals, Cities^ and Towns, and also in all the 
branches which exist throughout the kingdom ? 
In short, is it not an incontrovertible fact, that 
** in England there are one million and fourteen 
thousand men employed in labour on the Lord's 
day ?" And yet, in the face of all this, is it not 
grievous to think that any should propose to ob- 
tain from the legislature an act to license Sab- 
bath desecration, by " opening places of inno- 
cent recreation, combined with instruction in 
the history of nations, and in the arts and 
sciences," or in any thing else? For, apart 
from the heinous sin involved in such a proposal, 
is it not much to be feared, if not absolutely cer- 
tain, that, were it carried into practice, it would 
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not only set in motion all the railway trains in 
the nation, but gradually lead to the incessant 
enthralment of the working classes? As the 
natural effect, also, of the operation of such 
causes, what but a torrent of profligacy and vice, 
might be expected ? 

Now — ^not to speak of distillation, and always 
excepting cases of strict necessity and mercy — ^in 
these and such like instances, while the respective 
pursuits are perfectly lawful and proper during 
the week, is not the character of each completely 
changed, in a moral sense, according to the 
law of God, when it is prosecuted on the Sab- 
bath ? Is it not converted into what is unlawful 
and sinful ? For, then, does it not violate the 
express command of Him who has said, in re- 
ference to the Sabbath, '^ thou shalt not do any 
work" — any mercenary or unnecessary work? 
And what else, generally, if not always, is the 
work of those who are engaged in these pursuits 
on the Sabbath? Is it not a continuation of 
their ordinary, or every-day week work ? And, 
however little that work may be on the Sabbath, 
is it not such, even at the least, as to distract 
their thouglits, and secularize their affections; 
such as to prevent them from enjoying the rest 
of the Sabbath, either bodily or spiritually; 
especially, such as to deprive them of knowing 



IN FOSTERING SABBATH PROFANATION. 171 

what it is to be "in the Spirit on the Lord's 
day," or have a foretaste of heavenly happiness ? 

In reference, indeed, to some of these oceupar- 
tions, more than others, it is argued that they 
are works of necessity and mercy. Yet, after a 
brief scrutiny, it will commonly turn out that in 
these, as in the more private cases, the necessity is 
first made, and then it is averred that means 
must be provided to meet that necessity. Conse- 
quently, if the supposed necessity were only 
allowed to cease, the necessity of the use of 
these means would also cease. In other words, 
let it be laid down, and acted upon, as an un- 
changeable divine precept, that we are to " keep 
the Sabbath holy," and that this can be done 
only " by a holy resting all that day, from such 
worldly employments and recreations as are law- 
ful on other days," and, after a conscientiotis 
trial, it will almost invariably be found that 
cases of necessity for acting otherwise instantly 
disappear, or that they are only of very rare 
occurrence. 

In some of the above cases, and particularly 
in the case of the Post-Office, the sin of doing 
work, or of permitting work to be done, is the 
sin of the nation^ more than of the individuals 
employed. On this account, the Christian com- 
munity should, with one united voice, and in 
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the name of God, demand of the State, more 
firmly than ever, entire freedom from all Sab- 
bath-labour for all the servants of the public. 
For, as the Sabbath is the birth-right of all, 
should not they as well as others, have the 
power and privilege thus to enjoy this day 
aright ? In other words, being as the Sabbath 
is, specially " the Lord's," and the day on which 
he is to be specially served, is it not a day which 
no one has the liberty to give away to another, 
and which no one has the power to take ? Is it 
not, likewise, a day which all, whether high or 
low, rich or poor, master or servant, employer or 
employed, should so spend, in private and in 
public, that it may be enjoyed bodily as well as 
spiritually ? Should they not do this, not only 
from a sense of duty, but of interest to them- 
selves and others ? And how can they do this 
bodily, far less spiritually, but by laying aside 
completely all worldly avocations on that day, 
and making works of necessity and mercy the 
rarest possible exceptions ? 

In whatever aspect, therefore, these different 
reasons are looked at, whether separately or con- 
jointly, bodily or spiritually, personally or rela- 
tively, temporally or eternally, should not all 
true believers " not be conformed to this world" 
by engaging on the Sabbath in any pursuit. 
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irhich, although lawful on other days, fosters or 
facilitates Sabbath profanation? In this, as 
well as in all other things of a sinful nature, or 
tendency, should there not be a striking dif- 
ference between them and the men of the world? 
With you, my dear readers, who profess to be 
Christ's, is it so in this respect ? Are you free 
from polluting the Sabbath in the temporal pur- 
suit which you prosecute ? K not, you are not 
true practical non-conformists to the world, nor 
true Christians. 

In continuation of this subject, we might here 
take up in order a few other sin-fostering pur- 
fiuitd; such as those which foster card-playing 
and gambling, the theatre and the race-course, 
and other sinful amusements in private and in 
public. However, not having treated of these 
and similar worldly pleasures, we cannot with 
propriety speak of the pursuits which promote 
them. Besides, as the preceding topics have 
already extended far beyond what was originally 
contemplated, we are called upon to draw to a 
close. 
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CHAPTEK XVn. 

DUTY OF UNIVERSAL NON-CONFORMITY 
TO THE WORLD. 

Such, my fellow-Christians, are a few of the 
practices and pursuits in which you, and all who 
name the name of Christ, must "not be con- 
formed to this world." However, as the world 
is, in all moral things, diametrically contrary to 
the will of God, and also one of your worst 
enemies, you must, likewise, in enoery worldly 
practice, and in every worldly pursuit wliich either 
looks like sin, or leads to it, be true non-con- 
fonmsts. The practical non-conformity which 
is thus incumbent upon you, and upon all who 
call themselves Christians, is a tmiverscil non- 
conformity; a non-conformity extending to all 
things; not, we need scarcely add, to things 
trivial or indifferent, so as to occasion singu- 
larity or oddity, but to things of a moral nature 
and tendency, and which are either directly or 
indirectly sinful. For, do we not read that 
Jesus Christ "gave himself for us that he might 
redeem us from aU iniquityy and to purify unto 
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himself a peeuUar people, zealous of good 
works?" Are not his followers, also, as "par- 
takers of the heavenly calling," and "brethren" 
of Him, the true " High Priest of their profes- 
sion," spoken of as "men wondered at?" If, 
then, it is otherwise with your non-conformity, 
it is not what it should be, and what it must be. 
From its nature, indeed, this non-conformity 
is not fitted to draw forth such admiration and 
applause, as did the non-conformity of the Puri- 
tans of the seventeenth century, and of others 
in Primitive times. Yet, unpopular as it may be, 
it is not on that account the less praiseworthy in 
itself, the less pleasing to God, or the less profitable 
to man. On the contrary,prac<icaZ non-conformity 
to what is sinful, is as important as doctrinal non- 
conformity to what is heretical, or ecclesuutical 
non-conformity to what is erastian. More espe- 
cially, may this be said to be the case, as prac- 
tical non-conformity to the world, is a species of 
non-conformity which not only extends to aU 
things, but which exist at aU times; which is 
ever within the power of all professing believers, 
and should ever be their distinguishing charac- 
teristic; and which is also, as much their interest 
as their duty. For, although the times in which 
you live may not be such as to subject you to 
any thing like Primitive, or Popish, persecution 
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for profesuug non-conformity in doctrine, or 
non-conformity in government, your times can 
never fail to be such as not to call upon you to 
exhibit non-conformity in practice — ^in the prac- 
tice of every thing that has the semblance of sin. 
The more fashionable, also, the times may be in 
which your lot is cast, the more powerfully are 
you commanded to manifest your non-confor- 
mity to the world in its practices and pursuits, 
as well as in its opinions, its principles, and its 
pleasures; and even at the expense of the 
greatest sacrifice, and in the exercise of the 
greatest self-denial. We may, likewise, here 
remind you, that in different ages and countries, 
and in different spheres of life and circles of 
society, this practical non-conformity may be 
said to vary. For, just as different doctrinal and 
ecclesiastical errors prevail at different periods, 
and in different places, so do different practices 
and pursuits, more or less sinful, mediately if 
not inmiediately, prevail in public and in private^ 
In each of these respects, however, all true dis- 
ciples of the Divine Man must-ever approve them- 
selves stanch non- conformists'; and infinitely 
more so in works than in words. 

Applying these remarks to our own times, 
while swearing, uncleanness, and Sabbath pro- 
fanation frightfully predominate, drunkennesi 
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may be said to bear the pakn of precedence. 
On this account, chiefly, our country has be- 
come so different from what it once was, if 
it is not still becoming worse. In such circum- 
stances, my dear readers, whether you are 
members or office-bearers of the Church, what 
is the duty which you, as the truest patriots 
and the best philanthropists, owe to others as 
well £U3 to yourselves ? Not to speak of drunk- 
enness itself, that worse than beastly sin, should 
you be conformed to the world in those drinking 
customs by which this gigantic national sin has 
been principally pampered and promoted ? Or, 
should you be conformed to the world in any 
pursuit, any more than in any practice, by which 
this vice is fostered and fed ? In any of these 
ways, should you countenance and encourage, in 
the slightest degree, the rampant sin of the day ? 
Should you not rather, in each of these respects, 
make practical non^onformiti/ to the world your 
daily Christian maxim, and manifest this daily in 
your Christian manner of living ? For, have we 
not seen, that to all who profess to be Christ's 
this is the divine command, as to every practice, 
and every pursuit, which leads to sin, or that is 
sinful ? Thus, instead of allowing this and other 
precepts of the word, which are exactly fitted to 
meet the evil of drunkenness, of the drinking 
p2 
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customs of society, and of drinking oecupations, 
to lie in abeyance, or as a dead letter, should 
not you, and all who are professedly Christ's, «t 
once bring them prominently into action, or em- 
body them in practice and pwrsuit ? In this way, 
we would " stir up your pure minds by way of 
remembrance,** so that you may not only be 
** established in the present" practical " truth," 
and contend for it, but that you may combat 
and conquer the present great practical error, or 
sin. But, while, in the name of our common 
Lord and Saviour, we would call upon you so to 
conduct yourselves daily, we would also exhort 
you to make it your daily prayer, that, through 
the grace of God, this may be characteristic oi 
you at all times, and in all things. 
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CHAPTEE XVIII. 

INSUFFICIENCY OF THE "PLEDGE" PRINCIPLE 
AS A CURE FOR DRUNKENNESS. 

What absolute need is there for acting thus in 
the present day ? For, without overlooking, or 
undervaluing, what the Old "Abstinence So- 
cieties " have done in restraining the evils of drunk- 
enness, of the drinking customs, and also of the 
drink trade; far less, without speaking slight- 
ingly or sneeringly of such Societies, we heartily 
admit that they have been engaged in a great 
and good work, and also that they have done 
much good work. Indeed, leavened as they are 
with so many of the very dUe, or " pick," of the 
Christian community, it is not too much to say, 
that, in their state of isolation, they have been 
doing the work of the Church herself, so far, at 
least, as bodily and temporal ends are concerned. 
Accordingly, although the Church has not been 
altogether standing aloof, or passing by on the 
other side, while these Societies have acted the 
part of the good Samaritan towards many of the 
men of the world, who were the " off-scouring of 
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all things," they have also acted, towards many 
professing members of the Church, the part of 
Help in the " Pilgrim's Progress." For, just a» 
Help, at tlie outset of Christian's journey, wa» 
instrumental in drawing the awakened Pilgrim 
out of the Slough of Despond, and " setting him 
upon sound ground, and bidding him go on hi* 
way," so, may they be said to have done, to not a 
few. But, as Polemo went a drunkard to hear 
Plato lecture, and returned a temperate man, and 
as Felix trembled when Paul " reasoned of tem- 
perance," as well as " of righteousness and judg- 
ment," — and yet both may only have turned from 
one sin to another — we cannot but add, that if 
such religious professors pejform, from a re- 
gard to their pledge, what they did not pre- 
viously perform from a regard to the precepts of 
Scripture, they may well ask themselves if they 
ever were, or yet are, under the power of divine 
truth — ^that truth which reforms, as well as en- 
lightens and regenerates^ and which calls upon 
all who profess to know it and receive it, to flee 
from every evil. Besides^ had these Societies 
done nothing more than directed public atten- 
tion, so fully as they have done, to the fearful 
amount of drunkenness throughout the lengtli and 
breadth of the land, they would have " deserved 
weU" of the Church, no less than of the State. 
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However, as drunkenness is not only a vice, 
but, as we have seen, one of the very worst of 
vices ; as it is not only a physical, but a moral 
disease ; or a physical disease just because it is a 
moral disease, it necessarily follows that as in re- 
gard to other vices, so in regard to it, we must 
look not to methods of human contrivance, but 
to the means of divine appointment, as the orAjf 
true means for suppressing it with all its evils, 
and for promoting the opposite virtue with all its 
good fruits. For what means, but divine means, 
can effectually veach the heart, and strike at the 
root of the disease, so as at once to produce an 
internal renovation, and an external reformation ? 
What means, but divine means, can accomplish 
this not, nominally but really, not superficially 
but radically, not partially but completely, aiid 
not transiently but permanently? If it were 
otherwise, if human means even of the most 
powerful moral nature could be effectual for 
eradicating this sin £rom the human heart, or for 
extirpating it from the world, then, it would 
follow that there is a vice for the destruction of 
which, and a virtue for the acquisition of which, 
neither Christianity, nor the power of God, is at 
all required. The more powerful, also, that vice 
might be, and the more important that virtue, 
then, it would likewise follow that Christianity, as 
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well as the power of God, was, if possible, less 
requisite ; and the more would man be able to 
reform himself. But, if this were true in regard 
to wi£ mce and one virtue^ it would be equally 
true in regard to all the vices and all the virtuetr. 
Hence, upon this principle there might be set up, 
with equal hope of success^ as many counter 
societies as there are sins, such as lying and 
swearing, uncleanness and stealing; or, a 

UNIVERSAL TOTAL ABSTINENCE SOCIETY for the 

suppression of every vice^ and for the practice of 
every virtue. And, although some »ns are more 
bitter in their effects than others^ as weU as 
more heinous in themselves, as sin of every kind 
never fails to carry along with it, more or lessy 
bad fruit,, why should not all true worldly re- 
formers at once establish such a society, if humai^ 
means were sufficient ? This^ however, is abso- 
hitely impossible from the moral nature of things, 
as well as from our own sinful state. For we 
can neither practicaUy deliver ourselves, in any 
true sense, from- a single sin, any more than 
penaUy make satisfaction for the smallest. 

Was not this shown to a demonstration among 
the nations of antiquity, in reference not merely 
to one, but to all the vices ; and that, despite of 
all the assistance which Egyptian wisdom, 
Babylonian science, Grecian philosophy^ and 
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Roman learning afforded? Notwithstanding, 
also, all that Spartan ingenuity devised and did, 
in order to excite in children an abhorrence of 
drunkenness by exhibiting before them slaves in 
the most disgusting drunken state, even in re- 
gard to this single sin were not these, and all 
other efforts, illustrious failures ? Or, at least 
did they not signally fail to achieve any thing 
like a national, or civic, reformation ? Surely, 
then, it is not intended to be insinuated, that in 
I these latter days of " the march of improvement," 
and of scientific discoveries, that any mental or 
moral, intellectual or physical power which man 
can exert, even with the aid of liis fellow-men, is 
sufficient for subduing a single vice, and espe- 
cially drunkenness, and for implanting a single 
virtue. On the contrary, in modem as w^ as 
in ancient times, it has been found that old means 
of human device, although for a season they have 
stemmed the tide of moral evil, have of themselves 
been altogether inadequate for encountering that 
evil aright, or for truly suppressing it. And as 
it has been so in the past, we cannot expect it to 
be different in the future. 

In reference to drunkenness, this is fully 
admitted by "Abstainers" themselves when 
they declare, that the circumstance of being a 
member of their society, and of acting according 
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to its ** pledge, does not make a man truly tern" 
perate in God's sight, but that this is only a 
means to an end, and that the heart still remains 
to be changed by other means?'' Nor could 
it be otherwise. For, how could that " pledge," 
or any human pledge^ as "a good resolution, or 
sacred promise," carry along with it such power 
as to make one truly temperate — ^temperate 
especially within ? Although moral means can 
alone cure moral diseases, and it, as a moral 
means, is, in a measure, so far adapted to cAedt 
the evils of drunkenness, it is, at the same time, 
from its earthly and human nature, utterly in- 
sufficient to cure drunkenness, either as a phy- 
sical or as a moral disease. In proof of this, not 
to speak of the frequency with which the" 
"pledge" is broken by many, even in the case 
of those who keep it best, an accompanying' 
power, a power greater than human, is absolutely 
necessary for this purpose. Agreeably with 
this, one of the most eloquent and distinguished 
of their number has declared in his Autobio- 
,graphy, that his "best resolves were feebleness^ 
and his sincerest promises weakness." For, after 
he had taken the pledge, and supposed that he 
" had put his heel on the tyrant winch had so 
long held him captive," he confesses that he 
'^continued to break every promise made to 
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himself and others;" that after having "flung 
away the fnaddening draughty he needed a 
strength not his own to adhere to the vows he 
had made;" that so long as he "relied im- 
plicitly on his own strength, his utter weakness 
was painfully exemplified in his violation of his 
sacred promise ; that depending for support on 
an arm of flesh, he depended on a broken reed;" 
that " unassisted human strength is utterly un- 
able to aflbrd adequate support in the hour of 
temptation;" that "without strength from on 
high, he was unequal to the conflict ; that we 
are only so far safe when we depend on a 
mightier arm than our own for support, and that 
our strength lies in our sense of weakness;" 
that he " disclaimed all power in and of himself, 
and desired earnestly the influences of the Holy 
Spirit, without whom all human effort is vain." 

Now, not to enlarge upon the strange state- 
ment, that, "the total abstinence pledge is that 
which cures drunkenness," while " the grace of 
God is that alone which can reform the man " — 
as if God's grace could not cure drunkenness, and 
in any true moral reformation drunkenness was 
not included — all this being agreeable to reason 
as well as revelation, why should "the taking of 
the pledge" be held forth as sufficient of itself to 
restrain men from drunkenness, or to make 
Q 
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them true abstainers ? Or, why should it be so 
frequently, and so triumphantly, spoken of in 
private and in public, as if it "were a new moral 
prindple, or a new discovery in morals ? Grant- 
ing that, in these drunken times of ours, the 
*' pledge *' should be taken as an antidote to the 
reigning drinking system, why, in calling upon 
men to take it, and to keep it, should the grace 
and help of God be praciicaHy ignored f Or, why 
should the love of Christ, in assuming our nature, 
and dying in our stead, and which is one of the 
most powerful motives to the discharge of every 
duty, be virtually trampled under foot ? Grant- 
ing, likewise, that such societies should be set up 
in these peculiar times, why shoizld there not be 
embodied in their constitution, and also in the 
pledge which is adopted, a divme hasiSy such as 
the express precept of Scripture, *' abstain fiwn 
all appearance of evil ?" 

Resting, thus, on a "Chriirtian basis,** how 
much more confidently might the divine bleseing 
be expected, and how much more abundantly 
received ? At the same time, with such a moral 
precept, not as motto, or maxim, to be quoted, 
but as a fundamental element, with how mueh 
greater propriety might these Societies be 
classed with Missionary, Bible, and other Reli- 
gious Societies, which form part and p«rcel of 
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the agen<^es of the Church ; and which, while 
they esaj^y Scriptural means for the accom- 
plishment of the moral and spiritual ends which 
they have in view, cannot, on account of the basis 
on which they are buih, be scouted, whether 
many join them, or not. Above all, were they 
thus constituted, how much more appropriately 
might they be spoken of as being, for a season, 
** a preparative or precursor, a pioneer or fore- 
runner, an auxiliary or ally," to the Gospel? 
But even at the best, however much good they 
have accomplished, or may accomplish, they 
must never be regarded as anything like a sup- 
plement to, any more than a substitute for, 
the means which God himself has appointed 
as the true antidote for intemperance, and all 
the other sins of society. Far less, they must 
never be regarded as "a remedy'' or a "sure 
remedy;" as "the only specific" or "panacea;" 
or *' as the simplest and safest plan," for the sup- 
pression of intemperance, dither. in a physical or 
moral sense. Especially, such terms or titles 
must not be applied to these Societies, on the 
ground that "tf & drunkard," by taking the 
pledge, " abstains from drink, he will not be a 
drunkard." For, on exactly the same ground, it 
may be asserted, i^ a sinner, by making a pro- 
mise, abstains not merely from some sins, but from 
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all sins, he will not be a sinner, at least for the 
future I All true, in a sense ; but, how assump- 
tive, as well as comprehensive, is the mono- 
syllable if? Puny, as it may appear, is it not 
all-powerful? For, as in the ease of the cele- 
brated French Philosopher, who, while he would 
lofficctUy prove his own existence, very iUogiccMy 
took for granted the point to be proved, does not 
the little " if" in this case, assume the end to be 
attained ? Or, while it refers to that end, does 
it not overlook adequate means, an adequate 
motive, and an adequate moving power, for the 
attainment of the end proposed? And, in all 
moral actions, are not these things essentially 
requisite for the suppression of vice, and the 
promotion of virtue; and consequently, as essen- 
tial in the case of drunkenness, as of the 
other vices ? Or again, if it should be said that 
drunkenness is referred to only as a physical evil, 
we would remind our friends, that this is not the 
true nature of drunkenness; and that it is a 
moral as well as a physical evil. Besides, by 
treating drunkenness at all times according to 
its true nature, as a vice and not merely as a 
physical disease, what an infinite advantage do 
we gain? For thus, may we not bring to bear 
upon it not merely human, but divine armour; 
not merely carnal, but spiritual weapons; not 
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merely earthly, but heavenly artillery ? Or, in 
the words of David to Goliath, may we not say, 
^Hhou comest to me with a sword, and with a 
Apear, and with a shield; but I come to thee in 
the name of the Lord of Hosts, the God of the 
armies of Israel, whom thou hast defied?" 

AH this is the more necessary to be noticed, 
mod guarded against, as not only Members, but 
Office-bearers of the Church have been heard 
saying, '^The Gospel! what has the Gospel 
done, or what oan the Gospel do, for intemper- 
taxeeV and also adding, 'Hhe old way has been 
long enough tried, and has not done for the 
Church and the world what it ought to have 
done ;" ^^ the Gospel remedy is weak and ficti- 
tious; if we trust to it, we may give up in 
despair;" ^^ without the pledge there can be 
so moral reformation." Bad as all this is, 
lui implying that the word of God, freeei^Mdy 
as well as dootrinally, is defective, how much 
worse is it, on the part of a Minister of 
Christ, to declare;, in the most public manner, 
that ^'the Gospel can neither cure, nor pre- 
vent, intemperance ; that it has no more to do 
with the curing of intemperance in a bodily 
sense, than it has to do with the curing of fevers ; 
and that it is neither fitted nor designed to 
form a cure for the bodily habit, or disease of in- 
q2 
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temperance/** How libellous are these state- 
ments upon Christianity as a system of morals, 
as well as upon the power of its Divine Author ! 
How contradictory are they to such precepts of 
Scripture as these, "mortify the deeds of the 
body; crucify the flesh, with the lusts thereof; 
put off the old man, or old nature, which is cor- 
rupt according to the deceitful lusts, and put on 
the new man, or new nature, which, after God, 
is created in righteousness and true holiness?" 
How contrary, even to the nature of "the 
pledge,'* as a moral means, for the suppression of 
drunkenness, which is a composite evjl, partly 
moral and partly physical ? How opposed, like- 
wise, to the experience of all " that are Christ's," 
who, without the aid of any instrumentality of 
human device, are enabled to " crucify the flesh, 
with the affections and lusts ;" and consequently, 
not merely drunkenness, but all "the lusts of 
the flesh?" How improper, therefore, and un- 
becoming, and dishonouring, is it, in any, to 
attempt to exalt b. human pledge above the 
preceptive part of the divine word, or to 

* These were the ipsissima verba of a Minister of the 
Established Church, when preaching in Glasgow City 
Hall, on the evening of Sabbath, September 10, 1864. If 
they were not, 111 most willingly retract the same, and 
apologize. 
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ignore that part of the word in so important a 



sense 



For such reasons, as well as because " the 
taking of the pledge" is known to have been 
substituted for Church discipline, is it not im- 
perative upon all who name the name of Christ 
not only "not to be conformed to the world" in 
its drunkenness, in its drinking customs, in its 
drink-making, and drink-selling pursuits, but 
also to ''hold forth" as well as to ''holdfast" 
the means of divine appointment as the only true 
means for subduing the bodily craving for in- 
toxicating drink, and for curing the sin of 
drunkenness, as well as all other sins ? Should 
we not act so, for the honour of that Saviour in 
whom we believe ; of that religion of which he 
is the Author ; and of the Church of which we 
are members ; as well as for our own true wel- 
fare, and that of others, bodily and temporally, 
spiritually and externally ? For, unlike the best 
of moral means of a human nature, as well as the 
most stringent civil enactments, is it not undeni- 
able that divine means alone can eradicate the 
strongest physical appetite, as well as the most 
intense spiritual desire, for intoxicating drink; 
and also excite an abhorrence of every thing 
like drunkenness, or what leads to it ? 
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CHAPTER XDL 

SUFFICIENCY OF THE DIVINE PLAN, 
PRECEPTIVELY AND OTHERWISE. 

In opposition^ therefore, to all such opinions 
as those alluded to above, the glorious dociri$ie8 of 
the word of God, and especially the grand doctrine 
of " Christ crucified," must be held forth in private 
and in public, more fully^ if possible, than ever. 
For, did not Christ "bear our »ns in his own 
body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins'' — 
sins oi every kind, both great and small — 
"should live unto righteousness?" Accord- 
ingly, if we could become truly dead to any sin 
by human or created means, would not Christ 
have died in vain? Did he not^ also, "give 
himself for our sins, to ddwer usfirom ihispretent 
evU toorldj according to the will of God, and our 
Father;'^ and, consequently, not merely from 
somey but from all the evils, and evil customs, that 
are in the world? Thus, too, we must guard 
against the infidel dogma of one of the so called 
grandees of the world, that "Christianity has 
become obsolete and effete, and that the great 
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Apostle, in glorying solely in the cross of Christ, 
assumed too much/' 

Faith, also, in the word as the divine record, 
and particularly in the cross of Christ, must still 
be held forth as the internal instrument on our 
part, by which, through the operation of the 
Spirit, the great moral as well as spiritual ends 
contemplated by Christ's death can alone be 
accomplished. For, as to every sin which 
besets us in the world, does not the Apostle 
John declare, "this is the victory that over- 
cometh the world, even our faith ; " and again 
ask, " who is he that overcometh the world, but 
he that believeth that Jesus is the Christ, the 
Son of God?" — clearly implying, that without 
faith in our blessed Saviour, no trus victory can 
be obtained over the snares and seductions, any 
more than over the troubles and trials, of the 
world; but that, by faith in him, a perfect victory 
may be achieved in these and in aU other moral 
and spiritual senses. 

The precepts, likewise, of the word, as being 
exactly adapted to our circumstances at all 
times, must be held forth, far more prormnently 
than ever, as the external means in the hands of 
the Spirit, by which alone believers can be truly 
preserved from drunkenness, and from every 
other vice, and constrained to the practice of 
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all sins, he will not be a sinner, at least for the 
future ! All true, in a sense ; but, how o^^timp- 
tive, as well as comprehensive, is the mono- 
syllable if? Puny, as it may appear, is it not 
all-powerful? For, as in the case of the cele- 
brated French Philosopher, who, while he would 
logically prove his own existence, very iUogicaUy 
took for granted the point to be proved, does not 
the little " if" in this case, assume the end to be 
attained ? Or, while it refers to that end, does 
it not overlook adequate means, an adequate 
motive, and an adequate moving power, for the 
attainment of the end proposed? And, in all 
moral actions, are not these things essentially 
requisite for the suppression of vice, and the 
promotion of virtue; and consequently, as essen- 
tial in the case of drunkenness, as of the 
other vices ? Or again, if it should be said that 
drunkenness is referred to only as a physical ecU, 
we would remind our friends, that this is not the 
true nature of drunkenness; and that it is a 
moral as well as a physical evil. Besides, by 
treating drunkenness at all times according to 
its true nature, as a vice and not merely as a 
physical disease, what an infinite advantage do 
we gain? For thus, may we not bring to bear 
upon it not merely human, but divine armour ; 
not merely carnal, but spiritual weapons; not 
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sober ; for they diat sleep, sleep in the night ; 
and they l^hat be drunken, are drunken in the 
night;" does he not add, ^'for God hath not 
appointed ns to wrath, but to obtain salvation 
by our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us, that, 
whether we wake or sleep, we should live to- 
gether with him." And, in all ages, ancient as 
well as modem, unless when the people have 
been sunk in the deepest darkness, has not the 
greatest heart-felt want been, not so mut^h a 
knowledge of moral duty, as a motive to the 
performance of thaft duty ; just such a motive b» 
is provided in the death of Christ? 

The promises, also, of the word, which are 
^exceeding great and precious," must always be 
held forth as powerful encouragements to the 
performance of every precept. The penaUieSf 
likewise, of the word, as its sanctions, must ever 
be held forth as influential means by which it is 
fveceptively enforced upon saints, as well as 
-sinners. In like mamner, the pattern of Christ 
Imnself must never fail to be held forth as being 
not only a perfect personification of all the pre- 
cepts which the word inculcates, but likewise as 
one of the most powerful persuasives to the 
practice of these precepts. 

Especially, ^ grace of Ood, in connection with 
the power of the Heify Spirit, must ever be held 
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forth as being absolutely necessary in order to 
abstain aright from sin of every kind^ as well as 
from intemperance, and to live a life of holiness 
in all things. For, it is "by grace that we 
stand/' as well as by grace that we are at first 
brought into a state of salvation ; and it is only 
" by the power of God" that we can be " kept" 
from all the evil that is in the world. In other 
words, it is only by the grace and power of God 
that our hearts can be renewed, and our habits 
reformed ; or that sinful habits can be rightly 
broken off, and holy habits truly acquired. 

The glxyty of God must, also, ever be held forth 
as the primary motive and ultimate end of all that 
we do in abstaining from every thing that is evil, 
as well as from drunkenness ; for, " whether we 
eat or drink, or whatsoever we do," we must "do 
all to the glory of God." In fine, f/rayer to God 
for his enriching blessing to accompany the 
means employed, and the motives cherished, 
must not be lost sight of; so that his own cause, 
as the cause of righteousness and holiness, may 
prevail, and prosper. 

Thus, my dear readers, you, and all who 
profess to be the people of God^ must, from a 
sense of duty and interest, never cease to hold 
forth the truth as it is in Jesus in all its integ- 
rity and fulness. Thus, you must show that that 
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truth is as pre-eminently practical as it is 
doctrinal ; and as practical, as it is pure. Thus, 
while you honour God by acting as he commands, 
you may most confidently expect his blessing 
upon yourselves and others ; aijd, also, upon all 
that you say and do for his sake, and for the sake 
of your fellow-men. 

What a strong confirmation of the necessity of 
thus dealing with every vice have we in the cir- 
cumstance, that the precept, " be not conformed 
to this world,'^ occurs in one of the most doc- 
trinal, as well as the most logical, of all the 
epistles of holy writ? As a necessary conse- 
quence, are we not warranted to assert, that 
Christianity is sufficient for all moral as well as 
spiritual purposes ; sufficient for time, as well as 
for eternity ? If, in the former of these respects, 
this were not true, how could it be true in the 
latter ? For example, if Christianity could not 
moralize us, how could it save us ? If it could 
not regulate our lives, how could it regene- 
rate our hearts? If it could not reform us 
from drunkenness, how could it reclaim us from 
other sins, which are no less soul-destroying, 
and as powerful through the force of habit? 
Or, if it could not cure drunkenness as a physi- 
cal evil, having its seat in the body, how could 
it cure it as a moral evil, having its seat in the 
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soul? If it could not cure the smaller, how 
eould it cure the greater evil ? In short, if it 
could not fit us completely for the disdiarge of afl 
the duties of this Hfe, how could it be supposed 
to fit us for serving God day and night in his 
temple above ? And, not being able to accom- 
plish the lea^it of these ends, is it not obvious 
that it would not be adapted to our circum- 
stances in this world, or be effectual for enabling 
us to meet the many evils of life ? 

We need scarcely, however, add, that, from 
the very nature of Christianity, as well as from 
its divine origin, this cannot be the case. On 
the contrary, it must be all-sufficient, in the hands 
of the Holy Spirit, for all the ends for which it 
is appointed, and applicable to the state of society 
tn ciU ages. It must, therefore, be fitted, as 
well as intended, to effect the greatest of moral 
dianges externally, as well as the greatest of 
spiritual changes internally ; fitted, not only to 
renew the heart, but to reform the life ; fitted, 
not only to enlighten and quicken, toconvinceand 
convert, but to make the most dissipated sob^, 
and even ihe best of -^^ abstainers f as well as the 
liar a man of truth, -the swearer the fearer of an 
oath, the thief honest, and the unclean chaste; 
and, consequently, to raise from the darkness 
and depravity of sin, to the light and life of 
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holiness ; to change the chief of sinners into the 
chief of saints; or to transform^ as it were, the 
lion into the lamb. 

So it was in the experience of many among 
the Corinthians, the Galatians, the Ephesians, 
the Philippians, and the Bomans, in ancient 
times, who were '^ steeped to the lips" in these 
and other sins; and of whom Paul could say, 
" such were some of you ; but ye are washed ; 
ye are sanctified ; ye are justified, in the name of 
the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God." 
So it may still be, in the experience of all who 
" receive the record which God has given us of 
his Son ; " or who, in the exercise of faith, lay 
hold of Christ as their Saviour. Just, also, as the 
Corinthians, in the primitive ages of Christianity, 
and others since, did not require to become mem- 
bers of any hiunan society in order to be delivered 
from their besetting sin, whatever that was, but 
were commanded to come to Christ at once, and to 
" deny themselves to aU ungodliness and worldly 
lusts, and to live soberly, righteously, and godly, 
in this present evil world,*' so it may ever be with 
every class of sinners. In other words, we must 
never forget that " doctrine is the basis of duty," 
and that there can be no true holy practice of 
any of the Christian virtues apart from the holy 
doctrines of Christianity. To think otherwise, 
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is, as a great master in Israel has well said, " the 
most empty of all delusions ;" it is even " worse 
than the opposite error of trusting in a doc- 
trine without a corresponding practice." For, 
while "the vitality of doctrinal truth" may 
sooner or later practically " revive the Church ;" 
if, on the other hand, no doctrinal truth is radi- 
cally held, all godly practice must "speedily 
perish." 
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CHAPTER XX. 

DUTY OF PROFESSING CHRISTIANS 
TO ACT UPON THIS PLAN. 

Incontrovertiblb as this is, as part of " the 
truth in Jesus/' all professing Christians must 
not only guard against raising any external ob- 
stacles to the progress of Christianity, or in the 
way of the appointed means of grace, but take 
heed that, when such obstacles have been set up, 
they do not keep them up, but rather do every 
thing possible ip sweep them away. Agreeably 
with this, while we are called upon in Scripture 
to beware that we ** put not a stumbling-block 
in the way of our brother," God also says, " take 
up the stumbling-block out of the way of my 
people/' So it should be^ especially, with the 
drinking usages of society, which have become 
such a fruitful source of crime ; and also with the 
numberless facilities to drunkenness, in the way 
of trade, which almost everywhere abound. For 
this purpose, should not all who have a name 
and a place in the Church, whether they be 
Ministers or Members, male or female, young or 
r2 
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old, be banded together as much as others? 
And professing, as they do, to be the followers 
of Him who is the kindest and best of Masters ; 
who pleased not himself, and went about doing 
good ; and who has said, " if any man will come 
after me, let him take up his cross and follow 
me," instead of being apathetic or indifferent in 
this noble cause, should they not exhibit not 
only as much self-denial and zeal, sympathy and 
compassion, benevolence and love, as those who 
belong to worldly societies, but, in each of these 
respects, far excel them? Or, if they do not 
vie with them with a holy rivalry, will not " the 
children of this world" not only be " wiser in their 
generation than the children of light," but con- 
demn them? For this purpose, also, should 
they not deal affectionately and faithfully, closely 
and kindly, with relatives and friends, neigh- 
bours and acquaintances, and especially with 
those over whom they have the greatest influ- 
ence, and with whom they are most intimate ; 
and yet not in their own name, or in the 
name of man, but in the name of Christ, their 
Lord and Saviour ? For this purpose, likewise, 
should not man go to man, woman to woman, 
and child to child, and, by their living example, 
as well as by earnest entreaty, strive not only to 
break off their intemperate habits, but to bring 
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them to Christ ? For this purpose, should they 
not speak to the drunkard, or to him who is ad- 
dicted to " tippKng," as soon as he is restored to 
his reason ; and while setting before him the evil 
of his sin, spiritually and eternally, as well as 
bodily and temporally, remind him meekly, but 
firmly, that "drunkards shall not inherit the 
kingdom of God?" For, if he is capable of 
listening to arguments in favour of worldly 
abstinence, and of being moved by a sense of 
human kindness, and of joining a worldly society, 
is he not as capable of attending to arguments 
in favour of Christian " abstinence from all ap- 
pearance of evil," of being influenced by the 
voice of Christian love, and of becoming a mem- 
ber of the Christian Church ? Or, if he is already 
a professing Member, or Office-bearer, of the 
Church, but has been guilty of drunkenness, either 
occasionally or frequently, should he not be re- 
minded, not only that he has sinned grievously 
against the Lord, but that he is professedly 
"joined to the Lord in a perpetual covenant, 
never to be forgotten ;" that he has " subscribed 
with his hand unto the Lord, and sumamed 
himself by the name of Israel ;" and thus that he 
has voluntarily vowed, not to man but to God, 
to " depart from all iniquity? " In like manner, 
should not all connected with the Church, in 
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their public as well as in their private character, 
whether they be Ministers of State or Members 
of Parliament, Mayors or Magistrates, Judges or 
Justices of the Peace, Proprietors or Possessors 
of property, Lairds or Landladies, Factors or 
Farmers, Masters or Foremen, exercise their in- 
fluence to the utmost, in every lawful way, by 
diminishing the facilities to drunkenness ? 

If all who profess to be Christ's were to act in 
this way, would it be doing more than what 
Christ has a right to expect, and demand of 
them? Would it be discharging more than 
their duty, or consulting more than their truest 
interest, so that they might at once be happy in 
themselves, and make others happy ? Would it 
not be acting just as becometh all who, being 
saved themselves, are anxious, from a sense of 
the infinite value of salvation, to save others? 
Would it not be doing something like *^puUi$iff 
men out of the fire" as it is figuratively, but for- 
cibly, expressed in Scripture? Did not Paul, 
and others in primitive times, act in this way 
with the greatest success? And, if professing 
Christians were still to act in this way, might 
they not confidently expect that Iheir efibrtS) 
too, would be abundantly successful, through the 
divine blessing ? Would not drunkenness soon 
hide its head with the greatest shame, and tern- 
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perance triumphantly prevail ? Would not " a 
liquor law," and other legislative enactments in 
reference to intoxicating drink, be almost un- 
necessary ; and particularly in the case of pro- 
fessing members of the Church ? At the same 
time, while the luxury of doing good to others 
would be enjoyed, would not the greatest good 
be conferred ? 
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CHAPTER XXI. 

EXEMPTION OF THIS PLAN FROM OBJECTIONS 
TO THE "PLEDGE" PRINCIPLE, &c. 

Besides, in this way, would not professing 
believers be putting in operation, not human but 
divine means for the regeneration, and reforma- 
tion, of society ? In this way, would we not be 
taking the word of God in all things as our law, 
and making it the guide of our lives ? In this 
way, would we not be acting, not in obedience 
to human, but to divine authority ; not from a 
regard to a self-imposed pledge, but to a 
heavenly-prescribed precept; not from a sense 
of the fear of man, but of the frown of God, or 
the loss of his favour ; and not from the dread 
of a temporal penalty, but of eternal punish- 
ment ? In this way, likewise, while striving to 
roll back the tide of intemperance in all its 
branches, would we not completely obviate the 
many objections which are often urged against 
teetotal societies ? 

For, is it not frequently said of the "pledge" 
principle, by different parties, that it over- 
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looks, or undervalues^ one of the great prac- 
tical purposes contemplated by Christ's incar- 
nation, and which can alone be truly accom- 
plished by his death ; that it ignores the grace 
of God, and tramples under foot the promised 
help of the Holy Spirit ; that it sets the precep- 
tive part of Scripture aside, and implies that the 
word ID this sense is not sufficient for all the 
sins that exist in the world; that it is but a 
piece of hiunan machinery, and "teaches for 
doctrines the commandments of men;'' that it 
regaixls the pledge of man as equivalent to the 
precept of God, and substitutes human for 
divine authority; that, altogether apart from 
believing in Christ, it makes the taking of the 
pledge, and the keeping of the pledge, a perfect 
antidote for drunkenness ; that it even inculcates 
a morality above that of the Bible, or calls upon us 
to do what the word of God does not command ; 
that it regards a promise made to man stronger, 
or more binding, than a vow made to God; 
that it fosters the idea that men should do more 
for the sake of their pledge, like Herod with his 
oath, than for their covenant obligations as pro- 
fessing Christians, for the «ake of Christ, for the 
glory of God, or for the divine law ; that it 
presses to do for us what neither the means of 
divine appointment, nor the divine blessing, nor 
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any thing else, can effect ; that it virtually de- 
clares that no one can consistently condemn 
either drunkenness or drunkards, or call upon 
men to come to Christ, unless he is first a tee^ 
totaller ; that it treats intemperance differently 
from the other vices, and makes the curing of it 
the work of man, and the rest the work of God; 
that it separates temperance from its fellow vir- 
tues, or unduly exalts it above the other " fruits 
of the Spirit;" that it leads men to speak of 
intemperance as if it were the only sin which is 
destructive to their present and future welfare, 
or as if they were guilty of greater sin when 
they break their pledge, than when they trans- 
gress a divine precept; that it leads them to 
trust solely in themselves, or in their own 
strength ; that it leads them to look upon them- 
selves as " a band of freemen," so long as they 
keep their pledge, and yet in numerous instances 
they are the bond-slaves of many sins ; that it 
frequently generates an uncharitable and self- 
righteous spirit ; that it induces hypocrisy, and 
debauches the conscience, inasmuch as many 
pretend to abstain from intoxicating drink, but 
secretly indulge in it; that it substitutes the 
pledge for Church discipline, one of the •ordi- 
nances of God, and the renewing of the pledge 
for repentance, or the healing of backsliders; 
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and that it is not only one of the isms of the 
times, but "the most dangerous form of in- 
cipient infidelity." 

Now, whether these objections to the 
"pledge," and to other human expedients, be 
weak or strong, real or apparent, partially true 
or utterly false, consistent or contradictory — 
many of them cutting like a two-edged sword — 
none of them apply to the divine plan precep- 
tively. Besides, as it is a glaring fact that drunk- 
enness is one of the greatest of evils in our day, 
if not incomparably the greatest, is it not the in- 
terest as well as the duty of all to endeavour to 
arrest its progress, and destroy its influence, with 
all its antecedents and accompaniments, by every 
means possible, but particularly by the best of 
means; and thus, not only suppress drunken- 
ness, but along with it the drinking customs of 
society, and all facilities to the same, in prac- 
tice and in pursuit ? And, for these ends, how 
should all the professed followers of Christ act, 
but according to the precepts of the word ; and 
•especially such as that which we have been 
considering, "be not conformed to this world?" 
Let this, then, be our key-note at all times; 
and let us never forget that, just in proportion 
as our conduct in all things can stand this test, 
so are we true Christians. 
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CHAPTER XXn. 

INSUFFICIENCY OF THE "EXPEDIENCY" PRIN- 
CIPLE FOB THE DRINKING USAGES. 

In connection with the " Old," we may here 
refer to what may be called the "New" 
Abstainer's Society, which has more recently 
been instituted in order to counteract the evils 
of the drinking system, and which is founded 
not on the taking of a moral " pledge," but on 
the ground of Christian " expediency." As to 
the basis on which this Society rests, we may 
observe, that while it is true that Christian 
expediency is, in some circumstances, tantamount 
to Christian precept, and as constraining as 
Christian principle, it is also no less true that 
Christian expediency should never be resorted to 
when Christian precept is available. More par- 
ticularly should this be the case in matters of 
great importance, wheth^ moral or spiritual; 
and the more important these matters are, the less 
should expediency be spoken of, and the more 
should the express precepts of Scripture be 
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^.ppealed to. For, with expediency there is 
generdtty associated some thing like a popish, 
dispensing power, which, while varying from a 
vanishing quantity to a substantial reality, leaves 
one, too much and too often, to act in a facile 
spirit ; and yet not do violence to the " small 
voice" within. 

Accordingly, without meaning to state any 
thing in the least offensive, so it is, we are war- 
ranted to believe, with some in this Society, 
which consists of respected Fathers and Breth- 
ren, For, while with many of its members the 
expediency principle may be said to be every 
ihing, or as binding as precept, so that they 
neither take nor give any kind of intoxicating 
drink, unless when medicinally needed, with 
others, this principle is, in regard to the giving 
of wine, and also spirituous Hquors, comparatively 
nothing. And yet this, we understand, is quite 
consistent with the " license," or privilege, which 
this Society may be said to grant. For, it is 
well known, that practically, if not constitution- 
ally, it allows its members, should they think it 
proper, to enjoy " the liberty of treating their 
friends" to some, if not to all, kinds of intoxi- 
cating drink, although not medicinally required. 
On this account, although such members as choose 
to avail themselves of this peculiar dispensation, 
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cannot be spoken of as ^^ playing fast and loose," 
may they not fitly be styled as being at once 
" fast and loose ;" " bond and free ;" or, as the 
phrase goes, " free and easy ;" and, of course, in 
this and in other cases, some freer and easier 
than others ? 

Now, while it may at all times be justly said, 
in the words of Paul, " why is my liberty — ^my 
Christian liberty — judged by another man's 
conscience;" and also, why is another man's 
liberty judged by my conscience, may we not 
ask, was the expediency of Paul of the preceding 
nature ? While he thought it expedient that he 
should not act in a certain way, so as to dis- 
countenance idolatrous customs, did he also 
think it expedient that his brethren in the Lord 
should OjCt in a different way in regard to these 
same customs — although he left them free to 
judge for themselves ? Was this the nature of 
his expediency, when, in regard to meat offered 
to idols, he said, " if meat make my brother to 
offend, I will eat no flesh — ^no such flesh, at least 
— while the world standeth, lest I make my 
brother to offend?" Or, while he asserted his 
own Christian liberty in "having power to eat 
and to drink," and yet acted strictly on expe- 
diency in abstaining from meat offered to idols, 
and also, it maybe, from wine, did he provide for 
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others, or present to others, the means by which 
theif might act differently from himself, either in 
private or public ? Or, when he did not regard 
the not taking of certain meat and drink any 
want of Christian courtesy and Christian love 
towards his professing Christian brethren, did 
he, in the exigencies of these times, consider the 
not giving of certain kinds of meat and drink 
any violation of the rites of "hospitality," or 
inconsistent with Christian " courteousness," 
when these things were likely to prove a 
stumbling-block to weak brethren, or an occa- 
sion of sin ? In other words, while he did not 
deny the Christian liberty of others, or attempt 
to coerce them, did he surrender to others the 
keeping of his own conscience; or, on their 
account, did he, in any sense, sacrifice his prin- 
ciple of expediency ? On the contrary, did he 
not say for himself, "all things are lawful for me, 
but all things are not expedient; all things are 
lawful for me, but all things edify not?'* In 
regard, also, to others in these times of abound- 
ing idolatrous customs, while he said, " if any of 
them that believe not bid you to a feast, and ye 
be disposed to go, whatsoever is set before you 
eat, asking no question, for conscience' sake ;" did 
he not add, " but if any man — any of the guests 
— say unto you," as to any thing on the table, 
s2 
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"this is oflferedto idols" — ^in such circumstances, 
what was to be done ? — " eat not ;" and why ? — 
" for his sake that showed it," or pointed this out 
to you, " and for conscience* sake ; conscience, I 
say, not thine own, but of the other." 

Here, indeed, Paul first says, " whatsoever is 
set before you eat*' But, this was to be done 
when no observation was made as to the idola- 
trous customs of the day in connection with the 
meat presented, as well as when no conscientious 
scruple was entertained by any of the company. 
In such circumstances, as all true believers, as 
well as Paul, knew that " an idol was notliing," 
and that "to the pure all things were pure," 
they could freely partake of what was placed 
before them ; and the more so, as the quality of 
the food, although it had been offered to an 
idol, was not changed ; but especially, because 
its nature was such that it could not readily 
prove injurious. However, had the question 
then been as to intoxicating drink, and particu- 
larly such drink as is common in our country, 
we have no authority to suppose, that Paul, in 
these circumstances, would have said, "drink 
what is set before you," unless it had been 
medicinally needed. We are rather warranted 
to conclude that ^he would have said, what he 
elsewhere does, "it is good neither to eat flesh, 
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nor drink wine, nor any thing, whereby thy 
brother stumbleth, or is offended, or is made 
weak." And why? — because the nature of 
intoxicating drink is altogether different from 
meat; and not only in its essence, but in its 
effects. Or, in the words of another, "the 
Apostle says, *eat/ not ^ drink;' and the prin- 
ciple will not authorize us to drink whatsoever 
is set before us, asking no questions for con- 
science' sake. For, while it was a matter of m- 
difference in regard to eating, whether the meat 
had been sacrificed to idols or not, it is twt a 
matter of indifference whether a man may drink 
intoxicating liquor. That is a point on which 
the conscience should have much to do ; and on 
which its honest decisions, and the will of the 
Lord, should be faithfully and honestly re- 
garded." The p<^nt, however, now before us 
chiefly is — should those, who, on the principle 
of expediency, abstain from intoxicating drink, 
set that drink before others, otherwise than 
medicinally? Is it expedient for them not to 
take that drink themselves, and yet expedient 
for them to give it to others ? If so, is not such 
expediency a strange thing, passing strange; 
quite a Proteus ; a perfect Chameleon ? 

But further, agreeably to the letter, as well 
as the spirit, of what hfis now been stated, Paul 
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say* in the same passage, "eat not." This, 
again, is to be done when the meat presented is 
spoken of as that which has been offered to 
idols; when conscientious scruples are enter- 
tained; and when sin is likely to follow. So 
far, therefore, from encouraging professing be- 
lievers, in any manner, to identify themselves 
with the idolatrous customs of these days, he 
calls upon them, not on their account, but from 
a regard to others, to abstain from these cus- 
toms. Consequently, the express precept of 
Paulj as well as the implied principle of his 
reasoning, is evidently in favour of not present- 
ing to others the things from which we our- 
selves deem it expedient to abstain ; and much 
more> in favour of not purvetfing for them these 
things. 

Thus, it clearly appears, that, as to these 
idolatrous customs, Paul not only intended 
that the expediency principle should be acted 
Upon by others, as well as himself; but that 
he did not^ set himidf against himsdf, or 
neutralize his co nduct, by fundshmg to others 
that from which he abstained. In short, while 
he was "all things to all men" in things 
indifferent, so that, in his burning zeal for souls, 
" he might by all means save some," when he 
adopted the principle of expediency, we have no 
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authority to suppose that he did not thoroughly 
follow it out relatively as well as personally, as 
if it were equivalent to a direct principle or 
precept. So far from that, while he says else- 
where (1 Cor. vi. 12), "all things are lawful 
unto me, but all things are not expedient ; all 
things are lawful for me," he also adds, " but I 
will not be brought under the power of any ; " 
I will not become the slave of any bodily appe- 
tite, or of any habit which is of an evil nature, 
or sinful tendency ; and we may safely add, I 
will not become subject to any worldly custom, 
nor provide the means of conformity to that 
custom, for others, any more than for myself, oil 
the ground of expediency. So, these words 
may most -properly be understood. But even 
although the terms, " the power of any," may be 
regarded as alluding to persons, and not to 
things, the result will be precisely the same, if 
not more strongly in confirmation of the point 
for which we are contending. On this account, 
all true believers may still adopt this language 
as to any worldly custom in reference to 
others, as well as themselves, whether they are 
in their own house, or in the hpuse of a friend. 
At the same time, while they freely extend the 
same power to others, who may not be so per- 
suaded in their own minds, these others, ' as 
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guests, have no right to expect, on the part of 
their hosts, the slightest deviation from the tme 
spirit ci expediency, for their gratification. 

As a necessary consequence of all this, when at 
any time we adopt expediency as a principle, it 
should, in all circumstances, be rigidly acted up 
to in reference to others as well as ourselves; 
and yet, while not designing to give oflFence to 
any, we must not surrender our own conviction 
of duty in regai'd to others, whether we be 
under the domestic roof, or imder the hos- 
pitable roof of another. Unless this is the 
case, will not expediency, when professedly 
acted upon at any time, be justly spoken of as a 
thing the most accommodating and convenient 
possible ; as supple, if not as slippery, as an eel ; 
as a yoke, the freest and the easiest imaginable ; 
as but a half measure, or, what is politically 
styled, " trimming 1" And when, or where, did 
any half measure, or trimming, ever accomplish 
any great good ? Was it in the case of the slave- 
trade, or in any other great civil or religious ques^ 
tion that lias ever agitated the cotmtvy ? Of such 
" half-and-half*' expediency, well, therefore, may 
we say, in the words of one of the noblest of 
Patriots, the William Tell of his tyrant-trodden 
country, "Expediency! thou false wisdom of 
the bhnd and of the weak! thou who never 
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weighest consequences, but dost always sacrifice 
to a moment's fear the justice of eternity ! Ex- 
pediency! thy pathway is too frequently like 
the pathway of sin; one stop upon its glossy 
slope, and there is no stopping any more. It is 
Milton's bridge, which, too often, leads, ^smooth, 
easy, inoffensive,' down to darkness." 

Especially, in the ease of Ministers, Office- 
bearers, and Members of the Church of Christ, who 
adopt the principle of expediency in order to sup- 
press the drinking customs of society, which is one 
.of the greatest evils of the day, what absolute 
necessity is there that it be carried out in all 
its extent, in refea^ence to others as well as them- 
selves ; and that no kind of intoxicating di'ink be 
presented to others, any more than partaken of by 
themselves, unless when strictly required as medi- 
cine ? In each of these respects, or in regard to not 
giving, as well as not taking, such drink with the 
above exception, what great need is there, on 
account of the state of theChiu-ch and the world, 
that their expediency should always be accom- 
panied -with "the old-fashioned virtue of consis- 
tency?" 

Besides, without any thing like a breach 
of courtesy or kindness, respect or esteem, to- 
wards visitors and friends, how easily and natu- 
rally might such true Christian expediency be 
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tally and efficiently carried out, in all its length 
and breadth, at home and a-fieM ? For, has not 
every family, and especially every Christian 
family, its own domestic arrangements as to 
things which are eaten ; and why not, also, as to 
things which are drunk? And wherever we 
may be, whether in the bosom of our own family 
or among friends, among neighbours or acquain- 
tances, among members of the same community 
or of the same Church, do we always expect a 
certain kind of meat to be set before us, or 
is it dkoays expected that we partake of it? 
Or, when that particular kind of meat is not 
presented, or, when presented, not partaken of, 
is offence taken or given ? And if not so as to 
meat, why should it be so as to intoxicating 
drink; and the more so, as it is an article so 
unique in itidf, and in all its effects, which are 
so fearful? Why, forsooth, should it be re- 
garded as the sine qua non, the only thing never 
to be awanting, or to fail to be presented, in a 
Christian family, and particularly in the family of 
a Minister, or Office-bearer, of the Church ? On 
account of its intrinsic nature, and its too com- 
mon destructive fruits, should not the very oppo- 
site of this rather be the case 1 And jUst be- 
cause it is top often not so, does not this worldly 
use of intoxicating drink righteously ptove an 
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Achan in the Camp of Christ; or, what the 
remnant of the Philistines were to the IsraeKtes, 
" a snare and a trap, a scourge in our sides and 
a thorn in our eyes?" 

However, while every professing believer, 
whether Office-bearer or Member of the Church, 
is at perfect freedom to exercise his Christian 
liberty as he thinks proper, he must -act not only 
as in the sight of God, but according to the word 
of God as the rule of life ; and not as a stumbling- 
block to the weak, or as a snare to the strong. 
But, what we would now more particularly notice 
is this ; — is a Society formed on nich expediency 
as the preceding, and as exhibited in the practice 
of many, though not of all its members, suited to 
the present wants of the Church, or the world ? Is 
guich expediency as that which permits the mem- 
bers of this Society to present intoxicating drink 
to others, when not medicinally needed, although 
' they do not partake of it themselves, at all fitted 
to counteract the drinking system which prevails 
in our day, . privately and publicly ? Or, is 
sttch expediency as that which grants the liberty, 
or which enables its members to take the liberty, 
not of drinking, but of proposing toasts at 
public dinners, at all calculated to suppress the 
drinking customs of the present times ? So far 
from that, is it not a name rather than a stem 
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practical reality ? Instead, therefore, of this ex- 
pediency principle, should not this Society, also, 
rather adopt as their basis an express precept of 
Scripture, such as " abstain from all appearance of 
evil;" and act fully up to that precept, by neither 
giving nor taking intoxicating drink, except 
when it is medicinally required? If not, will 
not the compromise which they make, although 
it proceeds, from the kindest and most differential 
motives, naturally lead to the conclusion that if 
the taking of intoxicating drink were at all ineof- 
pedimt even in the present day, surely those who 
abstain on the ground of expediency would not 
give it to their friends ? 
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, CHAPTER XXm. 
APPEAL TO NON-PROFESSORS. 

To you, my fellow-sinners, who do not 
profess to be Christ's followers, need we add, 
that the es^hortation may likewise be addressed, 
" be not conformed to this world ?" For, what 
is your life naturally but a life of conformity to 
the world, more or less, in all things ? And as 
"the whole world lieth in wickedness," what 
must that conformity be but a life of sin, in a 
greater or less degree? This you may not 
admit, but stoutly deny ; yet, if you compare 
your life, in the most superficial manner, even 
by the letter of the word, you will find it to be 
strictly true. And if it is so in your own sight, 
how much more so must it be in the eye of God ; 
and not only outwardly, but inwardly? How 
powerfully, therefore, are you called upon not to 
be conformed to the world in its principles, any 
more than in its practices, its pleasures, and its 
pursuits ? Need we, however, remind you, that 
before you can yield any thing like true obe- 
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dience to this, or to any other command of God, 
you must believe in Christ to the saving of your 
soul ? For, it is only in this way that you can 
be thoroughly transformed in the reformation of 
your lives, as well as in the illumination of your 
understandings, and in the renovation of your 
hearts. In other words, it is only by faith in 
him that you can be converted within, and be- 
come non-conformed to the world without. 
Accordingly, while it is said, " if any man is in 
Christ Jesus, he is a new creature ; old things 
are passed away, all things are became new;" it 
is also declared, " this is the victory that over- 
oometh the world" — or the means by which we 
may overcome it — "even our faith." For, faith 
is that which changes and characterizes every onp 
who comes to Christ, or that which makes him what 
he is, internally and externally ; and a life of faith 
is a life of holiness. WiU not you, then, my 
dear readers, pray that this faith may be yours, 
even the precious faith of God's elect; that 
faith which not only purifies the heart, but 
which raises all who possess it superior to all 
" the evil that is in the world," and makes them 
more than conquerors through Christ who haih 
loved them ? And, knowing what it is to re- 
ceive this faith, and to be changed by it more and 
more in your hearts, will you not show that you are 
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also changed by it more and more in your lives ? 
In short, in whatever way you may have formerly 
acted, will you not make it manifest that now you 
are "not conformed to the world, but trans- 
formed;" that you walk not, as in time past, 
" according to the course of this world," but that 
even while you are in it, you are " not of it ; " that 
the time past of your life may suffice, and is in- 
finitely more than sufficient, to have wrought the 
will of the flesh; and that you no longer live the 
rest of your time to the lusts of men, but to the 
will of God ? Is not this your interest as well 
as your duty, for time and for eternity ; at all 
times and in all things ; in private and in public ; 
in little and in great things ? For, is not " god- 
liness profitable unto all things, having the pro- 
mise of the life that now is," as well aa of " that 
which is to come ?" Besides, as "the pleasures 
of sin" are not only "for a season," but unsatis- 
factory even at the best ; as " the world passeth 
away, and the lust thereof, but he that doeth 
the wiU of God abideth for ever," although you 
could gain the whole world, and at last lose 
your own soul, instead of profiting aught, would 
you not be the greatest losers; or "gain the 
greatest loss?" Now, then, "while it is called 
to-day," will you not come to Christ, and act as he 
commands, so that you may at once flee from the 
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wrath to come, and lay hold of eternal life ? 
In fine, let it be your daily prayei*to God, that 
you may be enabled to exclaim with Paul, ^' hr 
be it that I should glory, save in the cross of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is 
crucified unto me, and I unto the world." Then, 
being dead to it, with all its snares and seduc- 
tions, you, too, will be enabled to prove that, like 
all true believers, you are "not conformed to 
THIS world." 
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